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More  Prices  "Freed" 

"FIXING"  BANNED  ON  DRESSINGS,  ETC. 

THE  Restrictive  Practices  Court  on  February  23  refused  to  exempt 
certain  medical  and  pharmaceutical  goods  under  the  Resale  Prices  Act, 
964. 

Final  orders  were  made  in  respect  of 
nedical  and  surgical  dressings;  medi- 
al, surgical  and  veterinary  instru- 
nents,  appliances  and  pharmaceutical 
>roducts  mainly  for  hospital  and  pro- 
essional  use;  foot  comfort  aids;  elas- 
ic  hosiery;  bathroom  scales.  On  be- 
lalf  of  the  Registrar  of  Restrictive 
Trading  Agreements  it  was  said  that 
here  were  four  classes  of  goods  under 
nedical  and  surgical  dressings  and  ten 
egistered  suppliers.  Under  the  refer- 
;nce  of  medical,  surgical  and  veterin- 
iry  instruments,  appliances  and  phar- 
naceutical  products  there  were  ten 
lasses  of  goods,  including  artificial 
kidneys,  surgical  rubber  tubing  and 
plastic  materials.  In  that  case  there 
,ver  eight  registered  suppliers.  Dealing 
with  the  reference  of  bathroom  scales, 
Mr.  R.  A.  Barr,  who  appeared  for  the 
Registrar,  said  the  case  had  been  set 
iown  for  hearing  during  November, 
>ut  the  only  respondent  who  had 
ought  exemption,  the  Prestige  Group, 
lad  now  withdrawn  their  claim  for 
jxemption.  Asking  for  a  final  order 
to  be  made  in  respect  of  foot  comfort 
lids,  Mr.  F.  M.  Ferris,  for  the  Regis- 
trar, said  five  classes  of  goods  were 
involved  including  foot  exercise  san- 
dals and  bunion  protecters.  There  were 
twenty-one  registered  suppliers  but 
jonly  one,  the  Scholl  Manufacturing 
Co.,  Ltd.,  had  entered  an  appearance 
and  a  hearing  of  the  reference  had 
been  fixed  for  next  July.  However  the 
:ompany  had  now  withdrawn  its  claim 
for  exemption.  Dealing  with  the  final 
order  on  elastic  hosiery,  Mr.  Ferris 
said  the  reference  concerned  stockings, 
knee-caps,  leggings  and  thigh  pieces. 
There  were  twelve  registered  suppliers 
but  only  the  Scholl  Manufacturing 
Co.,  Ltd.,  had  entered  an  appearance. 
Here  again,  a  date  for  the  hearing 
had  been  fixed  but  the  Scholl  com- 
pany had  subsequently  withdrawn  its 
Maim. 

Purchase  Tax 

THREE  MEDICINES  NEWLY  EXEMPTED 

IHE  Purchase  Tax  (No.  1)  Direction 
1968  temporarily  exempts  three  further 
"essential  drugs  and  medicines"  from 
purchase  tax  as  from  February  27. 


With     the     comparable  proprietary 

product  in  square  bracket  they  are: 
5-(3-Dimethylaminopropyl)-6,  7,  8,  9, 
10,  ll-hexahydro-5H-cyclo-octa  (b) 
indole  hydrochloride  [Prondol]; 
D( — ^Penicillamine  [Cuprinine]; 
Sodium  glucaldrate  [Glymaxil]. 
All  are  added  to  Head  II  of  the 

Schedule  (see  C.  &  D.,  Year  Book,  p. 

265). 

Medicines  in  the  Home 

CALL    FOR    SURVEY    BY  MINISTRY 

THE  hope  that  one  day  the  Ministry 
of  Health  would  provide  money  for 
the  carrying  out  of  a  survey  to  ascer- 
tain what  happened  to  medicines  in 
British  homes  was  expressed  at  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Health's  pharmaceutical  and  health 
education  groups  on  February  21.  Dr. 
Roy  Goulding  (director  of  the  poisons 
reference  service  at  Guy's  Hospital, 
London)  said  that  small-scale  observa- 
tions had  shown  that  large  numbers 
of  unwanted  medicines  were  to  be 
found  in  many  homes,  usually  in  un- 
locked cupboards  or  other  places  with- 
in easy  reach  of  young  children.  He 
realised  that  in  a  busy  household  it 
was  nearly  impossible  for  a  mother 
with  several  young  children  to  keep 
everything  under  lock  and  key.  Con- 
sequently, in  educating  families  on 
safety  precautions,  they  should  concen- 
trate on  the  dangerous  things  that 
should  not  be  left  lying  about.  He  be- 
lieved   children    were    deterred  from 


swallowing  strip-packaged  tablets  and 
capsules.  It  was  a  pity  that  iron  tablets 
bore  a  striking  resemblance  to  Smarties. 
Dr.  George  R.  Boyes  (a  member  of 
the  action  and  uses  subcommittee  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex) 
urged  the  giving  of  advice  that  child- 
ren and  old  people  should  never  be 
given  more  than  the  stated  dose.  It 
was  also  important  that  they  should 
take  the  medicine  only  so  long  as  the 
doctor  ordered  them  to  do  so.  Mrs. 
Estelle  J.  M.  Leigh  said  that  only  in 
the  14,000  pharmacies,  where  about 
250  million  prescriptions  were  dis- 
pensed annually  and  the  public  were 
supplied  with  non-prescription  remedies 
under  the  watchful  eye  of  the  pharma- 
cist— "a  specialist" — was  positive  in- 
struction available  in  the  correct  use 
of  medicines.  She  therefore  urged  the 
promotion  of  a  "Medicines  —  with 
Care"  campaign  using  every  type  of 
publicity  media. 

Pharmacy  History 

CARDIFF  CONFERENCE  PROGRAMME 

FIRST  week-end  conference  of  the 
British  Society  for  the  History  of 
Pharmacy  is  being  held  at  the  Welsh 
School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of 
Wales  Institute  of  Science  and  Tech- 
nology, Cathays  Park,  Cardiff,  March 
29-31.  Proceeding  start  with  a  social 
evening  on  March  29.  Speakers  on 
March  30  include  Dr.  J.  Cule  on 
"Leprosy  in  Wales,"  Miss  Elsas  (County 
of  Glamorgan  archivist)  on  "Archives 
as  a  Source  of  Material"  and  Dr.  G. 
Harries  on  "Seventeenth-century  Dom- 
estic Medicine."  At  12.15  p.m.  on  March 
30  the  Society's  annual  meeting  takes 
place.  Other  functions  include  a  visit  to 
the  Cardiff  folk  museum  and  a  cocktail 
party.  On  March  31  Mr.  J.  Richards 
presents  "A  Study  of  Local  History  and 
the    Development    of    Pharmacy  in 


PACKS  DISCUSSED: 
A  meeting  at  the  plant 
of  E.  R.  Squibb  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  Moreton, 
Wirral,  Ches,  on  Feb- 
ruary 15,  was  ad- 
dressed by  Miss  Helen 
King  (tutor  at  Royal 
Southern  Hospital  Liv- 
erpool) and  by  Messrs. 
Freeman  (production 
director),  R.  Leach 
(group  pharmacist,  St. 
Helen's  Hospital  and 
G.  Roberts  (chairman, 
Liverpool  Branch 
Guild  of  Public 
Pharmacists),  here  seen 
with  a  variety  of  packs. 
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Central  Glamorgan,"  Messrs.  T.  D. 
Turner  and  P.  Jenkins  present  papers 
on  "Robert  Drane;"  Dr.  F.  Thomas 
on  "Theophilus  Redwood'"  and  Mr.  W. 
H.  Boorman  on  "Apothecaries  and 
Druggist  of  Eighteenth  Century 
Winchester."  Applications  for  accom- 
modation (£4  10s.)  should  be  made, 
with  conference  fee  (£1)  by  March  4 
to  the  Society's  Secretary,  17  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  London,  W.C.I. 

Products  on  Show 

AN  EXHIBITION  OF  PHARMACEUTICALS 

A  NEW  British  exhibition  specialis- 
ing in  the  production  and  marketing 
of  pharmaceuticals,  toiletries,  cosme- 
tics and  allied  products,  Interphex  68, 
takes  place  at  the  Royal  Horticultural 
Society's  new  hall,  London,  S.W.I, 
March  12-14.  The  exhibition  is  being 
opened  at  11  a.m.  on  March  12  by  Sir 
Keith  Joseph,  M.P.  (Conservative 
"shadow"  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade).  Many  new  and  improved  pro- 
ducts are  being  shown  in  displays 
mounted  by  more  than  100  companies, 
including  a  new  range  of  lightweight 
glass  vials;  new  plastic  vials;  flavour- 
ings; enzymes;  water  purifiers;  the  new 
Penchem  fractionater;  filter  presses; 
pulverisers;  mixers,  emulsifiers,  blend- 
ers; tablet-making  machinery  and 
ancillary  equipment;  checkweighers; 
presentation  features;  filling  and  pack- 
aging machinery.  Further  information 
may  be  obtained  from  BPS  Exhibi- 
tions, Ltd.,  6  London  Street,  London, 
W.2. 

SCOTTISH  NEWS 
1966  Health  Statistics 

MORE  PHARMACISTS  IN  HOSPITALS 

PHARMACISTS  employed  in  Scottish 
hospitals  increased  in  numbers  in  1966, 
according    to    figures    published  in 


"Scottish  Health  Statistics,  1966"  (H.M. 
Stationery  Office,  price  £2  5s.).  Total 
was  172  (sixty-three  male,  109  female) 
against  155  (fifty-seven  male,  ninety- 
eight  female)  in  1965.  The  figure  for 
part-time  pharmacists  remained  con- 
stant at  twenty-two,  but  there  were 
more  dispensing  assistants  —  139  full- 
time  (131)  and  seven  part-time  (six). 
Fourteen  "other  dispensing  staff" 
brought  the  total  in  full-time  service 
to  fifty-two.  Chemists  and  appliance 
suppliers  dispensed  27,569,684  prescrip- 
tions (25,655,445)  at  a  total  gross  cost 
of  £15,270,422  (£13,841,104).  Average 
cost  per  prescription  rose  from 
10s.  9id.  in  1965  to  lis.  0"932d.  in 
1966.  Prescription  frequency  per  per- 
son on  prescribing  doctors'  lists  went 
up  from  4-97  to  5  33.  Figures  include 
42,732  (35,316)  prescriptions  dispensed 
at  the  Sighthill  health  centre.  Highest 
average  daily  number  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  by  chemists  was  93,000,  in 
February,  the  greatest  daily  number 
during  the  years  recorded  (1958-66). 
Executive  Council  services  in  Scotland 
cost,  in  1965-66,  £34,188  (£30,348)  of 
which  £14,357  (£11,855)  was  for  phar- 
maceutical services.  The  report  shows 
a  further  fall  in  the  uptake  of  welfare 
foods:—  National  dried  milk  912,787 
tons;  cod-liver  oil  173,433  bottles; 
vitamin  tablets  A  and  D  73,595  packets; 
orange  juice  1,366,298  bottles. 

IRISH  NEWS 

THE  REPUBLIC 

New  Health  Scheme 

DISCUSSIONS  ALMOST  FINISHED 

The  Minister  for  Education  (Mr.  D. 
O'Malley)  deputising  for  the  Minister 
of  Health  said  in  the  Dail  on  February 
15  that  although  no  detailed  statement 
on  the  proposed  new  general  medical 
services  scheme  could  yet  be  made,  dis- 
cussions with  organisations  represent- 


SURVEY  OF  INFANT  FEEDING 

A  doctor's  solutions  for  some  "disturbing"  trends 


NATIONAL  dried  milk  should  be 
made  available  through  chemists'  shops 
and  other  food  stores,  or  delivered  by 
the  milkman,  says  Dr.  G.  C.  Arneil 
(Leonard  Gow  lecturer,  department  of 
child  health,  University  of  Glasgow)  in 
a  report  "Dietary  Study  of  4,365  Scot- 
tish Infants — 1965"  issued  by  the  Scot- 
tish Home  and  Health  Department.  Dr. 
Arneil's  study  revealed  that,  by  the 
age  of  one  month  85"2  per  cent,  of 
babies  were  artificially  fed.  Proprietary 
dried  milks  were  the  most  popular 
(49  8  per  cent.),  at  least  80  per  cent,  of 
the  demand  being  for  Ostermilk, 
against  31  per  cent.  National  dried. 
Reason  for  the  popularity  of  the  pro- 
prietary milks  he  found,  was  their 
ready  availability  which,  by  saving 
fares  and  time,  cancelled  out  the  price 
advantage  of  National  dried  milk. 

The  finding  from  the  study  that  no 
vitamin  D  supplements  were  being 
given  to  almost  one-third  of  infants  by 
the  age  of  three  months  led  Dr.  Arneil 
to  the  opinion  that  any  increase  in  the 
trend  could  lead  to  greater  incidence 
of  early  rickets  and  more  infantile 
gastroenteritis.  [Dr.  Arneil  contributed 
an  article  on  "Rickets — A  Recurring 


Problem"  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist, April  24,  1965,  p.  420.— Editor]. 
"The  very  early  start  on  a  wide  range 
of  foods  is  deprecated  because  it  is  ex- 
pensive, unnecessary  and  may  lead  to 
early  cessation  of  fortified  milk,  cereal 
and  vitamin  preparation."  His  sugges- 
tion is  that  fortified  milk  should  domi- 
nate the  first  six  months  of  life  and 
that  its  use  should  be  encouraged  for 
at  least  a  year;  that  fortified  cereals 
should  be  encouraged  from  three 
months  to  eighteen  months  and  vitamin 
preparations  (C  and  D)  from  six 
months  for  artificially  fed  babies  and 
from  one  month  for  breast-fed  babies, 
to  three  years  of  age.  The  author  also 
suggests  that  vitamin  C  and  iron  should 
be  added  to  an  improved  National 
dried  milk  of  greater  miscibility. 

A  further  recommendation  is  for  the 
production  of  an  attractively  packaged 
palatable  combination  of  vitamins  C 
and  D  to  replace  cod-liver  oil,  orange 
juice  and  rose-hip  syrup.  A  single  pre- 
paration would,  he  maintains,  simplify 
instructions.  Television  advertising  of 
preparations  of  vitamin  C  alone  should 
be  monitored,  especially  "misleading 
phrases  such  as  'X  builds  strong  bone'." 


ing  the  professions  had  to  date  bee 
generally    satisfactory.    The  Ministe 
hoped  to  meet  representatives  of  th 
medical   profession   again  during  th 
next  few  weeks  to  discuss  any  matte 
not  resolved  in  talks  with  officials  of  hi 
Department.  He  expected  that  discu.l 
sions  with  the  pharmaceutical  profe:J 
si  on  would  also  be  concluded  soon  an] 
that  there  would  emerge  an  acceptabl 
scheme  for  the  purchase,  distributicl 
and  supply  of  drugs  and  medicines.  Ml 
O'Malley  was  replying  to  Mr.  Richail 
Gogan  and  had  told  him  that  from  tl| 
information  the  authorities  had  the 
seemed  no  reason  for  undue  alarm  ov 
drug-taking.  No  one  should  think  th 
the  country  was  absolutely  free  fro 
the  menace.  When  Mr.  Gogan  referri 
to   the   reported   increase   in  the  i 
cidence    of    unauthorised  drug-takii 
among  adolescents,  Mr.  O'Malley  sal 
the  question   presumably   referred  I 
the  alleged  abuse  of  what  were  coil 
monly  referred  to  as  the  "soft  drug;! 
distribution  of  which  was  controlll 
under  the  Medical  Preparations  (Col 
trol  of  Sale)  Regulations,  1966.  He  pi 
posed  to  strengthen  the  existing  powt 
of  control  at  the  earliest  opportun 
by  making  the  unauthorised  possessi 
of  such  substances  a  punishable  offen 
No  recent  court  decisions  implying  tlj 
the   Dangerous    Drugs'  Act  requii 
amendment  had  come  to  his  notice,  I 
if  any  evidence  was  given  to  him 
would   consider   it.   Mr.  M.  O'L 
asked  if  the  Department  was  making 
independent  investigation  into  the 
tent    of    drug-taking    among  yoi; 
people.  The  Minister  replied  that 
Department  of  Health  remained  in  o 
stant  liaison  with  the  gardai  who  s 
plied  information  regularly  by  way 
written  reports  and  discussions  on 
results  of  their  investigations  in  t 
field.  Arrangements  had  been  made 
obtaining     information     from  ot 
sources  that  would  help  to  assess 
incidence  of  drug-taking,  particul; 
among  young  people.  Mr.  Sean  Dui| 
suggested  that  the  Minister  should 
quire  if  there  was  any  evidence 
large-scale  importation  or  smuggling] 
drugs  into  the  country.  Statements 
been  made  that  the  incidence  of 
drug  taking  was  greater  in  the  Repu 
than  in  Britain.  Mr.  O'Malley  told 
O'Leary  that  there  was  no  register! 
drug  addicts  as  such,  but  the  Dep 
ments  of  Health  and  Justice  kept| 
touch  with  psychiatric  hospitals,  uni 
sities  and  other  institutions.  When 
O'Leary  pressed  the  question  of 
register,    the    Minister    said  tha 
register  might  do  more  harm  than  g 
at  this  stage.  Dr.  John  O'Connell 
a  register  would  enable  drug  adc 
to   get  proper  treatment.  At  pre 
they  were  using  every  subterfuge  to 
prescriptions  from  doctors. 

IRISH  BREVITIES 

THE  NORTH 

The  General  Health  Services  Bi 
has  given  permission  to  Ulster  ( 
mists'  Association  members  to  clos< 
St.  Patrick's  day  Bank  Holiday  (M 
18)  who  had  notified  the  U.C.A 
February  6.  Chemists  who  wish 
close  and  have  not  yet  made  app 
tion  should  apply  direct  to  the  Be 
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MEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Fire  gutted  the  pharmacy  of  Mr. 
I.  Roy  lance  at  312  Chorley  Old  Road, 
Bolton,  Lanes,  on  February  21. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
3reenwich  has  advised  the  Inner  Lon- 
lon  Executive  that,  except  for  Thames- 
nead,  there  is  no  great  demand  or 
leed  for  health  centres  in  Greenwich. 

From  over  500  applicants  French  & 
Scott,  Ltd.,  la  Downs  Road,  London, 
E.8,  have  been  selected  to  go  on  a 
combined  sponsored  Daily  Express  and 
Board  of  Trade  "Jet  Sell"  tour  to 
North  America. 

The  Inner  London  Executive  Coun- 
cil has  received  fourteen  police  reports 
of  cases  in  which  attempts  had  been 
made  to  obtain  drugs  irregularly.  Five 
cases  were  referred  to  the  police  by 
chemists. 

Among  the  judges  for  the  consumer 
section  of  the  Institute  of  Packaging's 
1968  Starpacks  contest  is  Mr.  D.  A. 
Dean  (packaging  development  mana- 
ger, Fisons  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.). 
Closing  date  for  entries  is  April  17. 
Details  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Institute,  Malcolm  House,  Empire 
Way,  Wembley,  Middlesex. 

Under  the  auspices  of  UNICEF, 
ten  tons  of  medicines,  surgical  appli- 
ances and  pharmaceutical  products 
have  been  sent  to  the  aid  of  women 
and  children  war  victims  in  Vietnam 
by  air  from  Copenhagen.  The  consign- 

Iment  will  be  distributed  in  collabora- 
tion with  the  International  Red  Cross. 
A  special  window  display  marks 
i  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  pharmacy 
of  C.  Goode,  36  London  Road.  Twick- 
enham, Middlesex.  Now  owned  by  Mr. 
R.  G.  Goode,  M.P.S.,  the  business  was 
founded  in  King  Street,  Twickenham, 
in  1768  and  moved  to  London  Road 
in  1914,  when  Mr.  C.  Goode  took  it 
over  from  Mr.  R.  C.  Fea'her  (later 
chairman  and  managing  director,  Meg- 
geson  &  Co.,  Ltd.). 

SPORT 

GOLF 

Irish  Chemists'  Golfing  Society.  The 
forty-first  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  at  Clontarf  golf  club  on  February  13. 
Proposing  Mr.  W.  J.  Mullen  as  captain,  the 
outgoing  captain  (Mr.  C.  J.  Staunton)  thanked 
the  Society  and  its  officers  for  making  his 
term  of  office  memorable  and  enjoyable. 
The  secretary  (Mr.  T.  J.  Lynch),  in  his 
annual  report,  described  the  year  as  "one  of 
increased  attendances  and  greater  enthusiasm." 
He  announced  that  the  new  season  would  open 
as  usual  in  Dun  Laoghaire  on  March  20  and 
that  the  annual  outing  would  be  held  in 
Rosslare,  May  5-8  (reservations  should  be 
made  as  soon  as  possible).  He  also  expressed 
the  thanks  of  all  members  to  Mr.  Brendan 
Smith,  who  retires  after  two  years  as  presi- 
dent. Mr.  Smith's  term  had  brought  the 
Society  through  a  difficult  transition  period 
but  the  officers  and  committee  had  decided 
to  allow  the  position  to  lapse  and  no  suc- 
cessor was  being  appointed.  The  treasurer 
(Mr.  J.  T.  Foley)  reported  a  slight  excess  of 
income  over  expenditure  during  the  year.  A 
proposal  to  increase  the  annual  subscription 
from  10s.  to  £1  was  carried  unanimously. 
Messrs.  Lynch  and  Foley  were  re-elected  to 
their  respective  offices  and  Messrs.  P.  McAuliffe 
and  M.  Murphy  were  elected  to  vacancies  on 
the  Committee.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mullen 
a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  all  the  prize 
donors. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

Second  reading 

The  Second  reading  of  the  Medicines  Bill  has  had  the  expected  result 
of  uncovering,  perhaps  to  a  limited  extent  at  the  present  stage,  some  of 
the  arguments  of  those  who  are  alarmed,  on  account  of  their  "declared  in- 
terest," by  some  of  the  provisions.  That  was  inevitable,  and  it  must  be  sup- 
posed that  only  the  light  artillery  has  been  brought  into  use  in  the 
preliminary  skirmish.  But  it  was  surprising,  to  say  the  least,  to  find  a 
shadow  Minister  of  Health  arguing,  as  Mr.  Maurice  Macmillan  did,  that 
protection  of  the  public  could  be  overdone  and  that  people  should  be 
allowed  to  make  their  own  mistakes.  The  purpose,  after  all,  of  a  pharma- 
ceutical qualification  is  to  reduce  the  possibility  of  such  "mistakes"  to  the 
minimum,  and  with  his  highly  specialised  knowledge  of  the  action  and 
uses  of  drugs  the  pharmacist  occupies  a  unique  position.  To  bring  in 
legislation  that  ignores  that  fact  is  unthinkable.  Yet  Mr.  Macmillan  has 
obviously  attached  little  importance  to  the  point,  for  he  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  Minister  of  Health  would  ensure  that  everything  that  was  now 
freely  on  sale,  with  one  or  two  possible  exceptions,  would  stay  on  the  initial 
list.  It  would  interest  me  to  know  what  those  one  or  two  exceptions  are. 
The  speaker  cannot  leave  the  matter  there.  Other  speakers,  particularly  Mr. 
David  Crouch,  who  declared  an  interest  in  being  a  director  of  an  adver- 
tising agency  concerned  with  "patent"  medicines,  urged  the  Government 
not  to  try  to  restrict  the  sale  of  what  he  referred  to  as  "household"  medi- 
cines. And  in  order  to  drive  his  point  home  he  said  that  a  ban  on  advertis- 
ing would  deny  the  public  the  opportunities  of  the  free  competition  and 
massive  production  of  simple  medicines  under  good,  safe,  industrial  and 
clinical  conditions.  The  introduction  of  household  remedies,  he  said,  could 
not  await  the  slow  process  of  word-to-mouth  recommendation.  And  yet  we 
have  been  taught  that  good  wine  needs  no  bush.  The  fact  is  that  skilful 
advertising  —  and  I  am  sure  Mr.  Crouch  is  a  skilful  advertiser  —  makes 
people  take  more  medicine  than  they  require,  and  medicine  that  may  be 
entirely  unsuitable  and  even  undesirable  in  many  cases. 

Secondary  considerations 

I  offer  no  apology  for  making  further  reference  to  the  clause  concerned 
with  considerations  of  safety,  specifically  of  any  article  that  may  interfere 
with  the  treatment,  prevention  or  diagnosis  of  disease.  Mr.  Crouch's  state- 
ment that  few  would  take  a  laxative  unnecessarily  may  be  perfectly  correct. 
But  among  those  who  take  it  necessarily  there  may  be,  in  some,  an  under- 
lying cause  that  would  be  the  better  for  skilled  diagnosis.  The  taking  of  a 
laxative  might  conceal  that  underlying  cause  over  a  period  that  could  be 
vital.  The  same  might  be  written  of  many  of  the  innocent-sounding  "house- 
hold remedies."  In  that  small  paragraph  relating  to  considerations  of 
safety  lies  a  greater  safeguard,  if  properly  applied  by  the  expert  committee, 
than  in  other  more  obvious  clauses.  And  I  suspect  that  the  big  guns  will  be 
waiting  in  the  rear  to  attack  at  the  appropriate  moment.  What  does  not 
seem  to  be  sufficiently  realised  is  that  the  safety  of  the  public  is  the  first 
concern.  Exports,  profits,  competition  and  production  are  secondary. 

Our  treasury 

It  is  not  often  that  we  hear  anything  of  the  finances  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society,  except  as  part  of  the  annual  report,  which  is  usually  of  interest 
only  to  those  who  treat  balance  sheets  as  a  pastime  offering  a  change  from 
the  daily  crossword  puzzle.  It  was,  therefore,  a  useful  function  which  the 
Society's  treasurer  (Mr.  H.  Steinman)  performed  at  the  Manchester  con- 
ference (p.  174),  by  giving  some  covering  to  the  bald  figures  to  be  pre- 
sented to  members  later  in  the  year.  Mr.  Steinman  contrived,  as  is  his  wont, 
to  make  the  subject  interesting.  His  reference  to  the  ratio  between  mem- 
bers' fees  and  premises  fees  is  factual,  but  of  course  that  comparison  is 
governed  by  accident  rather  than  by  design.  I  was  pleased  to  note  that  Mr. 
Steinman  felt  that  it  was  important  to  remember  that  the  Society  was 
essentially  a  body  of  individual  pharmacists.  I  most  heartily  agree  with 
that.  Principles  are  more  important  than  ratios. 
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Trade  Descriptions  Bill  Debated 

ORAL  MISREPRESENTATION  MADE  AN  OFFENCE 


THE  second  reading  of  the  Trade  De- 
scriptions (No.  2)  Bill  was  moved  by 
Mr.  George  Darling  (Minister  of 
State,  Board  of  Trade),  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  February  22.  Mr.  Darling 
said  he  wished  to  make  it  clear  that 
most  manufacturers,  traders  and  pro- 
viders of  services  were  completely 
honest.  They  valued  their  goodwill,  but 
in  the  present  complex  trading  system 
it  was  far  too  easy  for  unscrupulous 
traders  to  deceive.  At  present  it  was 
difficult  to  bring  a  successful  prosecu- 
tion in  respect  of  a  false  trade  descrip- 
tion used  in  advertising.  The  Bill 
strengthened  the  law  against  false  ad- 
vertising, though  he  pointed  out  that 
there  was  nothing  wrong  with  persua- 
sive advertising  if  it  did  not  misrepre- 
sent the  product  or  the  service  that  was 
advertised.  The  Bill  for  the  first  time 
made  oral  misrepresentation  an  offence. 
A  number  of  traders  had  expressed  mis- 
givings on  that  aspect,  but  he  thought 
that,  though  there  were  admittedly 
problems,  some  of  the  supposed  risks 
were  imaginary  and  other  exaggerated. 

A  Shoppers'  Charter 

Methods  for  marking  and  other  con- 
ditions to  be  set  out  in  orders  would  be 
different  for  different  products.  In 
general  it  was  thought  sensible  to  re- 
quest that  the  actual  name  and  the 
country  of  origin  should  be  stated. 
There  had  been  considerable  dissatis- 
faction with  the  old  provision  allowing 
such  wording  as  "Empire"  or  "For- 
eign." "We  also  want  to  stop  traders 
marking  false  prices  as  being  reduced 
when  they  have  not  been  reduced,  stop 
them  making  false  claims,  stop  the  "4d. 
off"  racket  when  it  was  not  a  cut  of  4d. 
from  a  previous  price,  and  stop  traders, 
during  a  sale,  from  marking  something 
as,  say,  "39s.  lid.  reduced  from  50s." 
when  the  previous  price  was  only  30s. 
Such  practices,  he  said,  were  far  more 
widespread  "than  any  of  us  originally 
realised."  Mr.  Darling  reiterated  that  he 
did  not  want  to  stop  genuine  bargain 
sales :  price  reductions  were  to  be  en- 
couraged. The  Government  did  not 
expect  "a  plethora  of  prosecutions." 
More  reputable  traders  who  perhaps 
fell  foul  of  the  law  were  not  likely  to 
be  prosecuted  because  they  "would  do 
what  they  do  now  when  genuine  com- 
plaints were  brought  to  them :  they 
would  quickly  provide  redress  to  their 
customers."  He  had  been  sceptical 
about  the  Advertising  Standards  Au- 
thority, but  it  was  true  that,  in  the  past 
few  years,  that  body  had  persuaded  or 
influenced  advertisers  or  their  agents  to 
adhere  to  their  code  of  practice.  The 
Bill  was  a  shoppers'  charter  that  would 
go  a  long  way  to  ensure  that  all  unfair 
trading  practices  would  be  banned. 

Sir  Keith  Ioseph  warned  the  Gov- 
ernment to  be  careful  that,  in  seeking 
to  protect  the  consumer,  they  did  not 
damage  the  services  given  to  him.  The 
Government  should  make  it  clear  that 
they  were  wishing  only  to  catch  flagrant 
offenders  and  he  urged  them  to  redefine 
sections  relating  to  oral  false  descrip- 


tions. The  Molony  Committee  had 
recommended  that  it  was  not  practic- 
able for  the  Government  to  make  regu- 
lations to  cover  advertising;  the 
Government  had  decided  otherwise. 
Probably  the  most  difficult  part  of  the 
Bill  for  any  effective  legislation  was 
clause  11  on  "the  tangled  question  of 
double  pricing."  There  was  a  danger 
that  the  Government  would  achieve 
precisely  the  opposite  to  its  objective 
by  opening  the  door  wider  for  the 
sharp  operator  and  make  life  extremely 
tough  for  the  vast  bulk  of  honest 
traders.  Sir  Keith  asked  "what  on  earth 
is  a  'recommended  price"?".  He  said  the 
Government  should  re-examine  the 
clause  to  ensure  that  it  protected 
"proper  bargains,  proper  sales,  proper 
special  promotions,  and  did  not  protect 
the  operator  who  arranged  a  so-called 
recommended  price  below  which  he 
purported  to  give  a  big  reduction  to  the 
public."  Did  the  Government  realise 
that  the  Trade  Description  and  the 
Medicines  Bills  might  overlap  in  some 
aspects,  and  would  the  Government 
give  an  assurance  that  one  or  both 
those  Bills  would  be  amended  so  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  a  trader's 
being  prosecuted  under  the  two  Acts 
for  the  same  offence.  There  was  now  a 
mass  of  law  protecting  different  aspects 
of  consumers'  purchases  —  was  there 
not  a  case  for  the  Government  to  give 
guidance  to  local  authorities  as  to 
where  their  main  methods  of  super- 
vision should  lie,  so  that  there  was  uni- 
formity of  treatment? 

"Bribing"  retailers 

Mr.  Lewis  Carter-Jones  had  mis- 
givings about  the  type  of  advertising 
that  used  the  descriptive  words 
"medium,  large,  giant,  and  family."  His 
recent  research  on  toothbrushes  "illus- 
strates  the  way  in  which  one  can  twist 
an  argument."  Considerable  induce- 
ments and  prizes  had  been  offered  to 
retailers  to  stock  certain  products,  in- 
cluding Japanese  typewriters,  cigarette 
lighters,  Premium  bonds.  When  he  went 
into  the  matter  closely  he  was  assured 
that  having  offered  the  "bribe,"  the 
toothbrush  manufacturers  concerned 
were  justified  in  raising  their  prices 
from  Is.  8d.  to  2s.  because  of  consider- 
able research  into  producing  a  plastic 
that  would  not  melt  in  hot  water.  So 
far  he  had  approached  850  people  to 
find  out  if  they  had  ever  had  a  tooth- 
brush that  had  melted  in  hot  water,  and 
he  had  found  that,  with  no  evidence, 
the  Board  of  Trade  had  accepted  that 
explanation  and  allowed  an  increase. 

Mr.  Norman  Haseldine  suggested 
local  authorities  should  consider  having, 
as  part  of  their  weights  and  measures 
or  standards  department,  a  consumer 
protection  and  advisory  service  that 
could  be  used  freely  by  the  members 
of  the  public. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Burden  believed  that 
reasonable  attention  to  the  consumer 
should  not  involve  impossible  demands 
or  unduly  harsh  penalties  on  manufac- 
turers or  intermediate  traders.  The  per- 


son who  innocently  broke  the  law 
should  not  automatically  find  himself 
a  criminal  nor  be  required  to  prove 
himself  innocent  in  court. 

No  Skilled  Advice  for  Shoppers 

Mr.  Tony  Gardner  said  the  idea 
expressed  in  caveat  emptor  was  valid 
enough  in  the  days  when  the  customer 
could  touch,  understand  and  be  familiar 
with  everything  he  or  she  was  buying. 
That  was  clearly  no  longer  true.  Shop- 
ping habits  had  changed.  Everybody 
wanted  to  shop  quickly,  and  packaging 
seemed  to  him  now  to  show  a  determi- 
nation to  prevent  the  customer  from 
seeing  what  he  was  getting.  The  con- 
sumer now  had  fewer  staff  to  advise 
her  when  shopping,  and  the  skilled 
advice  often  obtainable  in  the  past  was 
no  longer  available.  Resale  price  main- 
tenance had  gone,  and  he  was  heartily 
sick  of  going  into  a  shop  and  seeing 
"2d.  off"  and  asking  "2d  off  what?" 
He  had  never  been  able  to  find  out 
what  price  the  special  offer  related  to. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Hooson  wanted  a 
"straightforward  matter"  such  as  the 
infringement  of  a  trade  mark  to  be 
brought  before  lay  justices  for  summary 
trial  instead  of  involving  expensive  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Chancery  Court. 

Mr.  Laurence  Pavitt  thought  that 
clause  1 1  could  be  the  start  of  a  break- 
through once  again  to  a  more  highly 
civilised  environment  for  the  housewife 
in  her  shopping.  He  had  a  good  deal 
of  sympathy  with  the  Board  of  Trade. 
How  did  one  decide  what  was  unfair 
description?    It   was   once   said  that 
Beecham's  pills  were  "worth  a  guinea  I 
a  box."  Did  anyone  think  that  the  box 
was  worth  one  guinea?  But  the  slogan  || 
had  gone  on  for  years.  How  would  the  I 
Minister  decide  what  was  an  unworthy  E 
description? 

Mr.  David  Crouch  believed  that  oral 
misdescription  was  overcome  at  the 
point  of  purchase  by  good  packaging, 
with  proper  descriptions  on  the  packet, 
label  and  publicity  material. 

Mrs.  Gwyneth  Dunwoody  (Parlia-  I 
mentary  Secretary,   Board  of  Trade) 
said  that,  with  the  increasing  difficulty  I 
consumers  had  in  identifying  the  vari-  I 
ous  materials  and  the  complex  make-up  I 
of  the  goods  they  were  buying,  it  was  I 
no  longer  possible  to  rest  on  the  old 
policy  of  caveat  emptor.  Special  provi- 
sions   in    clause    21    avoided    serious  I 
anomalies  with  weights  and  measures  I 
and  food  and  drugs  legislation.  The! 
point  raised  by  Sir  Keith  Joseph  could  I 
be  taken  care  of  in  the  Medicines  Bill.  I 
It  had  been  suggested  that  the  new  pro- 1 
vision  concerning  oral  misdescription  I 
would  inhibit  retailers  from  giving  in-l 
formation  and  advice :  Mrs.  Dunwoody  I 
considered  it  better  for  the  customer  I 
to  be  given  no  information  at  all  than  I 
to  be  given  wrong  information.  The  I 
Government  considered  that  the  prob-  I 
lem  was  not  likely  to  abate  and  re- 1 
mained  convinced  that  the  prohibition  I 
was  justified.  If  traders  took  reasonable  I 
precautions  they  should  be  able  to  rely  I 
on  the  defences  provided  by  the  Bill. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  BILL 

Committee  stage  debate 


:DF  the  present  or  any  other  Govern- 
nent  wanted  to  nationalise  the  pharma- 
;eutical  industry  they  would  not  do  so 
inder  Clause  30  of  the  Health  Services 
ind  Public  Health  Bill,  said  Mr. 
■Cenneth  Robinson  (Minister  of 
Sealth)  during  the  committee  stage  of 
he  Bill  on  February  13.  However,  he 
ecognised  that  both  Clause  30,  which 
inabled  the  Minister  to  allow  goods 
ind  services  surplus  to  the  require- 
nents  of  the  hospital  service  to  be  used 
mtside  the  service,  and  Clause  23, 
vhich  gave  Executive  Councils  specific 
lowers  to  supply  goods  to  doctors, 
lentists,  chemists  and  opticians,  had  to 
>e  drawn  "in  another  way  to  provide 
or  the  various  possibilities  that  might 
merge  in  the  future." 

Mr.  Julian  Snow  (Parliamentary 
Secretary,  Ministry  of  Health)  intro- 
luced  an  amendment  to  Clause  23 
equiring  the  Minister  to  specify  in 
Regulations  "the  goods  or  materials" 
xecutive  Councils  could  supply.  The 
imendment  was  intended,  he  said,  to 
illay  the  fears  expressed  by  professions 
inder  contract  with  Executive  Councils 
ind  certain  of  the  industries  supplying 
oods  to  the  National  Health  Service. 
The  intention  of  the  clause  was  to 
emove  any  possible  doubt  about  the 
egality  of  the  present  arrangement  of 
upplying  disposable  sterile  syringes  to 
nedical  practitioners.  No  extension 
if  that  arrangement  was  proposed,  "but 
case  could  arise  in  the  future  for 
■upplying  additional  items  in  order  to 
mprove  standards  or  save  costs  by 
entralised  purchasing  arrangements." 
There  would  be  no  possibility  of  inde- 
pendent action  by  Executive  Councils. 
The  amendment  ''should  give  oppor- 
unity  for  prior  discussion  which,  of 
;ourse,  would  take  place  anyhow,  with 
he  professions  concerned,  together 
vith  the  possibility  of  a  Parliamentary 
lebate." 

Power  to  Nationalise? 

Mr.  Maurice  Macmillan  failed  to 
idd  a  further  amendment  ensuring 
hat  practitioners  would  not  be  obliged 
to  accept  goods  or  services  the 
Executive  Councils  were  empowered  to 
provide,  Mr.  Robinson  pointing  out 
he  amendment  was  unnecessary  "be- 
:ause  the  state  of  affairs  which  it  is 
intended  to  secure  already  exists." 

Discussing  Clause  30,  Mr.  Mac- 
millan said  that,  so  far  as  he  could  see, 
the  clause  gave  the  Minister  power,  if 
lie  wished,  to  go  into  competition  in 
the  export  market  with  the  drug  com- 
panies. It  seemed  to  give  him  power, 
in  effect,  to  nationalise  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  by  production  in  com- 
petition with  them  and  without  having 
to  produce  accurate  costings.  Mr. 
T.  V.  N.  Fortescue  objected  to  the 
possibility  that  the  Minister  might 
import  raw  materials  under  section  46 
of  the  Patents  Act,  1949,  make  them  up 
in  hospitals,  and  sell  them  direct  to 
pharmacists  in  general  practice. 
Mr.  Snow  illustrated  the  intention  be- 
ind  the  clause  by  three  examples:  The 
supply  of  sophisticated  appliances  not 
of  commercial    interest   produced  in 


small  quantities  and  largely  applicable 
to  disabled  people;  the  supply  of 
artificial  limbs;  and  the  supply  of 
artificial  eyes.  Mr.  H.  R.  Gower 
pointed  out  the  wording  would  enable 
the  National  Health  Service  to  go  into 
production  as  a  rival  to  manufacturing 
chemists,  but  Mr.  Robinson  said  that, 
if  the  amendments  were  withdrawn,  he 
would  undertake  to  see  whether  some 
safeguards  could  be  added  to  the 
clause  that  would  deal  with  "excess 
production  goods."  He  repeated  his 
belief  that  the  Opposition  fears  were 


groundless,  but  he  wanted,  if  it  were 
practicable,  to  meet  the  anxieties  about 
the  clause. 

When,  at  the  eighth  sitting  of  the 
Committee  on  February  15,  Mr.  Dean 
asked  if  the  Minister  could  say  specifi- 
cally that  he  would  find  "a  form  of 
words"  that  would  meet  the  anxieties 
that  had  been  expressed.  Mr.  Robinson 
replied  that  he  could  do  no  more  at 
the  moment  than  to  make  a  genuine 
effort  to  find  "some  form  of  words" 
that  would  limit  the  applicability  of 
that  part  of  the  clause.  He  understood 
the  Opposition's  wishes  and  would  do 
his  best  to  satisfy  them.  He  asked  that 
the  amendments  should  be  withdrawn. 
Mr.  Dean  agreed. 


IN  PARLIAMENT 

By  a  Member  of  the  Press  Gallery,  House  of  Commons 


THE  Minister  of  Health  is  not  at 
present  contemplating  further  action 
over  aerosol  preparations,  he  said  on 
February  21  in  a  reply  to  Mr.  Geof- 
frey Lloyd  who  had  asked  if,  in  view 
of  the  sharp  increase  in  deaths  from 
asthma,  the  Minister  would  publicise 
the  excessive  dangers  from  "drug-con- 
taining aerosols."  Mr.  Kenneth  Robin- 
son pointed  out  that  the  Committee 
on  Safety  of  Drugs  had  issued  a  leaf- 
let in  June  1967  warning  doctors  of 
the  risk  of  overdosage.  At  the  Com- 
mittee's request  manufacturers  were 
including  a  suitable  warning  on  aerosol 
containers  and  were  preparing  leaflets 
for  doctors  to  give  to  their  patients 
when  prescribing  aerosols. 

Prescription  Charges 

Doctor  Shirley  Summerskill  sug- 
gested to  the  Prime  Minister  on  Febru- 
ary 22  that  it  was  still  not  too  late  to 
reverse  "the  injudicious  decision  to 
reimpose  prescription  charges,  especi- 
ally in  view  of  the  huge  administrative 
problems  involved  and  the  fact  that 
there  are  alternative  ways  of  raising 
the  money."  The  Prime  Minister  (Mr. 
Harold  Wilson)  agreed  there  was  time 
to  reverse  the  policy,  but  the  Govern- 
ment had  announced  the  policy  and 
there  was  no  question  of  reversing  it. 
The  exemption  procedures  were  being 
worked  out,  and  the  Government 
hoped  to  announce  the  details  of  the 
exemption  scheme  in  "two  or  three 
weeks."  There  was  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose, from  all  the  figures  he  had  seen 
and  the  details  that  were  being  dis- 
cussed with  doctors  and  others  con- 
cerned, any  great  change  was  needed  in 
the  original  estimate  of  net  saving. 

When  Mr.  F.  O.  Hooley  asked  the 
Minister  of  Health  on  February  26 
what  the  estimated  cost  would  be  to 
his  Department  of  refunding  prescrip- 
tion charges  for  1968-69  and  1969-70, 
Mr.  Kenneth  Robinson  said  no  close 
estimate  was  at  present  possible. 

Mr.  J.  Rankin  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Scotland  what  revenue  he 
had  received  in  each  of  the  past  four 
years  from  prescription  charges.  Reply- 
ing on  February  21  Mr.  W.  Ross  said 
that  revenue  received  from  prescription 
charges  in  the  financial  years  1961-62, 
1962-63,  1963-64  and  1964-65,  repre- 
senting, broadly,  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed in  the  years  ending  January  31, 


amounted  to  £2"07  million,  £2' 17m., 
£228m.  and  £2-30m.  respectively; 
charges  had  been  abolished  on  Febru- 
ary 1,  1965. 

Transport  of  Dangerous  Substances 

During  an  adjournement  debate  on 
Road  Transport  (Dangerous  Sub- 
stances). Mr.  David  Ennals  (Under 
Secretary  of  State,  Home  Office)  said 
that  by  April  the  Ministry  hoped  that 
over  200  inflammable  liquids  would 
be  added  to  the  current  list  of  con- 
trolled substances  and  by  December  it 
was  hoped  to  have  about  135  corrosive 
substances  and  forty  organic  peroxides 
controlled  by  legislation  so  as  to  en- 
sure the  safe  carriage  by  road  of  many 
substances  that  were  essential  to  the 
country's  industrial  effort. 

Possession  of  Drugs 

Mr.  J.  Thorpe  asked  the  Home  Sec- 
retary if  he  would  introduce  proposals 
to  amend  the  law  so  that  no  person 
would  be  convicted  of  being  in  pos- 
session of  Dangerous  Drugs  unless  it 
was  proved  that  he  knew  or  ought 
reasonably  to  have  known  that  he  was 
in  possession  of  such  drugs.  Mr.  James 
Callaghan  (Home  Secretary)  in  a  writ- 
ten answer  on  February  26,  replied 
"No." 

Drug  Addiction 

During  a  debate  on  the  Dangerous 
Drugs  (Notification  of  Addicts)  Regu- 
lations, 1968,  on  February  20,  Mr. 
Dick  Taverne  (Under-Secretary  of 
State,  Home  Office)  said  the  latest 
Home  Office  figures  of  addicts  related 
to  1966  when  1,349  addicts  were  known 
of  which  899  were  heroin  addicts. 
Replying  to  questions  concerning 
Methedrine,  Mr.  Taverne  said  the 
House  should  await  the  advice  given 
by  the  Standing  Advisory  Committee 
on  Drug  Dependence  that  was  consider- 
ing the  matter  "urgently."  If  amendment 
of  the  law  was  needed  to  deal  with 
Methedrine  "on  the  lines  of  heroin" 
then  the  Government  "would  gladly 
consider  an  amendment  of  the  law  .  . . 
However,  we  must  wait  for  the  experts 
to  make  up  their  minds  first." 

Enforcement  of  the  Notification 
Regulations  was  "tied  up  with  the 
prescribing  regulations."  He  could  not 
commit  the  Government  to  a  definite 
date  but  the  regulations  would  be  pro- 
duced "fairly  soon." 
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LEGAL  REPORTS 

Alleged  Trade  Mark  Infringement 

Following  undertakings  by  Dixons 
Photographic,  Ltd.,  High  Street,  Edg- 
ware,  Middlesex;  Arrowtabs,  Ltd.,  1 
Granville  Mews,  Cricklewood  Lane, 
London,  N.W.2,  have  withdrawn  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Chancery  Division  of 
the  High  Court,  London,  for  the  al- 
leged infringement  of  their  registered 
trade  mark,  Arrow,  in  current  Press 
advertising  and  window  displays  by 
the  Dixon  organisation. 

Stole  Cosmetics 

A  porter  who  had  stolen  a  quantity 
of  cosmetics  from  his  employer  was 
fined  £20  at  North  London  magis- 
trates' court  on  February  23.  Charles 
Matthew  Richards,  Northumberland 
Park,  N.15,  pleaded  guilty  to  stealing 
the  cosmetics  valued  at  £6  from  Fas- 
sett  &  Johnson,  Ltd.,  96  De  Beavoir 
Road,  London,  N.l.  A  police  officer 
said  Richards  had  been  employed  by 
the  company  for  five  months  and  had 
smuggled  the  goods  out  gradually.  On 
February  17  he  was  stopped  by  a 
traffic  officer  and,  when  his  car  was 
searched,  the  cosmetics  were  found 
in  the  boot.  As  a  result  he  had  been 
dismissed  from  the  job.  Richards  had 
nothing  to  say  in  court. 

COMPANY  NEWS 

Previous  year's  figures  in  parentheses 

LENTHERIC,  LTD.— The  company 
has  now  acquired  complete  control  of 
their  company  in  South  Africa. 

HICKSON  &  WELCH  (HOLD- 
INGS), LTD.  -  -  Mr.  D.  E.  Webb, 
F.C.A.,  has  been  appointed  chairman 
following  the  death  in  Jamaica  of  Mr. 
B.  Hickson  on  February  7. 

Winding-up 

McCLURE  YOUNG  &  CO.,  LTD., 
8  Standard  Road,  Park  Royal,  London, 
N.W.10.  Creditors  were  told  at  a 
meeting  in  London  on  February  23  that 
further  inquiries  would  need  to  be 
made  into  the  disposal  of  £72,000.  Mr. 
D.  Williams  (assistant  official  receiver), 
said  that  was  the  amount  received  by 
the  company  for  the  sale  of  the  freehold 
of  its  factory  in  Park  Royal.  The  free- 
hold was  sold  after  Robert  Patrick 
Byrne  Noonan  became  a  director  in 
1965.  Another  concern  he  controlled  had 
made  a  successful  take-over  bid  for 
the  company  and  had  paid  41s.  6d.  a 
share  to  the  people  who  then  controlled 
the  company.  Once  the  freehold  was 
sold  and  the  £72,000  received,  the  com- 
pany was  granted  a  lease  of  the  same 
factory.  The  bulk  of  the  £72,000  was 
lent  to  two  associated  concerns.  That 
money  had  since  been  written  off. 
The  concerns  to  which  the  money 
passed  were  named  by  Mr.  Williams 
as  Nationwide  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd. 
and  McClure  Young  (Exports),  Ltd. 
The  company  owed  £47,447,  £6.777 
was  due  to  preferential  creditors  and 
£9,278  to  a  debenture  holder.  On  Sep- 
tember 19,  1967,  the  bank  appointed 
Mr.  P.  Phillips,  a  London  accountant, 
as  receiver.  Later,  a  trade  creditor  pre- 
sented the  petition  for  winding-up.  The 
matter  was  left  with  the  official  receiver 
as  liquidator. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES 

BOWMANS  CHEMISTS  (CAR- 
LISLE), LTD.,  have  acquired  the  busi- 
ness of  Leslie  Ingall  (Chemists),  Ltd., 
Station  Road,  Silloth,  Cumberland. 

BAKE  LITE  XYLONITE,  LTD.,  have 
created  an  overseas  division  headed  by 
Mr.  S.  J.  D.  Nowson.  Export  operations 
will  be  consolidated  at  the  divisions' 
offices,  12  Grosvenor  Gardens,  London, 
S.W.I,  over  the  next  two  months. 

ELLEJAY  LABORATORIES,  LTD. 
and  STENDHAL  GREAT  BRITAIN, 
LTD.,  have  removed  to  10  Amwell 
Street,  London,  E.C.I  (telephones: 
01-278  2228  and  01-278  2296  respec- 
tively). 

ARTHUR  H. 
COX  &  CO., 
LTD.,  93  Lewes 
Road,  Brighton. 
—Mr.  A.  E. 
Corker, 
F.R.I.C.,  F.P.S., 
technical  direc- 
tor and  chief 
chemist  of  the 
company  has 
been  elected  to 
the  board  of 
directors  with 
effect  from  Jan- 
uary 1. 

PLYMOUTH  CO  -  OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY,  LTD.,  pharmacy  depart- 
ment, has  bought  the  pharmacy  of  E. 
Dingle  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  12  Moorshead 
Terrace,  Crownhill,  Plymouth,  and 
will  be  taking  over  the  business  on 
March  4. 

AN  agreement  has  been  reached 
between  Cussons  Group,  Ltd.,  and  The 
Union  International  Co.,  Ltd.,  under 
which  the  industrial  soap  interests  of 
James  Linday  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  has  been 
acquired  by  Gerard-Polysulphin,  Ltd. 
(a  subsidiary  of  Cussons  Group).  Pro- 
duction of  Lindsay's  industrial  products 
will  be  transferred  to  Gerard-Poly- 
sulphin's  Nottingham  factory.  Toilet 
soaps  at  present  sold  by  James  Linday 
&  Sons,  Ltd.,  will  in  future  be  sold  by 
Pure  Products,  Ltd.  (a  subsidiary  of 
Union  International). 

APPOINTMENTS 
Board  Changes 

IMPERIAL  CHEMICAL  INDUS- 
TRIES, LTD.— Sir  Peter  Allen  took 
over  as  chairman  of  the  company  on 
March  1  instead  of  April  1  because 
Sir  Paul  Chambers  has  had  to  enter 
hospital  for  an  operation. 

Directors 

BUSH  BOAKE  ALLEN,  LTD.— 
Mr.  A.  W.  Allen  has  been  appointed 
managing  director.  Mr.  Allen  will 
operate  the  company  as  one  division 
within  the  context  of  Albright  &  Wil- 
son's divisional  organisation.  Other 
appointments  are:  Messrs.  R.  G. 
Mason,  administration  director;  J.  A. 
Dean,  production  director;  S.  Hesling, 
technical  director;  T.  L.  Hughes,  over- 
seas director;  T.  S.  E.  Powell,  market- 
ing director  and  A.  Wilkinson,  planning 
and  development  director.  Dr.  R.  A. 
Gregory  (formerly  managing  director) 
will  be  leaving  the  company  after  more 
than  thirty  years'  service. 


STERLING-WINTHROP  GROUP 
LTD.— Mr.  R.  Williamson  has  been 
appointed  to  a 
newly  created 
post  of  group 
managing  di- 
rector. Mr. 
Williamson  has 
been  managing 
director  of  the 
Winthrop  Pro- 
ducts Co.  and 
Bayer  Products 
Co.  since  1961 
and  more  re- 
cently their 
chairman. 

Executives 

OPTREX,  LTD.,  have  appointed  Dr. 
R.  Hill,  marketing  manager  for  their 
group  of  companies.  Dr.  Hill  is  a 
science  graduate  of  Manchester  Uni- 
versity, where  he  studied  chemistry  and 
physics,  following  up  with  post-gradu- 
ate research  in  organic  chemistry  to  get 
his  Ph.D.  He  is  an  Associate  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Chemistry  and  an 
Associate  of  the  Institute  of  Marketing. 


PERSONALITIES 


MR. 
B.Sc, 


W  A.  WILLIAMS, 
secretary 


M.B.E., 
of     the  British 
Aerosol  Manu- 
facturers' Asso- 
ciation since  its 
formation  in 
1961  is  retiring 
from   office  at 
the  end  of  Feb- 
ruary. Mr.  Wil- 
liams became 
secretary  of  the 
Association  of 
British  Chemi- 
cal Manufac- 
turers (now  part 
of  the  Chemical! 
Industries  Asso-| 
ciation)  in  1937.  He  is  also  secretary  of  I 
the  British  Manufacturers  of  Agricul-j 
tural  Chemicals,  the  British  Disinfec-I 
tant  Manufacturers'  Association  and  the! 
Industrial  Pest  Control  Association.  He 
was  awarded  the  M.B.E.  in  1948  for 
war-time  services  to  the  Ministry  of 
Supply.  MR.  D.  ROBERTS,  who  has 
been  his  assistant  for  the  last  five  years 
succeeds  him  as  secretary  of  B.A.M.A 

Mr.  G.  R.  A.  SHORT,  the  recipienl 
of  the  1967  Harrison  Memorial  medal 
whose  address 
as  medallist  is 
summarised  on 
p.  196  quali- 
fied from  the 
Pharmaceutical 
Society's  school 
in  1922.  While 
there  he  won 
the  herbarium 
silver  and  prac- 
tical -  chemistry 
bronze  medals 
and  gained  the 
Redwood  scho- 
larship. He  was 

Ransom  research  scholar,  1924-26.  anc 
curator  of  the  Society's  museum.  Fron 
1934  to  1958  he  was  a  member  of  th< 
Society's  board  of  examiners,  from  193.' 
to  1941,  external  examiner  in  pharma 
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cognosy  for  Wales,  and  from  1946  to 
1949  external  examiner  for  the  univer- 
sity of  London.  In  1949  he  was  elec- 
ted a  Fellow  of  the  Linnaean  Society. 
Mr.  Short  has  published  a  number  of 
important  papers  on  chemical  and 
pharmaceutical  subjects,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  pharmacognosy  sub- 
committee of  the  British  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Codex  and  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia subcommittee  on  essential  oils 
and  crude  drugs,  chairman  of  a  joint 
committee  of  the  British  Essence  Manu- 
facturers' and  Flavouring  Compound 
Manufacturers'  Associations,  and  in 
1966  was  appointed  to  the  food  and 
agriculture  unit  of  the  World  Health 
Organisation.  He  holds  a  consultative 
appointment  with  Bush  Boake  Allen, 
Ltd.,  and  was  for  over  forty  years 
associated  with  its  predecessor,  W.  J. 
Bush,  Ltd.  Mr.  Short  continues  to 
carry  many  pharmaceutical  responsi- 
bilities, and  is  today  recognised  as  one 
of  the  country's  foremost  authorities  on 
the  flavouring  of  foods  and  drugs. 

MR.  W.  P.  MULLEN,  M.P.S.I.,  the 
newly-elected  captain  of  the  Irish 
Chemists'  Golf- 
ing Society,  this 
year  celebrates 
his  twenty-fifth 
year  of  service 
with  The  British 
Drug  Houses, 
Ltd.  Managing 
Director  of 
B.D.H.  (Ire- 
land), Ltd.,  he 
is  a  popular 
figure  in  the 
Irish  drug  trade 
and  has  been 
one  of  the 
Society's  most  loyal  members  since  its 
foundation.  Before  entering  the  whole- 
sale and  maufacturing  field,  Mr.  Mul- 
len had  experience  in  retail.  A  native 
of  Portlaoise,  he  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  Mr.  W.  P.  Gannon  in  his 
native  town,  qualifying  in  1937,  and 
subsequently  became  manager  of  the 
Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson,  Ltd., 
branch  at  Dalkey.  He  was  appointed  a 
B.D.H.  representative  in  1943,  and 
through  his  efforts  the  company  esta- 
blished a  manufacturing  industry  at 
Santry.  At  the  last  annual  meeting  in 
London,  the  chairman  of  B.D.H. 
described  the  Irish  and  New  Zealand 
foundations  of  the  company  as  two 
of  their  most  successful  overseas  ven- 
tures. 

OVERSEAS  VISITS 

MR.  HARRY  SEWARD  (managing 
director,  Optrex,  Ltd.),  flew  to  the 
United  States  and  Canada  on  Febru- 
ary 26  on  an  export  drive.  During  his 
stay  in  Chicago  Mr.  Seward  will  be 
meeting  Dr.  G.  Scherr  (technical  direc- 
tor, Consolidated  Laboratories)  to  dis- 
cuss corporate  developments  on 
alginate  adjuvant  manufactured  in  the 
Optrex  Group  laboratories.  The  sub- 
stance is  used  in  vaccines  to  enhance 
potency  and  effectiveness. 

DEATHS 

DYSON— On  February  10,  Mr.  Cyril 
Hawkridge  Dyson,  M.P.S.,  360  Upper 


Richmond  Road  West,  London,  S.W.14. 
Mr.  Dyson  qualified  as  a  pharmacist 
in  1921. 

LORD  FLOREY.— On  February  21, 
Lord  Florey,  O.M.,  F.R.S.,  president 
of  the  Royal 
Society,  1960- 
65,  and  provost 
at  the  Queen's 
College,  Oxford, 
from  1  962, 
aged  sixty-nine. 
Howard  Florey, 
an  Australian, 
became  profes- 
sor of  pathology 
at  the  Sir  Wil- 
liam Dunn 
School  of  Path- 
ology, Oxford 
University,  in 
1935.  His  studies  on  lysozyme  led  him 
to  explore  the  field  of  bacterial 
antagonism.  He  headed  the  research 
team  that  isolated  penicillin  and 
showed  that  is  had  chemotherapeutic 
activity.  He  was  knighted  in  1944, 
was  a  member  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council  1948-52,  and  shared  the  Nobel 
prize  for  medicine  in  1945  with  Pro- 
fessor Chain  and  the  late  Sir  Alexander 
Fleming. 

WARWICK— On  February  20,  Mr. 
D.  I.  Warwick  who  represented  Cupal, 
Ltd.,  Blackburn.  Mr.  Kenneth  E.  Wool- 
ley  (a  director,  Cupal,  Ltd.),  writes : 
Many  chemists  have  known  Mr.  War- 
wick for  a  long  time;  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  retail  pharmacy  for  twenty 
years  before  joining  Cupal  two  years 
ago.  He  was  a  representative  of  the 
"old  school;"  a  man  of  strong  prin- 
ciples and  great  integrity.  His  death 
came  as  a  sad  loss  to  his  many  friends 
and  to  his  company  also. 


INQUESTS 

Two  Preparations. — "A  series  of 
minor  errors"  were  described  at  an 
inquiry  into  the  death  at  Knightswood 
Hospital  on  October  2  of  Mr.  Robert 
Lowe,  70  Keal  Avenue,  Glasgow.  A 
post-mortem  examination  had  shown 
death  to  be  due  to  an  overdose  of 
Melleril.  A  staff  nurse  said  she  had 
given  the  drug  to  the  patient  and  added 
"I  was  positive  at  the  time  it  was 
Melleril  syrup,  but  I  cannot  be  sure 
now."  The  chief  pharmacist  explained 
that  the  wholesaler  had  supplied 
Melleril  concentrate,  which  she  had  not 
ordered.  Other  witnesses  said  that  sub- 
sequent checks  at  the  hospital  had 
failed  to  reveal  the  mistake  until  the 
day  after  Mr.  Lowe's  death.  It  was  then 
discovered  that  there  were  two  Melleril 
preparations  in  the  pharmacy  and  that 
the  concentrate  had  been  supplied  to 
the  ward  in  which  Mr.  Lowe  was  a 
patient.  When  Dr.  Edgar  Rentoul  (lec- 
turer in  forensic  medicine,  Glasgow 
University)  who  carried  out  the  post- 
mortem examination,  was  asked  if  he 
had  any  suggestions  as  to  how  that  kind 
of  mistake  could  be  avoided  in  the 
future.  He  said  bottles  could  be  more 
clearly  marked.  It  would  be  better  not 
to  make  a  concentrate,  or  to  supply 
only  the  syrup  to  hospitals.  Doctors 
and  nurses  were  taught  always  to  read 
the  bottle  before  administering  a  drug, 
but  he  did  not  think  any  of  them 
strictly  adhered  to  that  all  the  time. 
The  jury  was  told  by  the  sheriff-substi- 
tute "It  seems  clear  the  hospital  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  using  the  concen- 
trate. One  cannot  fault  nurses  who  have 
never  been  in  contact  with  the  concen- 
trate. .  .  .  This  appears  to  have  been  the 
result  of  a  series  of  minor  errors."  The 
jury  returned  a  formal  verdict. 


TRADE  NOTES 


Now  Tax-free— John  Wyeth  & 
Brother,  Ltd.,  Huntercombe  Lane 
South,  Taplow,  Maidenhead,  Berks., 
state  that  Prondol  anti-depressant  is  no 
longer  subject  to  purchase  tax. 

An  Additional  Pack.  —  Wallace 
Laboratories,  Wear  Bay  Road, 
Folkestone,  Kent,  are  introducing  an 
additional  pack  of  Miltown  SR;  it  con- 
tains 100  capsules. 

In  Metric  Pack  Sizes. — Parke  Davis 
&  Co.,  Staines  Road,  Hounslow,  Mid- 
dlesex, are  supplying  Caladryl  in  metric 
sizes  from  March  1.  The  packs  are 
bottles  of  125  mils  and  2\  litres. 

A  Cut  in  Price.— Gillette  Safety 
Razor  Co.,  Great  West  Road,  Isle- 
worth,  Middlesex,  have  cut  Is.  from 
the  price  of  the  refill  cartridge  for 
their  Techmatic  razor. 

Correction. — The  telephone  number 
of  Lessar  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Lesbro  Works, 
Hilton  Street,  Birmingham,  18,  is 
021-554  2234/5/6,  and  not  as  given, 
owing  to  a  printer's  error,  in  the  Sun- 
glasses Supplement,  February  24. 

Sole  Distributors  in  Eire. — Lastonet 
Products,  Ltd.,  have  appointed  The 
Royal  Distributing  Agency,  127  Lower 
Baggot  Street.  Dublin,  2  (telephone: 
Dublin  63151),  sole  distributors  for  the 
complete  range  of  Lastonet  surgical 
products  for  the  Republic  of  Ireland. 


Two  New  Shades.— Clairol,  Ltd., 
Stamford  House,  Station  Street,  Lang- 
ley,  Bucks,  are  adding  two  new  shades 
to  their  Nice  'N  Easy  range  of  hair 
colourants:  101  natural  baby  blonde, 
described  as  a  warm  honey  blonde; 
and  117  natural  medium-warm  brown. 

Mail  Stolen. — Supervite  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  Ltd.,  107  Great  Eastern  Street, 
London,  E.C.2,  apologise  to  those  who 
wrote  to  them  letters  that  should  have 
been  received  on  February  20.  That 
morning's  postal  delivery  was  stolen. 
Manufacturers  or  customers  who  have 
not  received  expected  replies  are  asked 
to  communicate  with  the  company 
again. 

New  Shades. — Two  additions  to  the 
pearlised  Coolie  lipstick  range  of 
Lentheric,  Ltd.,  17  Old  Bond  Street, 
London,  W.l,  are  "Rose  Coolie"  and 
"Amber  Coolie."  Coolies  may  be  worn 
by  themselves  or  combined  with  other 
colours  to  control,  mute  or  highlight. 
To  their  exciting,  irridescent  cream 
foundation  Messrs.  Lenth6ric  have 
added  a  "Frosted  Lighting  No.  4" 
shade. 

A  100-miI  Size. — E.  R.  Squibb  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  Regal  House,  Twickenham, 
Middlesex,  are  making  their  Myste- 
clin  syrup  (tetracycline  hydrochloride 
plus  Fungilin  (Squibb  amphotericin- 
B)),   available   in   100-mil  bottles  in 
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addition  to  the  present  60-mil  bottle. 
The  new  pack  provides  a  five-day 
course  of  treatment  for  children  re- 
quiring broad-spectrum  antibiotic 
therapy. 

Silicone  Cream  Reformulated.  —  A 

fortified  silicone  cream  with  improved 
skin-protective  properties  is  being  pro- 
moted to  the  medical  and  nursing  pro- 
fessions by  Lloyd-Hamol,  Ltd.,  103 
Mount  Street,  London,  W.l.  Syl  cream 
has  been  reformulated  and  now  con- 
tains silicone  oils  and  nitrocellulose 
("a  film-producing  agent  in  a  specially 
emulsified  form  which  permits  the  skin 
to  function  normally")  plus  benzalko- 
nium  chloride  antiseptic.  Packs  are  a 
tube  of  60  gm.  ahd  a  jar  of  500  gm. 

Bonus  Offers 

Bayer  Products  Co.,  Winthrop 
House,  Surbiton,  Surrey.  Panadol. 
Ready-display  counter  unit  containing 
thirty-six  2s.  3d.  and  twelve  6s.  9d. 
sizes  at  saving  of  9s.  Panadol  elixir, 
60-mils.  Twelve  invoiced  as  eleven. 

Premium  Offers 

Jeyes-Parazone  Sales,  Ltd.,  River  Road. 
Barking,  Essex.  3-Hands  Max.  Nightdress  at 
special  price. 

Elida,  Ltd.,  P.O.  Box  I.D.Y.,  Portman 
Square,  London,  W.l.  Cream  Silk.  One  free 
sachet  with  each  sachet  bought  (introductory 
offer). 


Fisons  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Lough- 
borough, Leics.  Bisks,  "Sixpence  off"  to  pur- 
chaser using  coupon  from  Woman  or  in 
packet. 

Goya,  Ltd.,  161  New  Bond  Street,  London, 
W.l.  Cosmetics  palettes.  Case  free  to  pur- 
chaser of  any  two  who  brings  coupon  from 
advertisements  in  women's  magazines. 

Kimberly-Clark,  Ltd.,  Larkfield,  nr.  Maid- 
stone, Kent,  and  Max  Factor  Hollywood  & 
London  (Sales),  Ltd.,  16  Old  Bond  Street. 
London,  W.l.  Kleenex  facial  tissues,  and 
Max  Factor,  have  joined  forces  in  a  superb 
premium  offer  to  be  featured  on  all  packs 
of  Kleenex  Silk  Soft  Tissues  during  the  period 
March  and  April.  The  new  Max  Factor  "Book 
of  Beauty"  (p.  128.  illust.)  valued  at  30  s. 
offered  to  consumer  for  9s.  6d.  plus  one  tear- 
out  strip  from  a  Kleenex  Silk  Soft  pack  for 
each  copy  ordered. 

Competitions 

A.  Wander,  Ltd.,  42  Upper  Grosvenor 
Street,  London,  W.l.  Prizes  in  a  "Win  A  Holi- 
day Home"  competition  organised  by  the 
company  are  two  Cedarworth  "Geneva"  leisure 
homes. 

Clairol,  Ltd.,  66  Baker  Street.  London, 
W.l.  Winner  of  "Temptress  of  the  Year"  series 
of  competitions  run  during  1967  was  Mrs. 
June  Flower,  Oundle,  Peterborough,  who 
elected  to  take  a  cheque  for  £150. 

Cyanamid  of  Great  Britain,  Ltd.,  Breck 
department.  Bush  House,  Aldwych,  London, 
W.l.  In  a  Miss  Breck  hair  spray  competition 
(to  find  new  faces  for  Miss  Breck  hair  spray 
can)  five  girls  won  a  week-end  in  London,  plus 
£50-worth  of  clothes,  a  hair  styling  and  a 
photographic  test. 


NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

Potassium  Chloride  by  Sustained 
Release. — Matthews  &  Wilson,  Ltd.,  45 
Morrish  Road,  London,  S.W.2,  are  now 
marketing  sustained-release  potassium- 
chloride  tablets  under  the  name 
Reponek.  Each  uncoated  tablet  contains 
500  mgm.  of  potassium  chloride,  B.P., 
in  a  sustained-release  base  Pack  is  a 
bottle  of  500. 

Ear  Drops. — Norgine,  Ltd.,  26  Bed- 
ford Row,  London,  W.C.I,  have 
launched  a  new  speciality,  Norgotin 
ear  drops,  with  bactericidal,  vasocon- 
strictor, decongestive  and  local- 
anaesthetic  properties.  The  drops  are 
indicated  in  acute  and  subacute  otitis 
media  and  otitis  externa,  either  alone 
or  as  an  adjunct  to  systemic  chemo- 
therapy. In  use,  twenty  drops  are  in- 
stilled into  the  affected  ear  each  hour 
until  pain  subsides,  then  every  three 
hours.  The  pack  is  a  dropper  bottle  of 
16  mils  of  solution,  which  contains  1 
per  cent,  w/v  of  ephedrine  hydro- 
chloride and  amethocaine  hydrochloride 
and  0"1  per  cent,  w/v  of  chlorhexidine 
acetate  in  propylene  glycol. 

ANIMAL  REMEDIES 

Paste  "Wormer." — A  new  anthelmin- 
tic paste  that  contains  trace  elements 
of  copper  and  cobalt  has  been  launched 
by  Cooper  McDougall  &  Robertson, 
Ltd.,  Ravens  Lane,  Berkhamsted,  Herts. 
The  product,  Loxon  Plus  paste,  is  sold 
in  five-sector  plastic  cartridges  for  use 
with  Varidoser  pistol,  which  places  a 
dose  of  the  paste  straight  into  the 
animal's  mouth.  The  new  formulation 
will  replace  the  Loxon  paste  as  suppl  ies 
of  the  new  product  become  available. 
The  farmer  is  now  able  to  worm  his 
sheep  and  lambs  and  provide  the  essen- 
tial trace  elements  in  one  operation. 


Cost  per  dose  of  the  new  "Plus"  pre- 
paration of  Loxon  is  the  same  as  for 
the  Loxon  paste  it  is  replacing. 

COSMETICS  AND  TOILETRIES 

A  Trio  of  Lipsticks. — Lancome  (Eng- 
land), Ltd.,  14  Grosvenor  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.l,  present  three  new  lipsticks: 
Sarong  (coral  pink);  Kriss  (glowing 
peach  —  "a  must  for  redheads")  and 
Garuda  (a  shimmering  bronze  —  "in- 
valuable for  blonds"). 

Protein  Hair  Products.  —  Jackel  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate,  Blyth, 
Northumberland,  are  distributing  three 
protein  hair  products  now  manufac- 
tured in  Britain:  "Living  Hair"  protein 
shampoo  and  conditioner  and  Protei- 
Set  styling  lotion. 

Skin  Treatment  Cream. — Described 
as  the  really  avant-garde  treatment 
cream  for  tired,  dry,  wrinkled  and 
prematurely  aged  skins.  Creme  Magis- 
trate, a  new  product  of  Guerlain,  Ltd., 
22  Aintree  Road,  Perivale,  Greenford, 
Middlesex,  is  a  nourishing  cream  based 
on  phosphorus  and  sulphur  derivatives 
that  are  understood  to  be  easily 
assimilated  and  indispensable  to  the 
skin  tissue.  The  product  also  contains 
azotised  products,  thirteen  vitamins, 
nucleic  acids,  and  extracts  of  organic 
tissue.  In  use  the  cream  is  spread  over 
the  face  and  kept  on  overnight. 

Lip  and  Nail  Cosmetics. — Mary 
Quant  Cosmetics,  Ltd.,  are  marketing 
through  Myram  Picker,  Ltd.,  Hook 
Rise,  Surbiton,  Surrey,  several  new 
cosmetic  products.  Sexpot  is  a  clear  red 
semi  pearl  lipstick.  "Quick-change 
glossies"  are  a  lipstick  and  brush  lip- 
stick for  colour  changes  on  the  lips 
(silver  goes  pink;  golden  goes  peach). 
Titch  is  a  new  nail  polish  in  twelve 
shades  (Sexpot,  Pink  Stunner,  Browned- 


off,  Nudie,  Freak-out,  Soft-sell,  Dolled-I 
up,  Big  Merger,  Sweetie,  Rooftop,! 
Fleshpot  and  Stoned).  "Every  little  bit" 
of  Titch  nail  polish,  say  the  makers, 
is  "maxi-mixed,"  held  in  a  new  sort  of 
thicker  suspension,  cancelling  out 
"settling  at  the  bottom"  problems. 

A   New    Hair   Conditioner. — Elida,! 

Ltd.,  Box  I.D.Y.,  Portman  Square,  Lon-[ 
don,  W.l,  have  launched  a  new  con- 
ditioner, "Cream  Silk,"  based  on  a 
natural  protein  formula  claimed  to  add 
shine  and  smoothness  to  dry,  dull  un- 
manageable hair.  An  out-of-condition 
hair  under  a  microscope,  say  the  manu- 
facturers, looks  rough  and  prickly 
looked  at  again  after  an  application  of 
"Cream  Silk"  it  is  smooth  and  glossy 
The  cream  is  applied  to  wet  hair  after 
shampooing  and  is  left  on  for  one 
minute  before  being  rinsed  off.  For  best 
results  the  cream  should  be  combed 
through  before  rinsing  The  product  is 
available  in  five-application  squeeze 
bottle  and  one-application  sachet. 

Products  for  Eye  Make-up. — Yardley 
of  London,  Ltd.,  33  Old  Bond  Street 
London,  W.l,  have  launched  four  new 
eye  make-up  preparations.  Shade-oul 
cream  is  described  as  a  soft,  stroke-or 
cream  that  masks  dark  shadows.  Eye 
shadow  powder  in  tiny  palette  is  foi 
use  as  a  refill  for  the  eye  Shado  in  th( 
Yardley  eye-lighters  range  or  to  switcl 


shades  (colours  are  blue-blue,  smok 
brown,  turquoise  green  aquatint,  sabl 
and  grey).  Liquid  eye-liner  provides 
"flowing  non-smudge  eye-liner"  fo 
those  who  prefer  a  liquid  type  witl 
brush  (the  Yardley  brush  is  double 
ended;  the  fine  end  reaches  right  to  th 
bottom  of  the  bottle).  Fourth  product 
Sweeperoo,  is  a  new  brush-on  auto 
matic  mascara  with  straight-side 
brush.  It  is  available  in  midnighl 
charcoal  and  sable  shades. 

Long-lasting  Hair  Colourant. — Fin 

product  of  a  new  Technique  division  o 
Shulton  (Great  Britain),  Ltd.,  10 
Brompton  Road,  London,  S.W.3 
"That's  My  Color,"  a  "shampoo-in 
long-lasting  hair  colourant  for  appl> 
ing  to  dry  hair.  "That's  My  Color"  con 
tains  protein  and  polyunsaturated  cor 
ditioners  and  "times  itself  automaticall 
off  after  twenty  minutes."  The  effect  i 
long-lasting  through  frequent  shampoc 
ings  the  colour  stays  "locked  in. 
"That's  My  Color"  covers  grey  hai 
and,  say  the  makers,  returns  the  nature 
colour  appearance  without  the  reddis 
tones  often  apparent  on  tinted  gre 
hair  when  colourants  have  been  usee 
and  there  is  no  colour  build-up  afte 
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several  applications,  and  no  need  to 
retouch  the  regrowth — "just  apply 
'That's  My  Color'  to  the  whole  head, 
and  it  evens  the  colour  out  automati- 
cally." There  are  twelve  shades:  Ultra 
light,  light  ash,  ash,  brownish  and 
golden  blondes;  light,  medium  and  dark 
ash  browns;  golden  brown;  light  and 
deep  auburns;  and  natural  black. 

A  New  Make-up  Collection. — To 
celebrate  1968  and  to  greet  "fashion's 
fresh  mood,"  Dorothy  Gray,  Ltd.,  45 
Conduit  Street,  London,  W.l,  have 
introduced  a  new  and  fully  co- 
ordinated Elation  make-up  collection. 
It  combines  today's  most  wanted 
beauty  aids  (blusher,  contouring  set, 
brush-on  eye  glamourisers)  with  stream- 
lined foundation  powders,  lipsticks, 
mascaras.  All  the  formulas  have  been 
expressly  developed  by  Dorothy  Gray 
chemists.  The  "Elation  look"  begins 
with  the  skin:  Liquid  make-up,  plus 
contouring  set  for  reshaping,  face  pow- 
der '  newly  important  and  colour- 
matched  to  the  foundation  (for  extra 
glow,  there  is  a  translucent  powder). 
"Elation"  next  lights  up  the  eyes,  first 
with  two  hazy  shades  (Moon  Frost  and 
grey  or  a  smoky  green  or  blue)  from 
the  twin  colour  palettes  in  new  brush- 
on  eyeshadow  compact,  then  with  eye- 
liner, liquid  or  brush-on,  block  or 
brush-on  Mascara,  finishing  with  pro- 
pelling eye-liner  pencil.  Elation  1968 
lipstick  colours  are  red — either  pinky- 
red  Pink  Flame  or  Vamp  Red;  so  are 
Elation  nail  enamels.  The  collection 
is  presented  in  gold-and-white,  with 
sleek  compacts,  jars  and  packs  elegant 
enough  for  dressing-table  display  yet 
lightweight  and  practical  for  a  busy 
life.  The  collection  presents  all  the 
important  shades  for  Spring  and 
Summer — "a  little  lower-key  at  eye 
level,  a  little  deeper  on  the  lips" — plus 
the  newest  colours.  The  products  show 
"the  little  details  for  which  Dorothy 
Gray  is  famous — the  maxi-mirrors  in 
the  compacts,  "twin"  names  for 
harmonising  foundation  and  powder 
shades,  making  shopping  easy,  non- 
spill  powder  box,  lipsticks  that  cannot 
twist  up  until  their  caps  are  removed. 
The  moderate  prices  bring  the  "look  of 
Elation"  within  any  beauty  budget. 
The  products  will  be  in  shops  all  over 
Great  Britain  by  the  beginning  of 
April. 


SUNDRIES 

Wig  Cleaner. — Keen  (World  Market- 
ing), Ltd.,  1  Crest  View,  Pinner,  Mid- 
dlesex, have  made  available  in  16-oz. 
aerosol,  a  new  British  product,  Ginger 


Group  wig  cleaner,  based  on  Genk- 
leane,  a  new  I.C.I,  formula  that  elim- 
inates the  former  toxic  aspects  of  wig 
cleaning  due  to  the  use  of  carbon  tetra- 
chloride. Ginger  Group  wig  cleaner, 
"the  perfect  means  of  dry  cleaning," 
is  understood  to  be  entirely  harmless. 

Real  Hair  Lashes  and  Artificial 
Nails— E.  R.  Holloway,  Ltd.,  Olding's 
Corner,  Hatfield,  Herts,  now  offer 
under  their  Ambray  trade  mark  real 
hair  eye-lashes  and  artificial  nails.  The 
lashes  are  in  either  black  or  brown  and 
ready  trimmed.  Each  pack  contains 
separate  adhesive.  The  nails  (fourteen 
in  a  box)  are  accurately  shaped. 
Adhesive  and  remover  are  supplied  in 


the  box.  Lash  adhesive,  nail  adhesive 
and  nail  remover  are  all  available 
separately.  Important  to  the  retailer  is 
the  striking  display  "dispenser,"  whose 
simple  tray  for  the  merchandise  takes 
a  colourful  "with-it"  showcard.  The 
display  unit  is  offered  with  1  doz. 
lashes,  half  doz.  nails  and  1  doz.  each 
of  the  adhesives  and  remover  at  a 
price  giving  a  50  per  cent,  mark-up. 

A  Shaver  Made  "Cordless". — The 
new  Selectronic  500  model  Selectric 
shaver  of  Remington  electric  shaver 
division  (Sperry  Rand,  Ltd.),  26  Ken- 
sington High  Street,  London,  W.8, 
bears  the  "family"  styling  of  the  cur- 
rent Remington  range.  Dispensing  en- 
tirely with  the  need  for  a  plug-in  re- 
charging cord,  the  model  is  automati- 
cally restored  to  peak  operating  effi- 
ciency by  placing  the  shaver  in  its 
combination  wall/table  stand.  A  sep- 
arate wafer-thin  reactance  charger 
located  in  the  base  of  the  stand  may, 
without  danger  of  overcharging,  be 
permanently  connected  to  any  90  to 
250-volt  alternating  current  supply,  so 
replenishing  the  shaver's  two  nickel- 


cadmium  energy  cells  when  required. 
A  full  24-hour  charge  then  provides 
up  to  fourteen  days  of  mains-power 
shaving  without  reliance  on  electricity 
supplies.  The  Selectronic  500  incorp- 
orates the  exclusive  dial  adjustment 
system  now  an  established  feature  of 
the  Remington  range.  Four  adjust- 
able head  positions  are  numbered  1-4. 
Dial  5  is  for  trimming  sideboards  and 
moustache;  and  dial  6  opens  two  side 
doors  on  the  head  assembly  for  quick 
blow-through  cleaning.  Three  twin 
shaving  heads  enable  close  shaves 
to  be  obtained  without  risk  of  irri- 
tation to  the  face.  The  stand  has  a 
wrap-around  cover  that  also  serves  as 
a  travel  pouch. 

"Union  Jack"  Vacuum  Flask. — To 
mark  the  start  of  their  three-pronged 
"Backing  Britain" 
campaign      (see  m 
p.     203)  Thermos, 
Ltd.,    Ongar  Road, 
Brentwood,      Essex,  |  H 
have    launched    the  Ljjt 


new  "Union  Jack" 
16-oz.  vacuum  flask 
illustrated.  Now  in 
full  production,  the 
flask  is  being  intro- 
duced in  a  large 
number  of  export 
markets  and  in  many 
has  had  an  enthu- 
siastic reception 
from  trade  buyers. 
It  has  the  hard-glass 
Thermos  inner  and 


handled  white  pro- 
pylene cup  cap.  The  makers  are  making 
no  increases  in  prices  of  their  various 
models  as  a  result  of  devaluation. 

Conforming  Bandages. — Johnson  & 
Johnson  (Gt.  Britain),  Ltd.,  Slough, 
Bucks,  point  out  that  conforming 
bandages  are  going  on  to  the  Drug 
Tariff  on  March  1,  and  the  company 


have  already  commenced  distribution 
to  retail  pharmacists.  Kling  conform- 
ing bandages  are  available  in  four 
Drug  Tariff  sizes  (2,  3,  4  and  6-in., 
all  4-yd.  long).  Picture  shows  model 
girl  Miss  Sylvia  Crouch  demonstrating 
the  bandages  at  a  recent  sales  confer- 
ence of  the  company. 
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BRANCH  EVENTS 


MANUFACTURERS' 
ACTIVITIES 

Sales  Conference. — Fassett  &  John- 
son, Ltd.,  96  De  Beauvoir  Road,  Lon- 
don, N.l,  devoted  a  session  of  their 
recent  sales  conference  to  Associated 
Products  (England),  Ltd. 

Staff  Outing.— On  February  10  the 
staff  of  A.C.  Vallance,  Ltd.,  Mans- 
field, were  entertained  to  a  "day  out" 
in  London.  The  party  comprised  240 
people  and  occupied  six  coaches.  The 
majority  attended  the  Cinderella  ice 
show  at  Wembley.  Others  enjoyed 
football  or  racing. 

Cash  Bonuses  for  Displays. — Teams 
of  "mystery  shoppers,"  will  be  on  tour 
from  Coleman  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Norwich, 
offering  cash  incentives  for  retailers  and 
a  "shilling-off"  special  offer  for 
customers  in  a  new  national  sales  pro- 
motional campaign,  including  instant 
cash  prizes  for  displays  and  recom- 
mendations of  the  product.  A  window 
display  of  at  least  three  bottles  of 
Wincarnis  gold  label  wins  two  pounds; 
a  recommendation  of  gold  label  in 
reply  to  a  request  for  "tonic  wine" 
wins  a  further  pound,  as  does  a  counter 
display  of  at  least  three  bottles. 

Tournament  Renamed. — The  former 
Agfa-Gevaert  Professional  Golf 
Tournament  sponsored  by  Agfa- 
Gevaert,  Ltd.,  Great  West  Road,  Brent- 
ford, Middlesex,  is  being  held  this  year 
at  Stoke  Poges  golf  club,  Bucks,  May 
9-11  under  the  new  title  Agfacolor 
Film  Golf  Tournament.  The  prize  fund 
is  being  raised  from  £4,000  to  £4,250 
(the  additional  £250  for  distribution 
among  the  lower  places  in  the  final 
day's  qualifiers,  top  prize  remaining  at 
£750).  The  competition  is  again  one 
of  the  qualifying  events  for  the  Alcan 
Golfer  of  the  Year  Championship 
being  held  at  Royal  Birkdale  golf  club, 
Southport,  Lanes,  October  2-5. 

An  Education  Service  in  Baby 
Health. — Maws  Pharmacy  Supplies, 
Ltd.,  Barnet,  Herts,  have  established  a 
health  education  service  aimed  at  en- 
suring a  steady,  unbiased  interchange 
of  information  and  advice  between  the 
company  and  those  who  are  profes- 
sionally concerned  in  the  well-being  of 
babies  and  their  mothers.  Medical 
officers  of  health,  midwives  and  health 
visitors,  including  trainees,  student 
nurses  and  student  nursery  nurses  can 
be  kept  informed  about  the  company's 
products.  The  company  invite  com- 
ments, favourable  or  otherwise,  about 
how  the  products  come  up  to  expecta- 
tions when  put  to  use.  The  service  will 
also  supply  visual  aids  such  as  a  three- 
part  film  strip,  wall  charts  and  material 
for  use  in  actual  demonstrations. 
Speakers  for  mothercraft  and  parent- 
craft  classes  will  also  be  made  avail- 
able. A  series  of  conducted  tours  round 
the  company's  factory  at  Barnet,  Herts, 
has  been  planned,  during  which  visi- 
tors will  be  able  to  listen  to  short  talks 
on  a  variety  of  subjects.  All  the  educa- 
tional material  is  designed  after  con- 
sultation with  health-education  officers 
and  others  teaching  mothercraft,  and 
most  of  it  is  distribtued  free  of  charge. 
The  service  is  supervised  by  the  com- 
pany's consultant  for  health  education: 
Mr.  Sylvia  Meredith,  M.I.H.E. 


EPSOM  AND  SUTTON  N.P.U. 

N.H.S.  Matters  Clarified 

The  assistant  secretary  of  the  Central 
N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors)  Commit- 
tee (Mr.  J.  Charlton)  addressed  mem- 
bers of  the  Epsom  and  Sutton  and 
adjoining  Branches  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  in  Epsom  on 
January  30,  on  "N.H.S.  —  The  Present 
Position,"  and  gave  a  resume  of  events 
from  the  inception  of  the  service.  In 
a  brisk  ensuing  discussion  Mr.  Charlton 
clarified  numerous  questions.  In  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Charlton,  oppor- 
tunity was  taken  to  express  confidence 
in  the  Committee  he  served  and  full 
support  of  its  conduct  of  negotiations 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

PRESTON 
Annual  Dinner 

Pharmacists  and  representatives  of 
the  pharmaceutical  industry  together 
with  their  wives  and  friends,  more  than 
200  in  all,  attended  the  annual  dinner 
and  dance  of  Preston  Pharmacists' 
Association  on  January  25.  Chief  guest 
was  Mr.  Allen  Aldington  (president  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  with  Mrs. 
Aldington.  For  the  president  it  was  a 
return  to  the  town  where  he  gained  his 
early  education  and  started  his  career 
in  pharmacy  as  an  apprentice.  Other 
guests  included  the  clerks  to  both  Pres- 
ton and  Lancashire  Executive  Councils 
and  the  Editor  of  the  Lancashire  Even- 
ing Post  (Mr.  F.  C.  Wilford)  who 
earlier  in  the  season  had  given  a  talk 
to  members.  After  dinner  and  the 
toasts  the  company  enjoyed  dancing 
until  1  a.m.  when  the  function  was  con- 
cluded by  breakfast. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
Valentines 

No  fewer  than  216  pharmacists  and 
their  guests  sat  down  to  dine  on  the 
occasion  of  the  annual  dinner  and 
dance  of  the  Southend  and  District 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
on  February  14.  As  it  was  St.  Valen- 
tine's day,  each  lady  received  a  spray 
of  flowers,  and  the  place  cards  and 
table  numbers  were  in  the  form  of 
pink  and  blue  hearts  trimmed  with 
lace.  The  toast  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  was  proposed 
by  Dr.  H.  F.  Hiscocks  (chairman, 
Southend-on-Sea  Executive  Council 
and  president.  Executive  Councils' 
Association  (England)).  In  his  reply, 
Mr.  A.  Howells  (vice-president  of  the 
Society)  commented  on  the  Medicines 
Bill,  which  was  due  to  be  debated  in 
Parliament  the  following  day,  stressing 
its  importance  to  all  pharmacists.  The 
sum  of  £27  was  raised  for  the  Bene- 
volent Fund. 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT 
Work  of  Council 

Charges  of  being  unrealistic,  often 
levelled  at  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  were  rebutted  by  Mr. 
W.  M.  Darling  (a  member  of  Council) 
in  a  recent  address  to  the  Isle  of 
Wight  Branch  of  the  Society  at  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  Newport.  To  prove 


how  unfair  the  comment  was,  he  said, 
he  would  explain  the  duties  and  prob- 
lems of  the  Ethical  Committee.  They 
included  controlling  unprofessional 
conduct  not  amounting  to  breaches  of 
the  law;  advising  on  the  propriety  of 
such  things  as  new  types  of  advertising 
samples,  etc.,  and  broad  matters  of 
policy  regarding  professional  conduct. 
Mr.  Darling  cited  examples  and  went 
on  to  deal  with  other  problems. 
Planned  distribution,  he  said,  would 
enable  a  comprehensive  pharmaceu- 
tical service  to  be  provided.  Many 
graduates  were  not  prepared  to  accept 
present-day  conditions  in  retail  phar- 
macy. Amalgamations  must  therefore 
take  place.  Mr.  Darling  told  how  the 
Council  had  sent  letters  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  reimposition  of  N.H.S. 
prescription  charges,  and  how  head- 
quarters staff  were  discussing  pharma- 
ceutical problems  with  all  kinds  of 
authorities  from  town  planners  to  Exe- 
cutive Councils.  Council  comments  on 
the  White  Paper  on  forthcoming  legis- 
lation, amended  after  the  special 
Branch  Representatives  meeting,  had 
been  sent  to  the  Ministry  and  many 
meetings  had  since  taken  place.  The 
speaker  explained  the  comments.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  by 
Alderman  Ramage. 

THAMES  VALLEY 

Smuggling  and  the  Customs 

Smuggling  was  defined  by  Mr. 
W.  D.  Keen,  (Waterguard  branch 
H.M.  Board  of  Customs  and  Excise) 
when  he  addressed  the  Thames  Valley 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
at  Winthrop  House,  Surbiton,  recently, 
as  "not  declaring  goods,  with  the  in- 
tention of  evading  Customs  Duty." 
Mr.  Keen  briefly  detailed  the  duties 
of  each  of  the  sections  comprising 
the  Board,  including  the  solicitors 
office,  which  dealt  with  purchase-tax 
evasion  and  the  illegal  export  of  cur- 
rency; the  intelligence  branch,  which 
dealt  directly  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  the  preparation  of 
the  Budget,  the  valuation  board 
which  was  concerned  with  rates  of 
purchase  tax  levied  on  specific  im- 
ported goods;  and  the  statistical 
branch,  which  issued  the  country's 
monthly  trading  figures.  The  technical 
or  waterguard  branch  dealt  mainly 
with  air,  coastal,  sea  and  river  security, 
the  prevention  of  smuggling,  quaran- 
tine of  both  ships  and  aircraft,  collec- 
ted various  dock,  cargo,  tonnage  and 
deck  cargo  dues,  and  was  concerned 
with  preventing  entry  into  the  country 
of  illicit  Dangerous  Drugs.  Explaining 
the  duties  of  customs  officers  at  sea 
and  airports,  Mr.  Keen  mentioned 
"intuition,"  combined  with  a  selective 
system  of  inspection.  In  question  time 
Mr.  Keen  elaborated  on  the  distribu- 
tion or  destruction  of  impounded 
goods  at  the  Customs  House  in  the 
City  of  London.  To  a  question  "Is 
smuggling  still  a  paying  proposition," 
his  reply  was  "It's  still  a  very  costly 
business  when  you  are  caught!"  Mr. 
Keen  was  thanked  on  behalf  of  the 
Branch  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Norrie  (imme- 
diate past  president). 
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Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily 
for  publication.  The  Editor  does  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  the 

The  Dickson  Case 


Sir, — May  I  invoke  the  courtesy  of 
your  columns.  In  the  many  days  of 
hearing  of  this  action  I  saw  how  dili- 
gently the  Judges  in  Chancery  and  the 
Court  of  Appeal  studied  all  the  evi- 
dence and  argument  of  law,  fact  and 
logic  that  the  parties  and  the  public 
interest  could  require,  to  an  extent  far 
greater  than  possible  in  any  short  de- 
bate. Important  facts  and  interpreta- 
tions came  to  light  that  were  never 
known  to  those  who  voted  at  the  Albert 
Hall  meeting.  For  most  of  the  hearing 
no  members  of  the  Council  of  the 
Society  were  present.  If  they  had  been, 
or  had  read  the  unexpurgated  transcript 
of  evidence  in  full,  I  doubt  if  they 
would  dream  of  further  appeal.  The 
Society  may  still  withdraw  and  save 
thousands  of  £s.  In  my  application  to 
the  Court  of  appeal  I  stated  that  the 
Society  had  refused  to  take  a  poll  of 
its  members.  In  his  deferred  judgment 
Lord  Denning,  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
supported  me  by  saying  that  the 
opinion  of  22,000  members  was  not 
known.  Though  Lord  Denning  drew 
attention  to  that  aspect  the  Society 
has  still  failed  to  respond.  I  intend  to 
inform  the  House  of  Lords  of  this.  It 
would  help  if  all  members  would  write 
to  me  saying  whether  or  not  they  wish 
the  Society  to  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords  for  what  will  be  a  third  hearing 
of  the  case.  Please  write  at  once,  be- 
fore March  18,  the  date  of  the  hearing. 
This  would  reveal  not  only  the  state  of 
opinion  but  how  many  are  aware  of 
the  restrictive  resolution  that  would 
have  applied  to  every  member  in  busi- 
ness. E.  J.  White, 
High  Street, 
Westerham,  Kent 

Pitfalls  in  Selling  Brushes 

Sir, — It  must  be  extremely  difficult 
for  distributors  to  keep  pace  with  the 
necessary  requirements  of  various  Acts 
and  Orders  these  days  and  it  is  there- 
fore with  some  hesitancy  that  I  refer  to 
two  of  the  older  group,  namely  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Acts  of  1887  to 
1953,  and  to  point  out  that  they  are  not 
being  observed  as  strictly  as  they  should. 
With  brushes,  for  instance,  it  is  not 
lawful  to  sell  or  expose  for  sale  any 
imported  brushes  unless  they  bear  an 
indication  of  origin,  such  indication 
being  impressed  or  placed  on  the  brush 
in  a  prescribed  manner.  Some  brushes 
we  have  seen  certainly  do  not  comply 
with  these  requirement,  and  there  is 
one  which  is  certainly  suspect,  namely 
a  combined  clothes  brush  and  shoe 
horn  imported  from  the  Continent, 
completed  in  this  country  by  the  attach- 
ment of  a  leather  back  to  the  brush, 
but  not  marked.  On  consulting  the 
appropriate  Government  authority  we 
have  been  informed  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  authority,  such  brushes  should 
bear  an  indication  of  origin  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Act.  Conversely  any 
attemot  to  call  these  brushes  "British 
Made"  or  infer  that  they  are  would,  of 
course,  be  an  infringement  of  the  Act. 
Anoth:i   instance  of  infringement,  in 


s  expressed. 

our  opinion,  would  be  the  placing  of 
imported  brushes  in  leather  or  plastic 
cases  and  calling  the  set  "British  made  '. 
Distributors  should  make  certain  that, 
if  the  brushes  they  buy  are  imported, 
they  are  marked  in  accordance  with  the 
requisite  Orders.  That  is  imperative  so 
far  as  distributors  are  concerned,  other- 
wise they  are  liable  to  the  penalties 
under  the  Acts.  Another  point  for  dis- 
tributors to  watch  is  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  brush  manufacturers  to  name 
the  filling  materials  used  in  their 
brushes  but  that  if  they  do  then  such 
descriptions  must  be  accurate.  Brush 
manufacturers  in  the  United  Kingdom 
are  aware  that,  where  more  than  one 
material  is  used  in  the  filling  and  a 
description  is  placed  on  the  brush,  then 
the  materials  must  be  described  in 
order  of  their  preponderance  of  weight. 
The  fact  is  not  always  observed  by 
manufacturers  abroad,  and  we  have 
come  across  instances  of  imported 
brushes  bearing  the  description  "bristle/ 
nylon"  where  the  bristle  content  has 
been  extremely  small.  Even  if  the  de- 
scription was  reversed  ("nylon/bristle"), 
a  prosecution  could  follow  if  the  bristle 
content  was  so  small  as  to  be  mislead- 
ing. I  should  also  remind  distributors 
of  the  penalties  provided  for  in  the 
Trade  Descriptions  (No.  2)  Bill.  The 
utmost  care  is  necessary  in  the  sale  or 
offer  for  sale  of  brushes. 

R.  F.  Knox,  Secretary, 
British  Brush  Manufacturers' 
Association 
London,  E.C.I 

Clinical  Pharmacology 

Sir,  —  Your  contributor  "Hospital 
Pharmacist,"  in  his  article  entitled 
"Pharmacy,  Pharmacology  and  Thera- 
peutics" (C.  &  D.,  January  27,  p.  80) 
appears  to  me  to  be  replying  to  a  letter 
from  me  to  the  editor  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Journal  (December  9,  1967, 
p.  602).  The  article  outlines  some  of 
the  considerable  difficulties  that  beset 
the  hospital  pharmacist  in  his  quest  to 
become  a  clinical  pharmacologist,  but 
paints  a  picture  which  in  my  opinion 
is  much  darker  than  the  facts  justify.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  know  all  the  answers. 
Perhaps  I  can  ask  one  or  two  questions 
and  reply  to  one  or  two  of  your  con- 
tributor's points.  What  is  the  law  that 
prevents  a  pharmacist  who  is  legally  in 
possession  of  a  schedule  4  poison  from 
administering  it  to  a  person  who  is 
fully  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  ex- 
periment and  the  potential  hazards? 
Why  does  the  clinical  pharmacologist 
need  to  know  all  the  doctor  is  expected 
to  know  about  anatomy  and  the  symp- 
toms of  disease,  and  why  does  he  need 
to  have  the  experience  of  a  preregistra- 
tion  house  officer  to  enable  him  to  deal 
with  emergencies?  He  (in  my  picture 
of  the  cilinical  pharmacologist)  is  an 
adviser  to  the  doctor  who  is  dealing 
with  the  emergency.  He  can  offer  a 
suggestion  as  to  why  the  drug  the  doc- 
tor so  precipitately  used  to  deal  with 
the  emergency  was  unsuccessful  and 
recommend  another  drug  or  another 
formulation  that  is  more  appropriate. 


Why  cannot  the  pharmacist  member  of 
a  clinical  pharmacology  team  ever 
hope  to  be  its  leader?  The  team  that  I 
suggest,  which  will  include  junior  doc- 
tors as  well  as  pharmacists,  may  surely 
be  led  by  the  one  who  is  most  expert 
in  pharmacology  and  he  may  well  be 
the  pharmacist.  Your  contributor, 
I  believe,  knows  well  that  in  hospitals 
in  which  pharmacology  is  studied  the 
volunteers  may  be  medical  students, 
other  hospital  staff  or  more  frequently 
the  doctors  themselves.  I  can  give  a 
simple  and  straightforward  answer  to 
one  question:  "How  can  one  determine 
the  extent  to  which  it  is  absorbed  with- 
out actually  administering  it?"  Answer. 
By  taking  it  (i.e.,  by  admiinstering  it 
to  oneself).  Your  contributor  doubts 
whether  a  student  would  choose  phar- 
macy when  a  course  of  similar  length 
could  lead  to  registration  as  a  medical 
practitioner.  The  factors  that  govern 
the  choice  of  career  at  entrance  to  uni- 
versity are  too  numerous  for  anyone  to 
say  categorically  that  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  students,  given  the  choice, 
would  choose  medicine.  Remembering 
that  the  vast  majority  of  medical  prac- 
titioners must  become  general  practi- 
tioners, I  feel  sure  that  many  to  whom 
the  choice  is  available  will  opt  for  a 
career  as  hospital  pharmacist/pharma- 
cologist provided  the  image  is  put  over 
adequately  and  the  salary  is  appropriate 
to  the  qualifications  and  period  of 
training.  I  believe  that  this  topic  is  the 
most  important  one  for  the  hospial 
pharmacist  today.  It  is  vitally  important 
that  decisions  as  to  the  future  of  the 
hospital  pharmacist  should  be  based 
on  clear  thinking  and  sound  judgment. 
But  I  am  not  convinced  that  those  who 
have  reached  more  sober  and  conserva- 
tive conclusions  than  I  have  necessarily 
done  so  because  of  clearer  thinking. 

George  Raine, 
Harrow,  Middlesex. 

Top  Twenty 

Sir, — On  walks  down  the  High 
Street  on  the  way  to  bank  my  meagre 


takings  I  was  glad  to  observe  that  one 
of  my  professional  brethren  had  at 
last  achieved  equality  with  the  world's 
top  twenty  (except  in  remuneration  of 
course).  Still  very  resigned 

P  S.  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  —  wondered  if 
it  would  help  to  present  case  to  House 
of  Lords! 
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Verdict  in  a  Vacuum 

Distributors  can  hardly  escape  the  feeling  that  it  has 
been  Government  policy  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years  to  discriminate  against  them.  They  can  cite  the 
imposition  of  the  selective  employment  tax,  only  par- 
tially relaxed  for  part-time  workers  after  strong  pro- 
tests; the  denial  of  depreciation  allowances;  and  the 
withdrawal  of  investment  allowances  on  commercial 
buildings.  A  new  blow  comes  with  the  main  conclu- 
sion of  the  National  Board  for  Prices  and  Incomes  in 
its  report  on  distributors'  margins  on  "recommended 
prices"  (see  C.  &  D .,  February  24,  p.  160).  The  Board's 
finding  is  that  "in  most  circumstances  there  is  no  need 
for  increase  in  distributors'  cash  margins  as  a  result 
of  devaluation." 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  devaluation  has  affected  the 
basic  cost  of  raw  materials  for  manufacturers — particu- 
larly in  the  chemical  field — more  than  it  has  increased 
the  overheads  of  distributors,  whether  by  wholesale 
or  by  retail.  However,  while  higher  petrol  prices  were 
soon  in  operation  for  everyone,  the  full  effects  of  de- 
valuation on  distributors  and  their  customers  have  still 
to  be  felt.  In  the  meantime  there  are,  in  addition  to 
S.E.T.,  such  general  increases  as  higher  National  Insur- 
ance payments,  while  those  engaged  in  the  distributive 
trades  have  had  to  absorb  the  training-board  levy  and 
increases  in  local  rates,  lighting  and  heating  charges  and 
in  interest  on  overdrafts.  In  the  near  future  they  will 
have  to  contend  with  increased  postal  and  telephone 
charges. 

Retail  pharmacy  usually  reckons  to  turn  over  its 
stock  four  times  a  year  but  the  Board,  in  calculating — 
for  distributors  as  a  whole — the  increases  caused  by 
devaluation,  used  a  stock  turnover  figure  of  nine,  and 
calculated  the  cost  of  insurance  and  overdraft  interest 
accordingly,  arriving  at  a  figure  less  than  half  of  what 
would  be  appropriate  for  pharmacy.  The  Board's  sur- 
vey of  five  proprietary  medicine  manufacturers  inter- 
viewed showed  that  their  retail  mark-up  ranged  from 
25  to  33|  per  cent.,  which,  considering  the  turnover 
and  often  the  special  storage  and  selling  arrangements 
necessary,  is  by  no  means  excessive  when  set  against 
the  distribution  arrangements  for  the  other  commodi- 
ties investigated.  Perhaps  the  Board  had  retail  pharmacy 
in  mind  as  one  of  the  "particular  trades  where  some 
increase  in  distributors'  cash  margins  may  be  appro- 
priate." 

Whether  or  not  that  was  so,  the  Board's  findings 
about  the  retail  mark-up  of  proprietary  medicines,  when 
compared  with  higher  figures  obtained  in  other  areas, 


do  appear  to  support  the  argument  that  resale  price 
maintenance  helps  to  stabilise  prices  to  the  advantage 
of  the  consumer,  and  is  not  a  device  merely  to.  achieve 
maximum  mark-up  (as  some  of  its  critics  claim). 

By  emphasising  that  it  was  solely  concerned  with  the 
effects  of  devaluation  on  distributors'  current  margins 
and  NOT  [their  style]  with  the  merits  and  practice 
of  recommending  prices  or  the  justification  of  any  in- 
crease by  manufacturers,  or  whether  existing  profit 
margins  of  wholesalers  or  retailers  were  reasonable, 
the  National  Board  appears  to  have  recognised  the 
weakness  of  its  findings  and  the  narrow  aspect  upon 
which  they  were  based. 

The  Board  was,  of  course,  given  a  remit  by  the 
Government  and  had  to  act  on  that,  and  had  also  to 
prepare  its  report  before  devaluation  had  "worked 
its  way  through  to  retail  prices  generally."  With  some 
justification,  therefore,  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade 
has  declared  the  findings  "dangerously  theoretical."  If 
that  description  is  true  for  the  retail  trader  in  general  it 
takes  on  added  weight  when  applied  to  the  retailing  of 
pharmaceuticals. 

ON  THE  SIDELINES 

★  LITHIUM  COMES  INTO  ITS  OWN  ★ 
Although  discovered  in  the  late  autumn  of  1817,  by 
Johan  Arfvedson,  assistant  to  the  eminent  chemist  Berze- 
lius,  lithium  proved  of  little  use  to  industry  until  two  world 
wars  had  changed  the  whole  outlook.  The  use  of  lithia 
water  and  lithia  in  pharmacy  and  in  glazes  were  early 
applications,  lithia  being  regarded  as  a  boon  for  treating 
gout  and  related  ills.  Spa  waters  containing  lithium  became 
boosted  after  Berzelius  had  found  lithia  in  the  waters  of 
Karlsbad,  Marienbad  and  Egger-Franzensbad.  When  Bunsen 
became  attracted  to  lithium  studies  he  found  a  record 
amount  of  295  mgm.  of  lithium  per  litre  in  a  Baden-Baden 
spring — a  record,  at  least  had  not  the  county  of  Cornwall 
sprung  a  surprise  in  mineral  history  with  the  spring  waters 
of  the  Wheal  Clifford  mine  near  Redruth.  Those  waters 
were  found  to  contain  372  mgm.  of  lithium  per  litre.  With 
pharmacists  engaged  in  early  studies  of  lithium  chemistry, 
it  was  not  unexpected  to  find  prescriptions  including  lithium 
carbonate,  sulphate,  iodide,  citrate  and  salicylate,  with 
claims  for  diuretic  and  antirheumatic  effects.  First  hints 
that  a  new  element  was  present  in  minerals  like  spodumene 
and  petalite  came  with  their  analysis  by  the  French  chemist 
Nicolas  Vauquelin,  a  brilliant  scientist  who  rose  from  farm 
labouring  in  his  native  Normandy,  through  bottle-washing 
in  pharmacies  in  Rouen  and  elsewhere,  to  eminence  as  an 
expert  analyst  and  discoverer  of  chromium.  Vauquelin 
noticed  a  gap  of  9'5  per  cent,  unaccounted  for  in  his  analy- 
sis of  spodumene.  It  was  the  first  hint  to  him  of  something 
new.  Then  Arfvedson,  in  researches  in  the  laboratory  of 
Berzelius  at  Stockholm,  discovered  a  new  base  present  in 
petalite,  indicating  a  new  alkali  metal.  Arfvedson,  who  had 
fused  the  mineral  with  potassium  carbonate,  noted  the  pro- 
portion of  alumina  and  silica  present  and  investigated  a  4 
per  cent,  gap  in  the  analysis.  He  went  on  to  prepare 
lithium  acetate,  to  ignite  it,  and  from  the  carbonate  to  pre- 
pare various  salts.  At  the  same  time  he  noted  the  low  solu- 
bility of  the  carbonate  and  the  moderate  figure  for  the 
hydroxide.  Lithium  hydroxide  is  also  exception  to  the  alkali 
metal  hydroxides  in  being  non-deliquescent,  a  property  made 
use  of  on  a  considerable  scale  for  removing  carbon  dioxide 
from  submarine  atmospheres. 

When  it  came  to  preparing  lithium  metal,  Arfvedson 
failed.  Reduction  of  the  oxide  proved  too  difficult  and  elec- 
trolysis also  failed,  owing  the  insufficently  powerful  vol- 
taic pile  available.  So  it  was  left  to  the  immortal  Davy  to 
succeed  with  the  Royal  Institution  voltaic  pile  that  had 
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proved  so  useful  in  electrolysis  of  other  alkali  metal  salts. 
Davy's  success  early  in  1818  had  to  be  shared  with  William 
T.  Brande,  a  one-time  apothecary's  apprentice  and  successor 
to  Davy  at  the  Royal  Institution  who  carried  out  a  similar 
preparation  of  lithium.  Rather  remarkable  was  the  fact 
that  the  vivid  carmine  red  flame  test  was  noticed  by  no 
chemist  until  Christian  Gmelin,  nephew  of  the  eminent 
Leopold  Gmelin  of  Heidelberg,  first  observed  it  in  1818. 

One  other  striking  point  relating  to  lithium  has  been  its 
"hush-hush"  role  in  the  manufacture  of  the  atomic  bomb, 
a  grim  contrast  to  the  old  view  of  an  element  innocuous 
enough  as  a  constituent  of  spa  waters.  The  isotope  lithium 
six  or  Li6  is  used  in  the  preparation  of  lithium  deuteride 
for  the  hydrogen  bomb.  In  contrast  the  less  sinister  isotope 
lithium  seven  is  used  in  nuclear  reactors  by  virtue  of  its 
very  low  neutron  cross-section.  Such  are  the  modern  aspects 
of  this  alkali  metal  with  a  such  a  low  atomic  mass.  Lithium 
hydride,  as  a  portable  source  of  hydrogen,  is  also  an  item 
of  military  significance,  again  in  contrast  with  the  use  of 
lithium  aluminium  hydride  in  organic  synthesis  in  the 
laboratory  and  in  industry.  The  use  of  lithium  metal,  apart 
from  metallurgical  applications,  is  seen  in  condensations 
allied  to  Grignard  reactions  using  magnesium.  The  use  of 
lithium  hydroxide  in  alkaline  cells,  for  removing  carbon 
dioxide  from  submarine  atmospheres  and  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  lubricating  greases  in  which  lithium  soaps  are 
formed  add  to  the  versatility  of  this  element,  that  was 
seemingly  so  insignificant  for  a  century  following  its  debut. 

★     RETRIEVING  SCIENTIFIC  INFORMATION  * 

The  problem  of  scientific  information  retrieval  has,  as 
Mr.  L.  Wilson  (director  of  ASLIB)  ably  explained  to  an 
evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  recently, 
become  acute  in  recent  years,  not  least  in  the  field  of  drugs 
and  medicines.  Mr.  Wilson  told  his  audience  (see  C.  &  £>., 
February  3,  p.  103)  of  the  answers  being  sought  in  engineer- 
ing and  chemistry  for  example,  with  the  use  of  computers 
and  the  compilation  of  a  "thesaurus"  of  terms  to  facilitate 
quick  reference  to  the  content  of  a  scientific  communica- 
tion. An  experimental  system  along  these  lines  has  been 
introduced  in  the  January  issue  of  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association's  Journal  of  Pharmaceutical  Sciences. 
Known  as  "keyphrases,"  the  system  is  designed  to  bridge 
the  gap  between  those  who  produce  published  information 
and  those  who  integrate  that  information  into  a  mechanical 
memory  system.  "Keyphrases,"  it  is  promised,  will  not  be 
derived  simply  from  the  title  or  abstract  of  an  article, 
but  will  result  from  editors'  examining  and  dissecting  the 
entire  body  of  the  article.  An  idea  of  how  the  system  will 
work  can  be  gained  from  a  review  article  in  the  January 
issue  of  the  J.P.S. :  "Topical  Toxicity  and  Testing."  The 
"keyphrases"  appended  are :  topical  toxicity-review;  skin 
reactions-incidence;  topical  testing;  irritation  reactions;  irri- 
tation testing;  sensitivity  testing;  photosensitivity  reactions; 
photosensitivity  testing.  In  the  Journal's  February  issue  the 
Editor  explains:  "We  have  launched  the  programme  in 
spite  of  our  uncertainties  because  of  our  conviction  that 
those  of  us  in  a  position  to  take  some  action  can  no  longer 
be  content  to  sit  back  and  shake  our  heads  disapprovingly 
while  the  information  explosion  literally  cries  out  for 
action ! " 


quote:  Doctors  used  to  rant  and  rave  a  bit  about  chemists 
poaching  on  what  they  considered  to  be  their  safe 
'preserves.'  Nowadays  we  are  all  a  bit  more  sensible  about 
these  things,  and  I  for  one  think  that's  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  for  all  the  chemists  I  know  are  extremely  efficient, 
hard-working  and  very  professional  people. — Dr.  Eric  J. 
Trimmer  in  an  article  on  "Do  It  Yourself  Medicine," 
Nursery  World,  February  9,  1968. 


correction:  Anthony  A.  Corre,  F.B.O.A.,  author  of  the 
article  "Merchandising  Sunglasses"  in  the  C.  &  D.  Sun- 
glasses Supplement,  February  24,  is  associated  with  Correna 
sunglasses  and  not  as  there  stated. 


SHOP  TOPIC  — 2 

Search  for  Selling 
Points 

YOU  yourself  learnt  long  ago  that  sales  are  made  by  the 
right  "selling  points,"  crisply  stated  as  an  item  is  shown 
or  demonstrated.  Are  your  assistants  armed  with  selling 
points  for  all  except  routine  items?  And  what  is  a  selling 
point?  Quite  simply  it  is  a  feature  of  an  item  of 
merchandise  (or  of  a  service)  that  is  likely  to  commend  it  to 
many  prospective  purchasers. 

Some  years  ago,  in  a  small  market  research  exercise 
among  grocers,  I  showed  a  new  biscuit-type  product  to  one 
in  a  small  town.  He  took  a  bite  and  said  conclusively  "It 
does  not  appeal  to  me." 

But,  as  Macaulay  said,  "It  is  not  by  his  own  taste  but 
by  the  taste  of  the  fish  that  the  angler  is  determined  in  his 
choice  of  bait."  This  is  true  of  selling  points  as  well.  The 
fact  that  some  feature  of  an  item  appeals,  or  does  not 
appeal,  to  you  or  an  assistant  is  not  the  test.  What  matters 
is  whether  it  will  appeal  to  the  customer  now  standing  at 
the  counter. 

A  mere  fact  about  a  product  is  not  a  selling  point  unless 
put  in  plain  words  and  angled  to  catch  the  customer's  atten- 
tion. That  is  why  it  is  important  to  notice  the  features 
people  ask  about  in  each  class  of  item  you  handle.  All  the 
time  you  will  listen  to  their  conversation  about  lines  that 
require  to  be  "sold,"  both  in  the  shop  and  in  the  world 
outside.  The  information,  growing  daily,  will  help  you  and 
your  assistants  to  choose  selling  points  that  "ring  a  bell" 
and  thus  produce  a  response. 

When  a  woman  asks  for  a  baby's  feeding  bottle,  what  is 
she  shown?  She  will  be  shown  some  bottles.  Perhaps  one 
has  a  graduated  scale  down  the  side.  What  are  its  selling 
points  (advantages)?  Perhaps  she  is  also  shown  an  outfit  of 
bottle,  jug,  mixer,  and  brush.  What  are  the  selling  points  of 
the  outfit?  And  if  she  looks  with  interest  at  a  bottle  heater 
which  has  been  discreetly  placed  on  the  counter,  what  are 
its  selling  points?  Are  selling  points  so  framed  that  the 
most  expensive  purchase  seems  worth  the  price  difference? 

Starting  the  Search 

The  search  for  selling  points  should  start  when  buying 
is  done.  What  did  the  traveller  say  about  a  line  when  he 
persuaded  you  to  stock  it?  Were  the  selling  points  he  made 
reproduced  in  a  leaflet  your  assistants  could  study?  Points 
can  also  come  from  manufacturers'  literature,  displays,  and 
advertising,  as  well  as  from  a  scrutiny  of  the  actual 
merchandise  itself  by  you  and  your  assistants. 

The  problem  of  digging  points  out  of  merchandise  is 
one  that  is  faced  by  retailers  in  nearly  all  trades.  For  suc- 
cess it  needs  to  become  a  habit  of  mind.  You  would  find 
it  mentally  stimulating  to  consider  selling  points  aimed  at 
yourself  when  you  are  a  customer  in  other  shops. 

In  an  off-peak  interlude,  invite  your  assistants  to  join 
in  an  exercise.  Line  up  the  kinds  of  electric  blanket  you 
stock,  with  price-tags  attached.  Consider  features  in  rela- 
tion to  prices.  Invite  assistants  to  join  in  a  comparison. 
Then  ask  for  selling  points  for  the  top-price  one.  Each  day 
have  a  similar  exercise. 

When  a  customer  explains  her  (or  his)  requirements,  she 
is  (we  may  hope)  listened  to  very  carefully.  You  or  the 
assistant  will  quickly  size  her  up.  Then  it  will  be  possible 
to  use  the  selling  points  most  suitable  for  that  customer. 
To  avoid  confusing  her,  the  number  of  selling  points  for 
any  item  should  never  exceed  four.  But  if  all  are  given 
equal  emphasis,  none  may  make  a  strong  impact.  If  one 
is  picked  as  most  likely  to  influence  the  person  being 
handled,  it  can  be  used  last.  Then  it  is  likely  to  stay  in  her 
mind  as  she  decides. 

STANLEY  TOWNSEND 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 

FEBRUARY  COUNCIL  MEETING  (Concluded  from  C.  &  D.,  February  24,  p.  172) 


A  report  from  the  chief  pharmacist,  Dublin  Health 
Authority,  as  it  had  appeared  in  a  Dublin  evening  paper, 
was  criticised  by  Dr.  W.  E.  Boles  who  said  it  had  given 
a  misleading  impression  by  implying  that  the  high  increase 
in  the  cost  of  drugs  in  recent  years  was  solely  owing  to 
changes  in  prescribing  habits  and  to  the  use  of  more 
sophisticated  drugs.  Since  like  was  not  being  compared 
with  like  the  report  was  of  no  practical  value  for  com- 
parison purposes.  The  report,  he  added,  had  been  repeated 
in  the  pharmaceutical  Press.  Mr.  J.  W.  O'Farrell  said  that 
the  publication  spotlighted  the  need  for  the  appointment  of 
a  pharmaceutical  public  relations'  officer  to  protect  the 
profession's  public  image  and  to  correct  misleading  state- 
ments in  the  Press.  The  President  said  that  was  a  matter 
for  collective  thinking.  The  Council  would  always  be  will- 
ing to  co-operate.  He  agreed  there  was  a  need  for  better 
public  education  in  these  matters.  Mr.  O'Donnell  could 
not  understand  why  the  pharmaceutical  industry  had  not 
taken  the  matter  up.  Pharmacy  should  have  a  prepared 
platform  to  get  its  message  across  to  the  public  without 
delay. 

Mr.  Miller  said  it  was  not  the  duty  of  a  statutory  body 
like  the  Society  to  correct  misleading  statements  in  the 
Press.  Dr.  Boles  insisted  that  the  whole  statement  was  so 
misleading  that  it  should  be  answered  in  the  interests  of 
pharmacy  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Power  agreed  that  a  special 
organisation  was  needed  to  deal  with  such  problems.  The 
President  mooted  the  possibility  of  an  exchange  of  views 
with  industry  on  the  matter.  No  action  was  taken. 

A  letter  received  from  Bayer  Products  Co.,  Ltd.  sub- 
mitted a  copy  of  a  display  card  recently  distributed  among 
pharmacists  which  emphasised  the  professional  nature  of 
dispensing  work.  The  letter  invited  criticism  and  com- 
ments of  the  Council.  The  President  congratulated  the 
company  on  its  enterprise  and  said  that  the  idea  of  the 
card  was  a  good  one.  A  copy  would  be  forwarded  to  the 
Practice  of  Pharmacy  Committee  for  examination. 

The  registrar  reported  that  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
Congress  would  be  held  in  Galway  from  October  6-9  in- 
clusive. In  order  to  allow  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society 
jto  be  held  in  Galway  on  October  7,  the  Council  agreed  to 
defer  its  October  meeting  in  Dublin  to  October  15. 

The  registrar  reported  that  the  Law  Committee  had 
recommended  that  warnings  concerning  forged  prescriptions 
of  drugs  of  an  addictive  type  should  be  reiterated  in  the 
current  calendar. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  Mr.  R.  J.  Power  be  re- 
appointed as  the  Society's  representative  on  the  National 


Health  Council.  The  President  congratulated  Mr.  Power 
on  the  work  he  had  done  during  his  past  term  of  office 
as  a  member  of  that  body. 

The  registrar  reported  the  deaths  of  Vincent  Hood 
Nicholson,  L.P.S.I.,  and  Patrick  J.  Walsh,  Assistant. 

Apologies  for  absence  were  received  from  Messrs.  C.  J. 
Cremen,  D.  J.,  Kennelly,  T.  B.  O'Sullivan  and  M.  F.  Walsh. 

The  following  changes  of  addresses  were  noted: —  Miss  Nora 
Brosnan,  L.P.S.I.,  to  33  Howth  Road,  Dublin,  3;  Mrs.  Helena 
Grimes,  L.P.S.I.,  to  Spencer  Park,  Castlebar,  co.  Mayo;  Mrs. 
Anne  Farrell,  L.P.S.I.,  to  Aughanaspic,  Moydow,  co.  Longford; 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  O'Callaghan,  L.P.S.I.,  to  The  Shrubberies, 
Ardfoyle,  Ballintemple,  Cork;  Mrs.  Helen  T.  O'Flynn,  L.P.S.I., 
to  192  Rue  de  Courcelles,  Paris,  17;  Mrs.  Mary  Deane, 
L.P.S.I.,  to  Carbery,  Lisbeg,  Tralee;  Mrs.  Therese  M.  O'Leary, 
M.P.S.I.,  to  Ballyheigue,  co.  Kerry;  J.  Scannell,  M.P.S.I.,  to 
Carrigtwohill,  co.  Cork;  J.  P.  McCluskey,  L.P.S.I.,  to  Main 
Street,  Carrigallen,  co.  Leitrim;  J.  J.  Coleman,  Asst.,  to  267 
Crumlin  Road,  Crumlin,  Dublin,  12;  Mrs.  Mary  McGrath, 
Asst.,  to  Gorrue,  Knocktopher,  co  Kilkenny;  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Ridd,  Asst.,  to  32  Elgin  Road,  Dublin  4;  Miss  Brigid  P.  Purcell 
Asst.,  to  Glen-Carrick,  Cappincur,  Tullamore. 

The  following  were  nominated  for  membership: —  Annie  C. 
Brennan,  L.P.S.I.,  Monasteredan,  Ballaghaderreen,  co.  Roscom- 
mon; Mary  P.  Broe,  L.P.S.I.,  Belvedere  Road,  Wexford; 
Bridget  B.  Collins,  24  O'Curry  Street,  Kilkee,  co.  Clare;  E. 
Hayes,  L.P.S.I.,  41  Fernbrook  Drive,  North  Harrow,  Harrow, 
Middlesex;  C.  Mernagh,  L.P.S.I.,  Campile  Co-op.,  co.  Wexford; 
J.  S.  J.  Mulrooney,  L.P.S.I.,  Ennis  Road,  Limerick;  A.  O'Brien, 
L.P.S.I.,  Ballybronogue,  Patrickswell,  co.  Limerick;  Hannah  M. 
O'Connor,  L.P.S.I.,  3  O'Connell  Avenue,  Limerick;  M.  T. 
O'Leary,  L.P.S.I.,  263  Foxfield  Grove,  Raheny,  Dublin,  5;  D.  P. 
O'Shea,  L.P.S.I.,  6  Belgrave  Road,  Monkstown,  co.  Dublin. 

Marriage  certificates  having  been  submitted,  Mrs.  Anne  M.  Far- 
rell (nee  McLaughlin),  L.P.S.I. ;  Mrs.  Therese  M.  O'Leary  (nee 
Sheehan),  M.P.S.L,  and  Mrs.  Mary  McGrath  (nee  Drennan), 
Assistant,  were  granted  change  of  names  in  the  Registers. 

The  names  of  Edmund  Hayes,  L.P.S.I.,  and  John  Maher, 
L.P.S.I.,  were  restored  to  the  Register. 

Evan  M.  Shannon  (nee  Marren),  41  Rathdown  Drive,  Dublin 
6,  was  granted  preliminary  registration  in  the  pharmaceutical 
Assistants'  Preliminary  Register. 

Elected  to  membership  were:  W.  M.  Costello,  L.P.S.I.,  123 
Arnold  Park,  Glenageary,  co.  Dublin;  J.  J.  Duddy,  L.P.S.I., 
Portumna,  co.  Galway;  B.  J.  Smith,  L.P.S.I.,  2  Old  Cabra 
Road,  Dublin  and  D.  Carroll,  L.P.S.I.,  Kill,  Kilmachthomas, 
co.  Waterford. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,  which  followed, 
tributes  were  paid  to  the  West  of  Ireland  Pharmacists' 
Dance  Committee  when  the  registrar  reported  that  its 
secretary  had  forwarded  a  cheque  for  £122 — the  proceeds 
of  the  Committee's  annual  dance. 


DRUGS  IN  IRELAND'S  NEW  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Buying  machinery  not  yet  decided 


NO  decision  had  yet  been  taken  on  the 
"machinery"  for  purchasing  drugs 
under  a  reorganised  health  service,  the 
Minister  of  Health  (Mr.  S.  Flanagan) 
told  leading  figures  in  the  professional 
life  of  Dublin  at  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  and  Allied  Indus- 
tries Association  in  Dublin  on  Febru- 
ary 8.  He  said  he  was  fully  alive  to  the 
importance  of  the  industry  and  particu- 
larly the  development  of  exports  of 
drugs  and  medicines,  which  had  risen 
from  about  £500,000  in  1960  to  over 
£7  million. 

Proposals  on  Quality  Control  Awaited 

Referring  to  the  need  for  safety  and 
quality  control  of  drugs  he  said  that 
complete  systems  of  control  now  oper- 
ated in  most  European  countries  and 


were  proposed  under  legislation 
recently  introduced  in  Britain.  "For  the 
protection  of  our  own  public  it  is 
important  that  we  should  develop 
analogous  controls."  The  National 
Drugs  Advisory  Board  was  at  present 
monitoring  new  drugs  from  the  aspect 
of  safety  control.  In  addition,  they 
were  considering  a  scheme  of  quality 
control  and  would  soon  be  submitting 
proposals  on  the  matter.  Those  con- 
trols would  add  to  the  international 
assurance  of  the  quality  of  the  drugs 
produced  in  Eire. 

Stating  that  sales  to  public  authori- 
ties had  increased  from  £900,000  in  1960 
to  £2,600,000  in  the  current  year,  the 
Minister  said  that,  when  such  an  ex- 
plosive increase  in  expenditure  occurred 
under  any  heading,  it  was  the  duty  of 


the  responsible  Minister  to  try  to 
identify  the  causes.  He  acknowledged 
that  the  benefits  of  the  many  exciting 
new  discoveries  in  recent  years  could 
not  be  conferred  on  the  public  without 
spending  more  money,  but  he  would 
not  accept  that  all  new  drugs  neces- 
sarily resulted  in  economic  benefit.  He 
was  glad  to  note  that  the  Association 
had  approved  the  introduction  of  a 
code  of  practice  setting  out  standards 
of  conduct  in  the  marketing  of  speciali- 
ties for  use  under  medical  supervision. 
That  was  indicative  of  the  responsible 
attitude  of  the  Association  and  he 
hoped  the  new  code  would  eliminate 
undesirable  features  of  salesmanship  by 
drug  firms. 

Discussions  had  been  taking  place 
over  the  past  year  or  so  between  repre- 
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sentatives  of  the  industry  and  officials 
of  his  Department  concerning  the 
machinery  under  which  drugs  and  medi- 
cines would  be  purchased  when  the 
health  services  were  reorganised.  He 
had  hoped  to  be  able  to  make  a  firm 
announcement  on  their  outcome,  but 
regretted  that  he  was  not  yet  ready  to 
do  so.  Three  pharmaceutical  interests — 
manufacturers,  wholesalers  and  retail- 
ers— were  involved,  and  it  would  be 
difficult  to  make  a  decision  at  one  level 
without  having  determined  how  that 
might  affect  the  others.  "From  your 
point  of  view  the  major  question  is 
whether  the  present  contract  system 
will  continue  or  whether  it  will  be 
dropped  or  cut  down  considerably.  I 
assure  you  that,  when  the  Government 
comes  to  take  its  decision,  it  will  do  so 
with  a  broad  view  of  the  drug  industry 
in  Ireland." 

The  Minister  stressed  that  com- 
munity pharmacists  were  just  as  impor- 
tant to  him,  if  not  more  so,  than  their 


"bigger  brothers''  but,  being  an  integral 
part  of  the  industry,  they  must  await 
the  outcome  of  the  deliberations;  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  scale,  members 
were  getting  "a  bit  restive"  but  the  dis- 
cussions were  important  and  the  delay 
of  a  few  months,  he  hoped,  would 
prove  worth  while. 

Mr.  J.  F.  O'Grady  (president  of  the 
Association)  said  that  Ireland  was  for- 
tunate in  being  able  to  draw  on  the 
fruits  of  international  pharmaceutical 
research.  He  believed  that  the  country 
should  make  a  small  direct  contribution 
to  that  research  budget.  The  matter  was 
the  subject  of  a  report  of  the  Research 
and  Technology  Survey  team  appointed 
by  the  Minister  for  Industry  and  Com- 
merce. Following  that  report,  the  Min- 
ister for  Finance  had  recently  consti- 
tuted the  National  Science  Council,  one 
of  whose  major  functions  would  be  to 
study  the  subject  thoroughly  and  pre- 
sent proposals  to  the  Government.  To 
help  the  Council  the  Association  had 


recently  set  up  a  research  committee. 

Referring  to  the  need  for  a  national 
control  laboratory  to  spot-test  medi- 
cines on  the  Irish  market  in  order  to 
ensure  that  they  met  official  standards, 
Mr.  O'Grady  said  that  the  Association 
planned  to  hold  a  seminar  later  in  the 
year  to  discuss  the  prospects  of  setting 
up  such  a  laboratory.  The  Association 
would  then  present  proposals  to  the 
Department. 

Mr.  M.  L.  Cashman  (president, 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland) 
assured  the  Minister  that  "the  lower 
brethren"  would  give  of  their  best  to 
any  effort  which  had  as  its  target  the 
betterment  of  public  health.  Both  as  a 
Society  and  individually,  pharmacists 
were  anxious  to  play  their  part  not 
only  in  providing  a  better  health  ser- 
vice but  in  making  it  less  financially 
difficult  to  operate.  The  public  interest 
would  be  best  served  when  pharmacists 
and  the  industry  worked  closely  to- 
gether. 


Flavours  and  Colours 

1967  HARRISON  MEMORIALIST'S  LECTURE 


THE  1967  Harrison  Memorial  medal 
was  presented  to  Mr.  G.  R.  A.  Short 
at  a  meeting  in  London  recently.  The 
medal,  said  Mr.  Allen  Aldington 
(president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society)  was  a  major  award  in  phar- 
macy. In  awarding  it  to  Mr.  Short  the 
Council  were  acknowledging  the  major 
services  he  had  rendered  in  his  years 
of  association  with  pharmacy  since 
1915. 

Flavours  Influenced  by  Odours 

In  his  paper,  Mr.  Short  said  he  did 
not  propose  to  deal  in  detail  with 
flavouring  materials  that  gave  rise  to 
the  true  taste  sensations,  but  rather 
with  those  depending  for  their  effect 
upon  their  odours.  With  the  possible 
exception  of  wood  smoke,  the  first 
flavouring  materials  utilised  by  man 
had  been  the  spices.  Cassia  had  been 
mentioned  in  Chinese  herbals  as  early 
as  2700  B.C.  and  cinnamon  had  been 
mentioned  as  a  product  of  Ceylon  by 
an  Arab  writer  in  A.D.  1275.  A  num- 
ber of  spices  had  been  known  to  the 
ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  as  flavour- 
ing materials  and  as  preservatives  for 
meat.  Whether  they  had  any  real  pre- 
servative effect  was  doubtful,  since 
spices  and  herbs  were  often  heavily 
contaminated  with  bacteria  and  mould 
spores.  It  was  more  likely  that  they 
helped  to  mask  the  effects  of  putrefac- 
tion. Although  fumigation  and  subjec- 
tion to  gamma  rays  could  be  used  to 
"sterilise"  spices,  such  treatment  ad- 
versely affected  the  flavour  and  only 
reduced  the  count.  Contamination  was 
best  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  volatile 
oils  and  extracts  or  oleoresins  of  the 
raw  materials,  the  preparation  of  which 
brought  about  the  destruction  of  all 
micro-organisms. 

The  wide  variations  that  could  occur 
in  the  strengths  and  characters  of  spices 
and  herbs  made  the  use  of  volatile  oils 
and  extracts  an  excellent  means  of 
standardisation,  especially  when  they 
were  blended  together  and  distributed 
on  a  base  such  as  salt  or  sugar.  Essen- 


tial oils  were  probably  the  next  most 
important  class  of  natural  products  used 
in  flavouring.  The  number  in  use  had 
been  shown,  in  a  questionnaire  sent  to 
British  essence  makers  by  the  Food 
Additives  and  Contaminants  Committee 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Fisheries  and  Food,  to  be  120. 
After  reviewing  the  methods  of 
preparation  of  essential  oils,  Mr. 
Short  made  points  about  specific  oils. 
Of  all  the  peppermint  oils,  he  said,  the 
so-called  "Mitcham"  oil  continued  to 
command  a  price  varying  between  two 
and  three  times  that  of  piperita  oil 
from  other  sources.  The  reasons  for  the 
superiority  of  English  oil  were  not 
clear;  it  might  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  herb  was  not  allowed  to  dry  to  the 
same  extent  as  in  other  producing  areas 
and  also  that  it  was  distilled  more 
slowly  (five  to  six  hours  against  the 
forty-five  to  sixty  minutes  allowed  in 
the  United  States). 

Juniper-berry  oil,  the  most  important 
flavouring  constituent  of  gin,  was  pro- 
duced in  considerable  quantities  in 
Czechoslovakia,  Yugoslavia  and  Hun- 
gary as  a  by-product  of  an  alcoholic 
beverage  popular  in  Central  Europe. 
That  beverage  was  manufactured  by 
crushing  the  berries  and  steeping  them 
in  warm  water.  The  mass  was  allowed 
to  ferment  and  then  distilled,  the  dis- 
tillate being  redistilled  until  it  con- 
tained about  50  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 
Most  of  the  essential  oil  separated  in 
the  receiver,  but  the  dilute  alcohol  re- 
tained a  large  proportion  of  the  valu- 
able flavouring  constituents,  the  sepa- 
rated oil  consisting  mainly  of  terpenes. 
For  that  reason  essential-oil  distillers 
preferred  to  import  the  berries  and 
distil  the  oil  themselves.  Ginger  oil 
was  distilled  mainly  from  Calicut  or 
Cochin  ginger  but  some  was  obtained 
from  the  African  rhizome.  Jamaica 
ginger  yielded  an  oil  of  excellent 
flavour  but  was  too  expensive  for  gene- 
ral use.  Ginger  oil  was  used  mainly 
where  aroma  rather  than  pungency  was 
required,  for  example  in  some  mild 


ginger  ales  and  other  carbonated 
beverages. 

Terpeneless  oils  were  used  in  flavours 
for  their  improved  solubility  and  in- 
creased stability.  The  terpenes  were  re- 
latively low  in  flavour  value  and  could 
be  removed  by  several  methods,  one 
commonly  used  in  preparing  citrus 
essences  for  clear  carbonated  beverages 
being  to  mix  the  essential  oil  with 
strong  ethyl  alcohol  or  other  suitable 
solvent  and  then  to  remove  the  terpenes 
from  solution  by  adding  a  predeter- 
mined amount  of  water  under  con- 
trolled temperature  conditions.  The 
mixture  was  allowed  to  stand  and  the 
essence  was  drawn  off  from  the  bottom 
of  the  mixing  vessel.  Other  methods 
were  fractional  distillation  under  high 
vacuum,  and  extraction  with  two 
immiscible  solvents,  one  of  which  dis- 
solved the  terpenes  and  the  other  the 
oxygenated  constituents.  More  recently 
chromatographic  methods  had  been  de- 
veloped using  columns  of  silica  gel. 

A  number  of  natural  materials  lent 
themselves  to  the  production  of  so- 
called  oleoresins  which  were  actually 
semi-solid  or  viscous  liquid  extracts 
prepared  by  percolating  with  a  volatile 
solvent  such  as  alcohol  or  acetone,  re- 
moving the  solvent  by  distillation  and 
reusing  it  further  to  extract  the  rawj 
material.  Extraction  completed,  the  J 
solvent  was  removed,  leaving  an  extract 
in  a  convenient  form  for  blending  into 
essences. 

Vanilla's  Value  as  Flavour 

One  of  the  most  important  plant  pro 
ducts  used  in  the  essence  industry  was 
vanilla,  which  was  esteemed  not  only 
for  its  general  application  in  a  wide 
variety  of  foods  but  also  for  its  value 
as  a  blender  with  other  flavours.  Twelve 
years  ago  Mr.  Sharp  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  the  island  of  Reunion, 
where  he  had  seen  the  cultivation  and 
preparation  of  vanilla  for  the  market 
Vanilla  planifolia  Andr.,  a  climbing 
orchid,  required  some  support  as  the 
stem  lengthened,  and  that  support  was 
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provided  by  planting  rows  of  Jatropha 
curcas  shrubs,  which  were  eventually 
trimmed  to  remove  side  branches  and 
the  main  stem  sawn  off  at  a  height  of 
5  or  6  ft.  A  cutting  of  the  vanilla  vine 
was  inserted  at  the  base  of  each,  and 
as  it  lengthened  it  was  looped  over  the 
top  of  the  support.  Main  flowering  sea- 
son was  October  to  December  and  it 
was  necessary  to  pollinate  by  hand. 
When  the  "beans'"  were  about  10  cm. 
long,  each  one  was  pricked  with  the 
initial  of  the  grower  to  avoid  theft. 
They  were  then  allowed  to  develop 
until  they  acquired  a  yellowish-green 
colour.  The  fresh  beans  had  none  of 
the  typical  vanilla  odour,  which  de- 
veloped only  after  fermentation  and 
drying.  The  so-called  fermentation  or 
enzyme  action  was  promoted  by  placing 
the  fresh  beans  in  baskets,  which  were 
immersed  for  about  five  minutes  in 
water  at  65 °C.  The  wet  beans  were 
allowed  to  drain  and  then  transferred 
to  blanket-lined  boxes.  Next  morning 
the  beans  were  spread  out  in  the  sun 
for  eight  to  fourteen  days  to  dry;  they 
were  covered  with  plastic  sheets  if  it 
rained.  Each  night  the  partially  dried 
beans  were  rolled  in  the  blankets  and 
transferred  to  a  drying  shed.  Drying 
was  completed  by  transferring  the  beans 
to  trays  in  well  ventilated  sheds.  After 
a  rough  grading  the  first  and  second 
qualities  were  washed  to  remove  mould 
spores.  The  moist  beans  were  further 
dried  in  the  sun  and  graded  according 
to  quality,  then  for  length,  and  tied 
into  bundles  using  three  strings.  After 
two  to  three  weeks  two  strings  were 
cut  and  the  bundles  packed  in  paper- 
lined  tins  where  they  remained  for 
three  months;  towards  the  end  of  that 
period  the  tins  were  transferred  to 
locked  rooms  for  fourteen  days,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  they  were  subjected 
to  government  inspection.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  the  production  of  vanilla 
jwas  costly,  and  many  efforts  had  been 
made  to  simplify  the  process.  The 
\Financial  Times  in  1967  had  published 
an  article  describing  a  mechanical  cur- 
ing plant  that  was  being  operated  in 
Uganda.  In  that  process,  the  fresh 
beans  were  sliced  into  even  lengths 
and  maintained  in  curing  tanks  at  a 
constant  temperature  for  seventy-two 
hours,  then  passed  through  a  rotary 
hot-air  dryer  for  twelve  hours  and  a 
cold-air  dryer  for  another  ten  hours. 
The  cut  and  cured  beans  were  then 
ready  for  shipment. 

Fruit-juice  Concentrates 

Concentrated  soft-fruit  and  stone- 
fruit  juices,  said  Mr.  Short,  formed 
the  basis  of  many  useful  flavours  for 
foods,  beverages  and  medicines.  The 
concentrates  were  produced  by  pulp- 


ing the  fruit,  treating  with  enzymes  to 
destroy  the  pectin,  and  subjecting  the 
pulp  to  hydraulic  pressure,  the  ex- 
pressed juice  being  clarified  by  centri- 
fuging  or  filtering  and  concentrated 
either  in  vacuum  evaporators  or  by 
freezing  and  spinning  out  the  concen- 
trate from  the  ice  crystals. 

Bitters  were  a  class  of  flavouring 
materials  used  mainly  in  the  beverage 
trades,  particularly  for  the  so-called 
tonic  waters,  bitter  citrus  drinks  and 
for  blending  with  spirits  and  wines. 
The  most  important  were  quinine, 
cinchona  extract,  chiretta,  cusparia 
bark,  gentian  and  quassia. 

Synthetic  Aromatics 

Many  natural  flavouring  materials, 
when  used  alone,  were  expensive.  Con- 
centrated soft  and  stone-fruit  juices 
for  use  in  sugar  confectionery,  for 
example,  would  require  such  large 
quantities  to  impart  a  satisfactory 
level  that  their  use  would  be  unecon- 
omic, and  would  also  render  the  pro- 
duct unsaleable  owing  to  its  high 
moisture  and  invert-sugar  content. 
Only  in  the  latter  half  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  had  flavourists  begun 
to  realise  the  possibilities  of  synthetic 
aromatics  for  increasing  the  effective- 
ness of  some  of  the  natural  materials. 
In  1858  vanillin  had  been  crystallised 
from  an  alcoholic  extract  of  vanilla 
beans,  and  in  1872  its  empirical  for- 
mula had  been  established.  Tiemann 
and  Baamann  in  1874  had  reported 
it  to  be  3-methoxy-4-hydroxy-benzal- 
dehyde  and  two  years  later  Reimer 
had  synthesised  it  from  guaiacol,  thus 
proving  its  structure.  Commercial  pro- 
duction soon  became  a  practical  pro- 
position. Of  the  starting  materials  used 
the  most  important  had  been  guaiacol, 
eugenol  and  lignin.  An  early  introduc- 
tion to  the  synthetic  flavouring  field 
had  been  amyl  acetate,  which  was  used 
in  the  old-fashioned  pear  drops.  In 
the  intervening  years  organic  chemists 
had  prepared  a  large  number  of  esters 
aldehydes,  acetals,  alcohols,  acids, 
ketones  and  lactones  of  value  as 
flavourings. 

Modern  methods  of  analysis  had 
already  shown  that  many  synthetic 
compounds  used  in  flavours  today  did 
in  fact  exist  naturally  in  foods  and 
drinks.  A  useful  survey  of  the  com- 
ponents so  far  identified  in  a  number 
of  fruit  aromas  had  been  published 
by  H.  E.  Nursten  and  A.  A.  Williams 
in  Chemistry  and  Industry  in  1967. 
Such  information  should  serve  to  con- 
vince sceptics  that  synthetic  flavours 
were  no  more  harmful  than  the  natural 
flavours  in  regularly  consumed  food. 

Mr.  Short  said  he  did  not  propose 
to  discuss  colours  in  detail,  though 


their  use  in  food  and  medicine  was 
quite  as  important  as  that  of  flavours, 
and  in  some  circumstances  more  so, 
since  the  public  were  first  attracted  to 
a  product  by  its  eye-appeal,  palata- 
bility  following.  In  the  United  King- 
dom the  colouring  of  food  was  con- 
trolled by  the  Colouring  Matter  in 
Food  Regulations,  1966.  No  similar 
list  existed  for  the  colours  for  use  in 
medicines,  but  it  was  customary  to 
adhere  to  those  permitted  in  food.  The 
most  useful  in  pharmaceutical  practice 
were  amaranth,  carmoisine,  green  S, 
indigo  carmine,  orange  G,  ponceau  4R, 
red  10B,  sunset  yellow,  tartrazine, 
alkanet,  annatto,  caramel,  carmine, 
chlorophyll  and  saffron.  To  match 
colour  to  flavour  was  less  essential  in 
pharmaceuticals  than  in  foods  and 
in  beverages.  Stability  of  many  colours 
was  influenced  by  light,  pn,  oxidising 
and  reducing  agents.  In  formulating  a 
new  product,  whether  food  or  medi- 
cine, storage  tests  should  be  conducted 
at  room  and  at-  an  elevated  tempera- 
ture so  as  to  show  whether  the  flavour 
changed  or  the  colour  faded.  In  sub- 
mitting flavour  and  colour  problems 
to  experts  it  was  advisable  always  to 
give  an  indication  of  the  ingredients 
and — for  a  medicine — to  state  the  pro- 
posed dose. 

WORLD  TRADE 

Opportunities  in  Madagascar-Mauri- 
tius.— A  three-man  market  survey  visit 
to  Mauritius,  Reunion  and  the  Mala- 
gasy Republic  (Madagascar)  sponsored 
by  the  African  Committee  of  the  British 
National  Export  Council  recently  found 
that  British  exporters  could  profitably 
pursue  a  number  of  worthwhile  business 
opportunities.  A  pharmaceutical  factory 
in  Madagascar  that  produces  a  wide 
range  of  products  almost  wholly  from 
imported  raw  materials  was  visited  and 
the  team  was  told  that  the  management 
were  interested  in  receiving  quotations 
for  bulk  quantities  of  various  materials 
■ — a  list  is  being  obtained.  In  Mauritius 
they  also  received  specific  inquiries  for 
pharmaceuticals  and  in  addition,  cos- 
metics and  machines  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  plastic  tooth-paste  tablets.  The 
report  and  further  details  are  available 
from  B.N.E.C.  Africa,  6  Dean  Farrcr 
Street,  London,  S.W.I. 

EXPORT 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

A  CONSIGNMENT  of  215,000  curies 
of  cobalt-60  has  been  shipped  from 
Harwell  to  a  gamma  sterilisation  plant 
built  by  H.  S.  Marsh  Nuclear  Energy, 
Ltd.,  Southampton  Street,  Reading, 
Berks,  for  the  Swedish  firm  Radona, 
A.B.,  Gothenburg. 


FOR  WELDED  AND 
SEWN  RUBBER:  New 
factory  of  William 
Oliver's  (Rubber), 
Ltd.,  situated  on  the 
river  bank  at  Barn- 
staple, principal  town 
in  North  Devon.  The 
company  specialises  in 
contract  supplies  of 
sewn  and  welded 
goods  manufactured 
to  customer's  specifi- 
cations. Business  includes  export  trade  to  twenty-five  countries.  The  building  houses  all  offices  of  the  company,  enabling  a  close  liaison  to  be  main- 
tained between  all  departments  of  the  company. 
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G  5  0  0  tablets 

Manufacturer:  Harker  Stagg,  Ltd.,  6  Argall  Avenue,  Ley  ton, 
London,  E.10. 

Description  :  Sugar-coated  tablets  each  containing  250  mgm.  of 
hexamine  mandelate  and  250  mgm.  of  DL-methionine. 

Indications:  Treatment  of  chronic  urinary  tract  infections;  pro- 
phylaxis of  urinary  tract  infections  in  patients  with  an- 
atomical or  neurogenic  predisposition.  Recommended  before 
and  after  routine  bladder  catheterisation. 

Contraindications  :  Should  not  be  given  to  patients  with  renal 
insufficiency  or  a  metabolic  acidosis  as  methionine  may 
aggravate  the  condition. 

Dosage:  Adults:  During  intermittent  catheterisation  following 
spinal  injury  a  commencing  dose  of  sixteen  tablets  a  day 
should  be  continued  until  the  urine  is  sterile.  Trie  dose  may 
then  be  gradually  reduced  to  an  appropriate  maintenance 
level,  usually  six  tablets  a  day.  The  same  routine  may  be 
followed  for  chronic  infection.  Children :  Four  tablets  a 
day,  the  dosage  being  increased  or  decreased  as  necessary. 

Side  Effects  :  Dysuria  may  occur  with  high  dosage.  Nausea 
and  vomiting  which  may  occur  with  mandelic  acid,  are 
seldom  encountered. 

Packs:  Containers  of  fifty,  250,  500,  1,000  and  5,000. 

First  Issued:  January  1968. 
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ORTHO-NOVIN  1/80  tablets 

Manufacturer:  Ortho  Pharmaceutical,  Ltd.,  Saunderton,  High 

Wycombe,  Bucks. 
Description:    Lavender  -  coloured    tablets    marked  "Ortho" 

round  upper  circumference  and  "1"  beneath  (both  sides). 

Each  contains  1  mgm.  of  norethisterone  and  0'08  mgm.  of 

mestranol. 
Indications:  Control  of  conception. 

Contraindications:  Known  or  suspected  carcinoma  or  pre- 
carcinomatous conditions;  hepatic  disease;  thromboembolic 
disorders;  lactation  (see  manufacturer's  literature). 

Dosage:  One  tablet  daily  at  bedtime  for  twenty-one  days,  fol- 
lowed by  a  tablet-free  interval  of  seven  days.  The  first  course 
should  start  on  the  fifth  day  of  a  menstrual  cycle. 

Precautions  :  See  manufacturer's  literature.  Patients  developing 
unexplained  persistent  pains  in  the  chest  or  legs  should  dis- 
continue medication  until  a  diagnosis  has  been  made.  Caution 
should  be  observed  in  patients  with  endocrine  disorders 
(insulin  requirements  of  diabetics  may  change),  epilepsy, 
migraine,  asthma,  cardiac  or  renal  disease. 

Side  Effects:  Nausea  or  headache  may  occur  during  the  first 
one  or  two  cycles. 

Shelf  Life  :  Five  years. 

Pack:  Twenty-one-tablet  Dialpak  dispenser. 

Supply  Restrictions:  P.I.,  S.4b. 

First  Issued:  January  1968. 
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SALAZOPYRIN  suppositories 

Manufacturer:  Pharmacia  (Great  Britain),  Ltd.,  Paramount 
House,  75  Uxbridge  Road,  Ealing,  London,  W.5. 

Description:  Brown,  bullet-shaped  suppositories,  each  con- 
taining 0-5  gm.  of  sulphasalazine. 

Indications:  Distal  proctocolitis;  stump  proctitis;  as  an 
adjunct  to  oral  treatment  of  ulcerative  colitis  involving  the 
rectum  and  rectosigmoid. 

Method  of  Use:  One  or  two  suppositories  should  be  inserted 
rectally  after  bowel  action  in  the  morning  and  also  in  the 
evening.  Dosage  in  children  is  proportional  to  that  in 
adults,  based  upon  body  weight. 

Precautions:  Periodic  blood  counts  are  recommended.  As 
there  is  no  antidote  to  the  drug,  it  must  be  withdrawn  at 
the  first  sign  of  any  untoward  reaction. 

Side  Effects:  Isolated  cases  of  leukopoenia  and  sensitivity  havo 
been  reported. 

Storage  :  Should  be  stored  in  a  cool  place. 

Pack:  Box  of  ten  suppositories  in  foil  strip. 

Supply  Restrictions:  P.I.,  S.4b. 

First  I/jsued  :  February  1968. 
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M  Y  L  O  C  O  N  drops  and  tablets 

Manufacturer  :  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Staines  Road,  Hounslow,  I 
Middlesex. 

Description:  Mylocon  drops:  A  pink  opaque  emulsion  with  I 
a  sweet  vanilla-raspberry  taste.  Mylocon  tablets:  White  bi-  I 
convex.  Each  tablet  and  each  0-6  mil  of  liquid  contains  40  I 
mgm.  of  methylpolysiloxane. 

Indications:  Treatment  of  flatulence,  functional  gastric  bloating  ] 
and  post-operative  gas  pains.  Elimination  of  gastro-intestinal 
gas  bubbles  before  gastroscopy  and  radiography. 

Dosage:  Adults:  One  tablet  or  0-6  mil  drops  should  be  taken 
orally  after  each  meal  and  at  bedtime.  The  tablets  should 
be  chewed  before  swallowing.  Infants  and  children:  0-6  mil 
drops  should  be  taken  every  four  to  six  hours. 

Packs:  Tablets  in  bottle  of  100.  Drops  in  bottle  of  30  mils 
with  dropper. 

First  Issued:  January  1968. 
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MYLANTA  Uquid  and  tablets 

Manufacturer:  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Staines  Road,  Hounslow, 
Middlesex. 

Description  :  Mylanta  liquid :  A  white,  lemon-mint  flavoured 
suspension.  Mylanta  tablets:  A  lemon-spearmint  flavoured 
two  layered  tablet,  one  layer  white,  the  other  yellow  and 
engraved  with  "P-D."  Each  tablet  and  each  5  mils,  of 
liquid  contains  200  mgm.  of  magnesium  hydroxide,  200 
mgm.  of  aluminium  hydroxide  dried  gel  (or  equivalent)  and 
20  mgm.  of  activated  methylpolysiloxane. 

Indications:  Reduction  of  gastric  hyperacidity;  relief  of  bloat- 
ing commonly  associated  with  this  and  other  conditions; 
adjunctive  treatment  of  peptic  ulcer. 

Dosage:  The  recommended  dosage  is  one  or  two  tablets  or 
teaspoonfuls  of  liquid  between  meals  and  at  bedtime.  The 
dose  may  be  varied  so  as  to  supply  the  patient  with  the 
amount  of  antacid  needed  to  lower  gastric  acidity  and  to 
relieve  symptoms. 

Precautions  :  Should  be  given  with  caution  to  patients  with 
renal  insufficiency  since  the  retention  of  magnesium  salts 
may  cause  central  nervous  system  depression.  Aluminium 
hydroxide,  by  reacting  with  phosphates  to  form  insoluble 
aluminium  phosphate,  may  cause  phosphorus  deficiency  in 
patients  whose  diet  is  low  in  phosphorus. 

Packs:  Mylanta  tablets  in  boxes  of  twenty-four  and  100. 
Mylanta  liquid  in  bottles  of  150  and  360  mils. 

First  Issued:  January  1968. 
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TEEJEL  gel 

Manufacturer:  H.  R.  Napp,  Ltd.,  Commerce  Way,  Lancing, 
Sussex. 

Description:  Transparent  gel  containing  8-7  per  cent,  of  choline 
salicylate  and  001  per  cent,  of  cetyldimethylbenzylam- 
monium  chloride. 

Indications:  Relief  of  pain  and  discomfort  in  and  around  the 
mouth  and  nose  caused  by: — herpes  labialis  and  herpetic 
lesions  of  the  mouth;  abrasions,  ulcers  and  irritation  of  the 
gums,  palate,  cheek,  tongue  and  lips;  stomatitis,  gingivitis 
and  glossitis  (especially  glossitis  following  the  administration 
of  broad  spectrum  antibiotics);  lesions  of  the  nasal  mucosa; 
the  introduction  of  new  dentures  (including  immediate 
restoration),  denture  sores,  abrasions  and  dental  extractions; 
aphthous  ulcers;  angular  cheilosis;  traumatic  ulcers  of  the 
lips;  erythema  multiforme  and  lichen  planus  (buccal  and 
nasal  lesions);  infant  teething;  mouth  abrasions  and  ulcera- 
tions due  to  orthodontic  appliances;  traumatised  post- 
operative tissues. 

Contraindications  :  History  of  salicylate  sensitivity. 

Method  of  Use:  Adults:  Using  a  clean  finger,  approximately 
half  an  inch  of  the  gel  should  be  applied  to  the  tender, 
painful  area,  massaging  in  gently.  The  gel  may  be  applied 
every  three  to  four  hours  as  needed.  For  (young)  children 
(4  months  to  2  years),  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  gel 
should  be  applied. 

Pack:  Tube  of  15  gm. 

First  Issued:  January  1968. 
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BONTRIL  tablets 

Manufacturer:  G.  W.  Carnrick  Co.,  Ltd.,  44  Highgate  High 

Street,  London,  N.6. 
Description:    White,  uncoated   tablets,  each   containing  13-3 

mgm.  of  carboxyphen  (equivalent  to  5  mgm.  dexampheta- 

mine  sulphate;  carboxyphen  is  the  carboxymethylcellulose 

salt). 

Indications  :  For  appetite  control  in  obesity. 

Contraindications  :  Should  be  used  with  caution  in  the  pres- 
ence of  hypertension  and  in  cases  of  coronary  or  cardio- 
vascular disease. 

Dosage  :  One  tablet  on  rising,  at  1 1  a.m.  and  at  4  p.m. 

Side  Effects:  Mild  central  nervous  system  stimulation. 

Pack  :  Bottle  of  fifty. 

Supply  Restrictions:  P.I.,  S.4b. 

First  Issued:  November  1967. 
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MATIC  tablets 

Manufacturer:  G.  W.  Carnrick  Co.,  Ltd.,  44  Highgate  High 
Street,  London,  N.6. 

Description  :  Blue-green  tablets,  scored  on  one  side,  each  con- 
taining 135  mgm.  of  theophylline,  100  mgm.  of  guaiacol 
carbonate,  25  mgm.  of  ephedrine  hydrochloride  and  10 
mgm.  of  butabarbital. 

Indications:  Relief  of  symptoms  of  bronchial  asthma  and 
bronchitis. 

Contraindications  :  Must  not  be  used  with  other  theophylline 
derivatives.  Caution  should  be  observed  on  patients  with 
cardiovascular  disease,  severe  hypertension,  hyperthyroid- 
ism, prostate  hypertrophy  or  glaucoma. 

Dosage:  Adults:  One  tablet  four  times  a  day.  Children:  (6-12) 
Half  a  tablet  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Side  Effects:  Possible  central  nervous  system  stimulation. 

Pack:  Bottle  of  100. 

Supply  Restrictions:  P. I.,  S.I.,  S.4a. 

First  Issued:  November  1967. 
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SINULIN  tablets 

Manufacturer:  G.  W.  Carnrick  Co.,  Ltd.,  44  Highgate  High 

Street,  London,  N.6. 
Description  :   Pale  orange  tablets,  scored  on  one  side,  each 

containing   10  mgm.   of  phenylephrine  hydrochloride,  50 

mgm.  of  mepyramine  maleate,  500  mgm.  of  paracetamol 

and  0-75  mgm.  of  homatropine  methylbromide. 
IIndications  :   Headaches  or  discomfort  caused  by  sinusitis  or 

other  upper  respiratory  ailments. 
Contraindications  :  Should  be  used  with  caution  in  the  presence 

of  hypertension,  diabetes,  cardiovascular  or  thyroid  disease. 
Dosage:  One  or  two  tablets  every  six  hours. 
Precautions:    If  drowsiness   occurs   the  dosage  should  be 

reduced. 
Pack:  Bottle  of  fifty. 
Supply  Restrictions:  P.I. 
First  Issued  :  November  1967. 
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TYPHOID  VACCINE  (Monovalent) 

Manufacturer:  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  (The  Wellcome 
Foundation,   Ltd.),   Euston   Road,   London,  N.W.I. 

Description:  Killed  vaccine  containing  Salmonella  typhi,  1,000 
million  organisms  per  mil.  The  pack  colours  are  royal  blue 
and  grey  with  black  type. 

Indications:  Immunisation  against  typhoid  fever. 

Contraindications  :  As  for  TAB  vaccine. 

Dosage:  Subcutaneously  or  intradermally,  two  doses  at  an 
interval  of  ten  to  twenty-eight  days  then  a  third  dose  six 
to  twelve  months  later.  For  dosage  schedule  see  manufac- 
turer's literature. 

Notes:  As  antigenic  as  TAB  vaccine  against  typhoid  but  pro- 
duces fewer  reactions.  Does  not  protect  against  para- 
typhoid fever. 

Storage:  Stable  for  eighteen  months  from  the  date  of  prepara- 
tion when  stored  continuously  at  2  -  10°C. 
Packs:  Rubber-capped  vials  of  1-5  mils  arid  10  mils. 
First  Issued:  September  1967. 
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CHYMOCYCLAR  capsules 

Manufacturer:  Armour  Pharmaceutical  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hampden 
Park,  Eastbourne,  Sussex. 

Description:  Pink  capsules  each  containing  250  mgm.  of  tetra- 
cycline hydrochloride  and  an  enteric  coated  core  containing 
50,000  Armour  units  of  enzymatic  activity  (supplied  by  a 
purified  pancreatic  concentrate  containing  trypsin  and 
chymotrypsin). 

Indications:  Infections  due  to  tetracycline  sensitive  organisms. 

Contraindications  :    Sensitivity  to  tetracyclines  and  enzymes. 

Dosage:  Adults  four  to  eight  capsules  daily.  Absorption  of 
tetracycline  is  impaired  by  the  concomitant  administration 
of  high  calcium  content  drugs  or  foods.  The  capsules  should 
be  given  about  half  an  hour  before  meals. 

Side  Effects  :  Those  usually  associated  with  tetracyclines. 

Precautions:  In  the  presence  of  renal  or  hepatic  impairment 
accumulation  of  the  drug  may  occur  and  special  attention 
to  dosage  is  necessary.  If  possible,  serum  antibiotic  levels 
should  be  controlled  in  such  patients.  Special  care  should 
be  exercised  with  the  use  of  tetracycline  during  pregnancy. 

Shelf  Life:  Stable  for  at  least  eighteen  months  if  stored  in  a 
cool  place. 

Packs:  Bottles  of  sixteen,  100  and  500. 

Supply  Restrictions:    Therapeutic  Substances  Act. 

First  Issued:  December  1967. 
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ULTRALANUM  PLAIN  cream  and  lotion 

Manufacturer:  Schering  A.G.  Berlin.  Distributor:  Schering 
Chemicals,  Ltd.,  Victoria  Way,  Burgess  Hill,  Sussex. 

Description  :  White  cream  and  white  lotion  each  containing 
025  per  cent,  of  fluocortolone  trimethylacetate  and  0-25 
per  cent,  of  fluocortolone  caproate. 

Indications  :  Corticoid-responsive  skin  conditions. 

Contraindications:  Luetic  (syphylitic)  and  tuberculous  pro- 
cesses; variola;  varicella. 

Method  of  Use:  Should  be  applied  thinly,  initially  two  to  thsec 
times  daily,  once  or  twice  daily  for  maintenance. 

Precautions:  When  treating  extensive  areas  under  occlusion, 
the  usual  precautions  relating  to  systemic  corticoid  therapy 
should  be  observed,  especially  in  children. 

Storage:  Should  be  stored  under  cool  conditions. 

Shelf  Life  :  One  year. 

Packs:  Cream  in  tubes  of  10  and  30  gm.  Lotion  in  plastic  con- 
tainer of  20  mils. 
Supply  Restrictions  :  Therapeutic  Substances  Act. 
First  Issued:  January  1968. 
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POTASSIUM-S  ANDOZ  effervescent 
tablets 

Manufacturer:  Sandoz  Products,  Ltd.,  Sandoz  House,  23  Great 
Castle  Street,  London,  W.l. 

Description:  White,  flat,  round  effervescent  tablets,  each  pro- 
viding 470  mgm.  (12  mEq.)  of  potassium  and  119  mgm.  (3  4 
mEq.)  of  chloride. 

Indications:  Prevention  and  treatment  of  hypokalemic  states 
associated  with :  —administration  of  diuretics  of  the  sulpha- 
moyl  group  (includes  thiazides,  etc.);  ulcerative  colitis; 
renal  tubular  acidosis;  Cushing's  syndrome,  etc. 

Dosage:  Should  be  dissolved  in  water.  Dosage  will  depend 
upon  the  clinical  condition  and  diet  of  the  patient  and  will 
vary  widely,  but  two  to  four  tablets  daily  (24-48  mEq.K+) 
are  likely  to  provide  an  adequate  prophylactic  or  therapeutic 
dose  in  most  patients.  Larger  doses  may  be  indicated  in 
more  severe  hypokalaemic  conditions  when  the  dose  should 
be  regulated  by  the  patient's  response  as  determined  by 
serum  electrolyte  levels. 

Precautions:  Care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  dosage  in  excess 
of  requirements  for  patients  with  impaired  renal  function. 

Storage:  The  tablets  are  hygroscopic  and  if  possible  should  be 
dispensed  in  their  original  containers  which  carry  a  note 
to  the  patient  requesting  that  the  containers  be  kept  tightly 
closed  in  a  cool  place. 

Pack:  Container  of  100  (four  packs  of  twenty-five). 

Supply  Restrictions:  Recommended  on  prescription  only. 

First  Issued:  January  1968. 
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Unit  Packages  in  Hospital  Pharmacy 

A  MANUFACTURER  ORGANISES  A  SYMPOSIUM 


AT  the  invitation  of  the  pharmaceu- 
ticals division  of  Imperial  Chemical 
Industries,  Ltd.,  Alderley  Park, 
Macclesfield,  Ches.,  eight  hospital 
group  pharmacists  met  executives  of 
the  company  in  a  symposium  on  "Unit 
Packaging"'  on  February  20.  In  the  chair 
was  Dr.  A.  S.  Haigh  (director  of  the 
division's  Macclesfield  works),  who 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  R.  Booth  (medi- 
cal products  department.  Conclusions 
would  not  be  reached,  said  Mr.  Booth. 
Hospital  pharmacists  would  put  for- 
ward their  views  as  individuals,  and  the 
company  would  be  able  to  consider 
how  its  business  might  be  affected. 

Pharmacist's  Functions 

First  contribution  was  by  Mr.  J. 
A.  Baker  (Westminster  Hospital,  Lon- 
don), who  gave  "Some  Thoughts  on 
the  Presentation  of  Pharmaceuticals  in 
Hospitals."  His  opening  thought  was 
that  the  term  "Unit  Packaging"  was  in- 
appropriate —  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred "Functional  Packaging."  Where- 
as previously  the  hospital  pharmacist 
had  been  mainly  concerned  with  com- 
pounding and  dispensing  medicines, 
said  Mr.  Baker,  he  was  now  primarily 
concerned  with  their  presentation,  dis- 
tribution and  control.  The  care,  custody 
and  administration  of  drugs,  which 
formerly  had  occupied  comparatively 
little  of  the  nurse's  time  or  attention, 
now  took  a  considerable  proportion  of 
her  time.  New  problems  had  arisen  in 
ensuring  the  efficient  and  accurate  ad- 
ministration of  drugs. 

The  solution  to  many  of  those  diffi- 
culties lay  in  the  hands  of  the  hospital 
pharmacist,  but  he  had  been  largely- 
prevented  from  tackling  them  ener- 
getically because  of  man-power  de- 
ficiencies. A  significant  proportion  of 
the  workload  in  the  pharmacy  today 
concerned  the  presentation  or  repacka- 
ging of  commercially  available  pro- 
ducts. If  the  means  were  available  for 
the  pharmacist  to  buy  them  in  suitable 
packs  for  direct  issue  without  repacka- 
ging, staff  would  be  released  for  more 
important  activities,  and  the  real 
shortage  of  man-power  could  be  sig- 
nificantly reduced.  Provided  such  packs 
were  prepared  to  suitable  specifica- 
tions, their  improved  presentation 
would  significantly  contribute  to  greater 
safety  in  use  by  nurses  and  patients. 

In  the  past,  most  medicines  had  re- 
quired repackaging  before  issue,  and 
the  pharmacist  had  chosen  the  most 
convenient  and  economical  method  of 
buying  them,  namely  in  bulk  packs. 

Today  the  nurse  took  her  instruc- 
tions for  guidance  in  administering 
drugs  from  the  doctor's  prescription. 
Increased  demand  for  in-patient  medi- 
cines had  been  met  largely  by  making 
an  increasing  proportion  available  on 
the  ward  as  permanent  stocks,  each 
container  being  used  for  all  patients 
currently  receiving  that  particular 
medicine.  The  pharmacist  had  also  ex- 
ploited the  advantages  of  prepacking 
drugs  in  standard  packs  to  simplify 
requisitioning,  make  preparations  im- 
mediately available  in  a  form  suitable 


for  issue,  use  unqualified  man-power 
more  effectively  and  distribute  more 
evenly  the  work  of  preparing  drugs. 

The  use  of  printed  labels  and  uni- 
form packaging  ensured  that  medicines 
could  only  be  identified  by  reading  the 
label  and  not  by  superficial  recognition 
on  the  basis  of  size,  shape  or  colour. 

Suitable  recording  of  packaging,  and 
including  batch  numbers,  expiry  dates 
and  storage  requirements  on  labels, 
had  improved  the  control  of  drugs  by 
the  pharmacist  at  ward  level. 

Most  useful  function  of  the  pharma- 
cist was  in  the  control  of  drug  usage, 
first  in  checking  the  prescription  sheet 
and  secondly  in  ensuring  that  drugs 
remained  active  until  use  and  were 
used  rationally  and  economically.  The 
pharmacist  could  only  effectively 
undertake  those  responsibilities  if  freed 
from  some  of  the  commitments  he 
now  had  in  preparing  and  issuing 
medicines  or  supervising  unqualified 
staff  in  doing  such  work.  Provided 
certain  fundamental  principles  were 
borne  in  mind,  the  method  of  drugs 
distribution  used  had  little  influence 
on  the  safety  and  accuracy  of  giving 
drugs.  Whatever  the  method  there  were 
obvious  advantages  in  terms  of  im- 
proved safety,  efficiency  and  control  in 
presenting  drugs  more  uniformly. 

No  Immediate  Change 

Single-dose  unit  presentations  of 
drugs  had  been  developed  in  the 
United  States,  but  in  the  United  King- 
dom some  American  conditions  did  not 
exist  (for  example  the  need  to  cost 
each  patient's  treatment  individually). 
It  must  therefore  be  assumed  that  for 
some  considerable  time  drugs  would  be 
issued  in  multiple-dose  packs.  Most  of 
the  products  concerned  were  com- 
mercially available,  but  in  packs  un- 
suitable in  size  or  presentation.  The 
cost  of  small  packs  where  available 
was  relatively  high,  although  the  pre- 
sent small  demand  for  them  must  be 
a  factor  in  determining  cost.  Few  hos- 
pital pharmacy  departments  had  the 
resources  to  exploit  to  the  full  the 
principle  of  prepackaging  in  standard 
units.  For  those  reasons  the  feasibility 
and  cost  of  producing  suitable  packs 
outside  the  hospital  pharmacy  must  be 
examined. 

In  deciding  whether  that  could  be 
achieved  by  special  centres  within  the 
hospital  service  or  by  the  pharmaceu- 
tical industry,  the  criteria  that  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  were:  — 

Uniformity  of  presentation  for  all 
similar  products. 

Pack  size  (in  relation  to  use — whether  for 
in-patients  or  out-patients,  etc. — stability 
and  rate  of  turnover),  compromise  being 
essential  if  a  practicable  and  economical 
range  of  sizes  for  each  product  was 
to  be  achieved. 

Choice  of  pack  in  relation  to  preservation 
of  contents,  ease  of  filling  and  removal 
of  contents,  economy  of  storage  space 
occupied  and  resistance  to  breakage. 

Labelling  (uniformity  of  nomenclature 
essential  for  any  safe  system  of  drug  use) 


and  control  in  hospitals  to  ensure  match- 
ing of  prescription  and  drug  label,  the 
only  practicable  solution  being  always 
to  give  prominence  to  approved  names 
on  prescription  and  label.  Form  of  drug 
should  be  clearly  stated  in  English  and 
strength  expressed  in  the  metric  system. 
Labels  should  be  printed  (error  more 
likely  with  typing  or  writing)  and  posi- 
tioned for  clarity  and  economy  of  stor- 
age space.  The  name  and  address  of. 
the  producer  of  the  pack,  storage  re- 
quirements where  necessary,  and  batch 
and  expiry  date  should  also  be  included. 
Consideration  should  also  be  given  to 
including  special  instructions  for  use, 
warnings,  etc.  Any  additional  informa- 
tion on  the  label  of  a  small  pack  would 
probably  interfere  with  clarity.  Labels 
should  be  replaced  at  each  refilling. 

Control.  From  batch  number  it  should 
be  possible  to  trace  precisely  the  source 
of  the  material.  Complete  records 
should  be  maintained. 

Hygiene  and  risks  to  staff  and  patients. 
Medicines  were  present  in  clinical  areas 
where  infections  might  be  present.  They 
might  become  contaminated  with 
pathogens;  in  addition,  dust  and  dirt 
soon  collected  on  containers.  For  those 
reasons  appropriate  treatment  of  all 
containers  was  required  if  they  were  to 
be  reused.  Hand  filling  of  tablets  and 
capsules  was  unhygienic,  could  cause 
discoloration  of  some  products,  and 
might  sensitise  staff  handling  certain 
drugs. 

Safety.  Where  a  variety  of  products  were 
being  packaged  or  repackaged  suitable 
safeguards  were  essential  to  prevent 
errors  in  filling  or  labelling. 

Resources.  Need  for  increased  resources 
must  be  considered  together  with  the 
feasibility  of  providing  them  (in  terms 
of  space,  equipment,  transport  and  man- 
power). 

Cost.  Increased  cost  should  be  measured 
in  terms  of  difference  between  current 
prices  for  drugs  purchased  in  bulk  (plus 
cost  of  packs  and  labels)  and  price  of 
small  packs  on  assumption  that  no 
savings  in  man-power  to  hospital  ser- 
vice would  occur. 

Resources  Not  Available 

To  the  speaker's  knowledge  no  hos- 
pital in  the  United  Kingdom  had  the 
resources  to  produce  a  comprehensive 
range  of  packs  to  those  specifications. 
More  extensive  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  packaging  in  standard  small 
units  ready  for  issue,  the  work  being 
undertaken  outside  the  hospital  phar- 
macy, would  allow  more  effective  use 
of  available  pharmaceutical  man- 
power in  hospitals  and  improve  the 
safety,  efficiency  and  control  of  drug 
usage. 

Mr.  Haigh  suggested  that  more  uni- 
formity in  packaging  would  enable 
more  of  the  work  to  be  done  by  un- 
qualified labour.  Mr.  J.  A.  Gedd 
(I.C.I,  pharmaceutical  products  dept.) 
described  the  "hierarchy"  of  labour 
in  his  department  in  which  a  pharmacist 
was  in  charge  of  200  workers  in  the 
packing  hall. 

(To  be  concluded) 
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TRADE  REPORT 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  Various 
charges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values  are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  receive  the  goods  into  stock. 


London,  February  28 :  It  was  a 
quiet  week  in  all  sectors  of  the  market 
and  price  changes  were  few  in  num- 
ber. Among  Crude  Drugs  Cape 
Aloes  moved  up  by  10s.  cwt.  for  ship- 
ment: spot,  which  also  moved  in  sym- 
pathy, was  still  at  a  discount  of  5s.  cwt. 
compared  with  the  forward  position. 
Buchu  was  quoted  at  16s.  lb.  c.i.f.,  a 
rise  of  ninepence  on  the  last  price  at 
which  business  was  done.  Canary  Isles 
Cochineal  prices  again  moved  up 
sharply,  particularly  the  silver-grey 
variety  (up  4s.  lb.  on  spot)  in  view  of 
the  nominal  position  of  Peruvian.  Bra- 
zilian Menthol  advanced  sixpence  lb. 
for  shipment  although  Chinese  fell 
Is.  6d.  Styrax  was  threepence  per  lb. 
deaer  in  both  positions  while  Sarsapa- 
rilla eased  by  one  penny  lb.  Among 
Aromatic  Seeds  supplies  of  Dill  were 
not  available  on  the  spot  and  Fenu- 
greek rose  between  5s.  6d.  and  7s.  6d. 
;wt.  according  to  delivery.  Firm  offers 
ivere  received  for  Dandelion  root; 
they  were  40s.  cwt.  above  the  last 
quoted  price. 

In  Essential  Oils  forward  rates  for 
Citronella  were  firmer,  the  Formosan 
naking  the  largest  gain;  spot  values, 
however,  were  unchanged.  Chinese 
\nise  was  down  threepence  lb.  but 
Camphor  (white)  was  dearer  by  the 
same  amount.  Spot  quotations  for 
Lemongrass  moved  up  2s.  kilo  to 
bring  them  in  line  with  recent  higher 
quotations  from  source. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Aneurine. — hydrochloride  (per  kilo) 
n  1-kilo  lots,  96s.  6d.;  10-99  kilos,  94s.  6d. 
)er  kilo.  The  mononitrate  is  100s.  and 
>8s.  for  similar  quantities. 

Ascorbic  acid. — (Per  kilo)  1-kilo,  32s.  9d.; 
5-kilos,  29s.;  50-kilos,  28s.  6d.  Coated  is 
Is.  6d.  more  and  Sodium  ascorbate  5s.  6d. 
tiore  than  the  acid. 

Calciferol. — 1-kilo  lots  are  from  2s.  7£d. 
Jer  gm.  in  standard  packages. 

Calcium  pantothenate. — 92s.  6d.  per 
ulo  for  1  to  9  kilo  lots. 

P-Carotene. — Suspension  20  per  cent. 
!34s.  6d.  kilo. 

Cyanocobalamin. — 100-gm.  lots  are 
)2s.  6d.  per  gm. 


Folic  acid. — b.p.  and  u.s.p.,  1-kilo  lots, 
£16  10s.  per  kilo. 
Glycerin. — b.p.  grade,  per  cwt.  


5  tons 

1  ton 

Over 

and 

and 

Under 

25  tons 

under 

under 

1  ton 

25  tons 

5  tons 

5  cwt.  drums 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

250  0 

252  0 

255  0 

261  0 

i  cwt.  ,, 

253  0 

255  0 

258  0 

264  0 

6  lb.  tins 

257  0 

259  0 

262  0 

268  0 

8  1b.  „ 

279  0 

281  0 

286  0 

295  0 

4  lb  

283  0 

285  0 

290  0 

299  0 

Glycerophosphates. — Per  kilo  in  50 
alo  lots;  calcium,  b.p.c,  29s.  6d.;  iron 
17s.  10d.;  magnesium,  39s.  lid.;  manganese, 
'7s.  5d.;  potassium,  50  per  cent.,  b.p.c, 
>s.  8d.;  sodium,  50  per  cent.,  b.p.c,  6s.  lid. 
ind  powder,  b.p.c,  1949,  22s.  lOd. ;  glycero- 
'hosphoric  acid,  20  per  cent.,  12s. 

Hexamine.— b.p.c.  1959,  50-kilo  lots  are 
>s.  per  kilo. 

Histamine.— acid  phosphate  £200  kilo. 
Hydroxocobalamin. — For  100-gm.  lots, 
■05s.  per  gm. 


Hypophosphites. — Per  kilo: — 


Quantity 

5  kilos 

12  5 

kilos 

50  kilos 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

s,  d. 

Calcium,  b.p.c. 

21  8 

17 

10 

16  7 

Iron,  b.p.c. 

39  3 

38 

0 

36  9 

Magnesium 

31 

2 

29  11 

Manganese,  b.p.c 

37 

3 

36  0 

Potassium,  b.p.c. 

27  1 

24 

9 

23  6 

Sodium,  b.p.c.  ... 

20 

18  10 

Inositol. — 1-kilo,  100s.;  10  kilos,  90s.  per 
kilo. 


Menaphthone. — (100-kilo  lots),  b.p.  112s. 
per  kilo;  acetomenaphthone,  b.p.  122s.  6d.; 
watfr-soluble  (menadione  sodium  bisul- 
phite), 78s.  per  kilo  for  100-kilo  lots. 

Nicotinamide. — (Per  kilo).  1-kilo,  32s.; 
10-100  kilos,  29s. 

Nicotinic  acid.— 1-kilo,  28s.  6d.;  10-100 
kilos,  25.  6d.  per  kilo. 

£>-Panthenol. — 1  to  9  kilos,  182s.  per 
kilo;  10  kilos,  172s.  per  kilo. 

Paraffins. — Prices  to  wholesaler  distri- 
butors per  gall,  delivered  in  drums. — Liquid 
heavy  B.p.,  8s.  Hid.  for  over  5-drum  lots; 
5  drums  and  under  9s.  Oid.  light  b.p., 
7s.  4£d.  and  7s.  5Jd.  for  same  quantities. 
Technical  white:  light,  6s.  9d.  and  6s.  10d.; 
medium,  7s.  lOd.  and  7s.  lid.  All  subject  to 
twopence  per  gall,  surcharge.  Drums 
charged  and  returnable.  Soft:  white 
nominally  £121-£131  ton  and  yellow, 
£87-£106.  All  in  non-returnable  drums 
delivered. 

Pyridoxine. — (Per  kilo)  1-kilo,  176s.  6d.; 
10-kilos,  171s.  6d.;  25-kilos,  169s. 

Riboflavine. — 1-kilo,  176s.;  10-kilos, 
171s.  6d. 

Sodium  pantothenate. — Per  kilo,  105s. 
for  1-  to  9-kilo  lots. 

Vitamin  A. — acetate  and  palmitate  up 
to  10,000  m.i.u.  per  m.i.u.;  10-50,000 
m.i.u.  2id. 

Vitamin  D. — Powder  for  tableting, 
850,000  i.u.  per  gm.  125s.  per  kilo;  in  oil, 
1  million  i.u.  per  gm.  67s.  6d.  per  kilo  for 
100,000  m.i.u.  Crystalline;  see  under  calci- 
ferol. D  in  oil  (1  mega  per  gm.),  threepence 
per  mega  for  less  than  100-gm  ampoule. 

Vitamin  E. — (Kilo)  Tocopheryl  acetate, 
292s.  6d.;  10-kilos,  287s.  6d.  25  per  cent, 
dry  powder  10-kilos,  108s. 

Crude  Drugs 

Agar.— Kobe  No.  1,  20s.  3d.  lb.,  c.i.f.; 
European,  22s.  6d.  duy  paid. 

Aloes. — (Per  cwt.).  Cape  primes,  ship- 
ment, 235s.,  c.i.f.  (230s.  spot);  Curacao, 
425s.,  c.i.f.  (420s.,  spot). 

Buchu. — leaves  new-crop,  16s.  Ib.  c.i.f. 

Cardamoms. — (per  lb.).  Alleppy  greens, 
18s.  6d.  (16s.  6d.,  c.i.f.).  Prime  seed,  31s. 
(29s.  6d.,  c.i.f.). 

Cinnamon. — Seychelles  bark,  155s.  cwt.. 
c.i.f.;  (165s  spot).  Ceylon  quills  (c.i.f.,  five 
0's,  lis.  8d.  lb.;  four  0's,  10s.  4d.;  firsts) 
7s.;  quillings,  5s.  4|d. 

Cochineal. — (Per  lb.).  Canary  Isles  silver- 
grey,  25s.  (24s.  6d.,  c.i.f.),  spot;  black 
brilliant,  28s.  (27s.,  6d.  c.i.f.).  Peruvian  silver- 
grey,  nominal. 

Dandelion. — Root,  300s.  cwt.  (310s., 
c.i.f.). 

Gum  acacia.— Kordofan  cleaned  sorts 
227s.  ex  wharf;  shipment,  195s.,  c.i.f. 

Menthol. — (Per  lb.).  Chinese,  34s.  c.i.f. 
and  35s.  in  bond.  Brazilian  for  shipment, 
29s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  31s.,  in  bond. 

Pepper. — White  Sarawak,  spot  3s.  3d.  lb. 
shipment,  3s.  Id.,  c.i.f.;  Brazilian  black  No. 
1,  2s.  10d.,  duty  paid. 

Sarsaparilla. — Jamaican,  3s.  lb.,  c.i.f. 
(3s.  4d.,  spot). 


Seeds,  (per  cwt.)  Anise. — China  star,  270s., 
duty  paid.  Celery. — Indian,  200s.  (192s.  6d., 
c.i.f.).  Coriander. — Moroccan,  135s.,  duty 
paid.  (118s.,  c.i.f.);  Rumanian  whole,  130s., 
duty  paid;  splits,  127s.  6d.,  duty  paid  (105s., 
c.i.f.).  Cumin. — Iranian,  190s.,  duty  paid. 
(165s.,  c.i.f.);  Syrian,  160s.,  c.i.f.  dill. — No 
spot  supplies  available;  110s.  quoted,  c.i.f. 
Fennel. — Chinese,  135s.,  duty  paid;  Indian, 
180s.  Fenugreek. — Forward  risen  to  88s., 
c.i.f.;  spot  now  105s., duty  paid.  Mustard. — 
English,  80s.  to  105s.,  as  to  quality. 

Styrax.— Spot,  22s.  3d.  lb.  (22s.,  c.i.f.). 

Turmeric — Madras  finger,  190s.  cwt., 
spot;  March-April  shipment,  140s.,  c.i.f. 

Waxes. — (Per  cwt.)  Bees',  Dar-es-Salaam, 
785s.,  c.i.f.;  Candelilla,  550s.  spot.; 
Carnauba,  fatty  grey,  spot,  335s.  (312s.  6d., 
c.i.f.),  prime  yellow  spot,  475s.  (427s.  6d., 
c.i.f.). 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Almond. — Spanish,  5s.  3d.  lb. 
Amber. — Rectified,  spot,  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 
Anise. — Chinese,  16s.  3d.  lb.;  shipment 
16s.,  c.i.f. 

Bay. — Spot,  44s.  to  45s.  per  lb. 
Bergamot. — Spot,  105s.  to  Ills.  6d.  lb. 
Birch  tar. — Rectified,  15s.  lb.  on  the  spot, 
Bois  de  rose. — Brazilian,  21s.  lb.  (20s.. 
c.i.f.). 

Buchu. — Spot,  from  650s.  per  lb. 
Cade. — Spanish,  2s.  3d.  lb.,  drum  lots. 
Cajuput. — Spot  from  lis.  3d.  to  12s.  lb. 
Calamus. — Spot  from  55s.  to  60s.  per  lb. 
Camphor,  white. — Chinese,  8s.  kilo, 
spot;  no  shipment  offers. 

Castor. — b.p.,  Home  produced,  £245  per 
ton,  naked,  ex.  mill. 

Cod-liver. — B.P.  in  45-gall.  drums  at 
12s.  per  gall.,  plus  30s.  deposit  on  drums. 
Veterinary  is  from  9s.  lOd.  per  gall.  25-ton 
lots.  Delivered  terms. 

Citronella. — Ceylon,  5s.  6d.  per  lb.; 
(5s.  3d.,  c.i.f.);  Formosan,  5s.  4d.  in  bond 
(5s.  10d.,  c.i.f.);  Chinese,  4s.  7Ad.  in  bond; 
(4s.  8d.,  c.i.f.). 

Clove.— (lb.)  Madagascar  leaf  for 
shipment,  lis.  6d.,  c.i.f.  spot  12s.  6d.,  in 
bond.  Rectified,  15s.  Distilled  bud  oil 
English,  b.p.,  34s. 

Fennel.— Spanish   sweet,    13s.    6d.  lb. 

Geranium. — Bourbon,  97s.-100s.  lb. 

Ginger.— Imported  (per  lb.);  Indian, 
165s.;  Chinese,  80s.;  Jamaican,  175s. 

La vandin.— French,  22s.  6d.  to  25s.  lb. 

Lavender.— French,  50s.  to  60s.  lb. 

Lavender  spike. — Spanish,  22s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Lemon. — Sicilian,  new  crop  quoted  at 
57s.  to  60s.  landed. 

Lemongrass.— Spot,  40s.  kilo  (38s.,  c.i.f.). 

Lime.— West  Indian  distilled,  74-76s.  per 
lb.  on  the  spot. 

Orange.— Florida  sweet,  4s.  6d.  per  lb.- 
Spanish  from  19s. 

Palmarosa.— 190s.  kilo  (175s.  c.i.f.). 
Sandalwood. — Mysore,  spot,  145s.  lb. 
East  Indian,  305s.  per  kilo,  c.i.f. 
Tangerine.— From  39s.  to  43s.  6d.  lb. 
Vetivert.— Bourbon,  spot,  100s.  per  lb. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  February  27 :  Brazilian 
menthol  reversed  its  downward  trend 
to  rise  about  40  cents  lb.  to  a  range 
$4.65-4.75.  Mexican  sarsaparilla  at 
55  cents  lb.  was  down  10  cents. 
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TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  February  14,  No.  4668 

For  chemical  products  for  use  in  agriculture, 

horticulture  and  forestry;  etc.  (1) 

SIGMOL,  909,454,  by  Pfizer,  Ltd.,  Sand- 
wich, Kent. 

For  chemical  products  for  use  in  agriculture 
and  horticulture  ( 1 ) 

IVORIN,    912,629,    by   Farbwerke  Hoechst, 

A.G.    vormals    Meister   Lucius   &  Bruning, 

Frankfurt-on-Main/  Hoechst,  Germany. 
For  artificial  sweetening  substances  (1) 

TOBAL,    913,757,    by   Unilever,    Ltd.,  Port 

Sunlight.  Ches. 
For   chemical   products   for   use   in  industry. 
Science,    photography,    horticulture    and  agri- 
culture, all  being  for  staining  purposes  (1) 

DIASTAIN,   915,101,   by  The  British  Drug 

Houses,  Ltd.,  London,  N.l. 
For   chemical   products   for   use   in  industry, 
science,  photography,  horticulture  and  agricul- 
ture, all  being  for  testing  purposes  (1) 

DIATEST,    915,102,    by   The   British  Drug 

Houses,  Ltd.,  London.  N.l. 
For  paper,  plates  and  films,  all  being  sensitised 
articles  for  use  in  photography;  and  photo- 
graphic chemical  substances  (1)  and  for  photo- 
graphic and  cinematographic  apparatus  and 
instruments;  etc  (9) 

GEVAFAX,    900,845-46,    by  Gevaert-Agfa, 

N.V.,  Mortsel,  Belgium. 
For  cleaning  preparations  for  the  hands  (3) 

DYGEN,  875,818,  by  Diversey,  Ltd.,  Lon- 
don, W.l. 

For  dermatological  cosmetic  preparations  (3) 
Device  with  word  ROC,  895,387,  by  Roc- 
Cosmetique  Medicale,  Paris,  17,  France. 
For  perfumes,  perfumed  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations,  essential  oils,  cosmetic  and  hair 
lotions,  but  not  including  soaps  (3) 

MIROLAN,  901,332,  by  Roche  Products, 
Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts. 
For  face  powders  and  face  creams,  none  being 
medicated;  toilet  waters;  rouges;  perfumes; 
hair  tonics;  hair  oils;  dentifrices;  powders  for 
cleaning  the  teeth;  nail  polishes;  perfumed 
powders  for  sachets;  essential  aromatic  oils 
suitable  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  perfumes; 
and  flavouring  materials  in  the  nature  of  essen- 
tial oils  (3) 

NORDA,  902,847,  by  Norda  Essential  Oil  & 
Chemical  Co.,  Inc.,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
For  soaps,  essential  oils,  perfumes,  cosmetics, 
non-medicated   toilet   preparations   and  denti- 
frices (3) 

Device  with  words  AMORE  BRUJO, 
B905.716,  by  Mas  Perfumeries,  Ltd.,  Lon- 
don, W.l. 

For  perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet  prepara- 
tions, cosmetic  preparations  and  perfumed 
soaps  (3) 

RIMMEL,  No.  21,  907,509,  by  Rimmel,  Ltd., 

London,  W.l. 
For  cosmetic  and  non-medicated  toilet  prepara- 
tions (3) 

HIDDEN  BEAUTY,  B91 1,170,  by  American 
Home  Products  Corporation,  New  York, 
U.S.A. 

For  soaps,  perfumed  non-medicated  toilet  pre- 
parations; essential  oils,  cosmetics,  hair  lotions; 
and  dentifrices;  etc.  (3) 

BRIPHARM,  912,877,  by  N.  V.  Koninklijke 
Pharmaceutische  Fabrieken  V/H  Brocades- 
Stheeman  &  Pharmacia,  Amsterdam,  Holland. 
For  cosmetic  preparations;  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations;  dentifrices;  preparations  for  clean- 
ing artificial  teeth;  and  preparations  for  the 
hair  (3) 

PICNIC,  913,331,  by  Horizon  Enterprises, 
Ltd.,  London,  S.W.16. 
For  perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet  prepara- 
tions, cosmetic  preparations,  dentifrices;  depi- 
latory preparations,  toilet  articles,  sachets  for 
use  in  waving  the  hair,  shampoos,  soaps  and 
essential  oils  (3) 

SCRUTINY,  913,341,  by  Beecham  Products 
(U.K.),  Brentford,  Middlesex. 
For  hormonal  preparations  for  human  use,  all 
being  in  tablet  form  (5) 
TRIMONE,  886,353,  by  Marshall's  Pharma- 
ceuticals,  Ltd.,   London,  W.C.2. 


For  insecticides;  pesticides;  deodorants;  phar- 
maceutical preparations  (5) 

Device  with  words  GENERAL  TIME  PRO- 
GRESS   IN    THE    WORLD    OF  TIME, 
892,455,  by  General  Time  Corporation,  New 
York,  U.S.A. 
For  antibiotic  pharmaceutical  preparations  (5) 
VERSAKAN,  907,226,  by  Bristol-Myers  Co., 
New  York,  U.S.A. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  for  the  treat- 
ment   of    the    nerves    and    nervous  disorders; 
preparations  for  killing  weeds,  surgical  plasters, 
dressings  and  disinfectants  (5) 

NEURONIKA,  903,549,  by  Spezialchemie, 
G.m.b.H.  &  Co.,  Arzneimittelfabrik,  Munich, 
Germany. 

For  preparations  for  killing  weeds  and  destroy- 
ing vermin;  pesticides,  herbicides,  insecticides, 
fungicides  (5) 
D1NAZ,    910,567,   by  Fisons   Pest  Control, 
Ltd.,  Harston,  Cambs. 
For  pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary  pre- 
parations and  substances;  medical  and  surgical 
plasters;  material  prepared  for  bandaging;  dis- 
infectants and  antiseptics;  and  preparations  for 
killing   weeds  and  destroying   vermin  (5) 
TRANQUO-ALUPENT,   909,830,   by  C.  H. 
Boehringer   Sohn,   Ingelheim-on-Rhine,  Ger- 
many. 

For  herbal  preparations  and  substances,  all  for 
medicinal  or  curative  purposes  and  none  in  the 
nature  of  wines  (5) 

APERIMIN,  912,189,  by  Carter  Bros.,  Ship- 
ley, Yorks. 

For  herbal  preparations  and  substances,  all  for 
medicinal  or  curative  purposes  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  kidneys  (5) 

RENALMIN,  912,193,  by  Carter  Bros.,  Ship- 
ley, Yorks. 

For    pharmaceutical    herbal   preparations  and 
substances,  atl  for  the  treatment  of  the  skin  (5) 
DERMOMIN,  912,280,  by  Carter  Bros.,  Ship- 
ley, Yorks, 

For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  substances 
(5) 

STRIDE,  B9 12,755,  by  The  British  Drug 
Houses,  Ltd.,  London,  N.l.  PREVALIS, 
916,287,  by  E.  R.  Squibb  &  Sons,  Ltd., 
Twickenham,  Middlesex. 
For  pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary  sub- 
stances (5) 

LEXOTAN,    913,927,    by    Roche  Products, 
Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  substances, 
for  intestinal  use  (5) 

DIENTERONE,  915,123,  by  Horlicks  Phar- 
maceuticals, Ltd.,  Winkfield,  Windsor,  Berks. 
For  preparations  for  killing  weeds  and  destroy- 
ing vermin,  insecticides,  pesticides,  rodenticides, 
herbicides  and  fungicides  (5) 

TRIBUNIL,     915,207,     by  Farbenfabriken 
Bayer,    A.G.,    Lederkusen,  Germany. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  (5) 

FRIXAL,  915,808,  by  Farbenfabriken  Bayer, 
A.G.,    Ledekusen,  Germany. 
For    pharmaceutical,    veterinary    and  sanitary 
substances;  preparations  for  killing  weeds  and 
destroying  vermin  (5) 

HELMATAC,  915,338,  by  Smith,  Kline  & 
French  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Herts. 

For  bandages,  material  prepared  for  bandaging; 
medical  and  surgical  plasters;  surgical  dressings; 
sanitary  towels,  sanitary  tampons,  and  sanitary 
garments;  disinfectants,  deodorants  and  anti- 
septics (5) 

DRONA,  915,970,  by  J.  Waterhouse  &  Co., 

Ltd.,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 
For  safety  razors;  dry  shavers;  nail  clippers; 
etc.  (8) 

SWORD,  911,039,  by  Wilkinson  Sword,  Ltd., 
London,  S.W.I. 
For  razors,  etc.  (8) 

VIROBLOC,  912,575,  by  Ets.  Jh.  Opinel  & 
Cie,    Cognin,   Nr.   Chambery,  France. 
For  cameras  and  parts  and  fittings  (9) 

SWINGER,  B884.844,  by  Polaroid  Corpora- 
tion, Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  U.S.A. 
For  surgical,  medical,  dental  and  veterinary  ap- 
paratus,  all  made  from   materials  containing 
silicones  (10) 

Device  with  words  DOW  CORNING, 
B885.433,  by  Dow  Corning  Corporation, 
Midland,  Michigan,  U.S.A. 


PATENTS 

COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
February  14 

Antimicrobial  treatment.  Farbenfabriken  Bayer, 

A.G.  1,107,208. 
2-chloroAH  - 1 ,3 ,2-dioxaphosphorin-4-ones  and 

process     for     preparing     them.  Farbwerke 

Hoechst,  A.G.  1,107,220. 
Triazepine    compounds.    Dow    Chemical  Co. 

1,107,225. 

Dispersing  agents.  Farbenfabriken  Bayer,  A.G. 
1,107,226. 

Razor  blades.  Sandvikens  Jernverks,  A.B. 
1,107,233. 

Rhizobium    cultures   and   inoculations.  Astra, 

A.B.  1,107,240. 
Process    of   producing   tetracycline  derivatives. 

Laboratorios  S.  L.  Ferrer.  1,107,277. 
Photographic    camera.    Eastman    Kodak  Co. 

1,107,323. 

Heterocyclic  compounds  and  the  manufacture 
thereof.  Upjohn  Co.  1,107,392-93. 

Single  dose  vaccinating  device.  H.  Kravitz  and 
N.  Lettvin.  1,107,410. 

Carbamate  compounds  and  pesticidal  composi- 
tions thereof.  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd. 
1,107,411. 

Manufacture  of  adipic  acid.  Imperial  Chemical 

Industries,  Ltd.  1,107,424. 
Cyclohexadiene   compounds.    American  Cyana- 

mid  Co.  1,107,434. 
Polybenzimidazoles     and     their  preparation. 

Allied  Chemical  Corporation.  1,107,440. 
Organic      sulphaled      surfactants.  L'Oreal. 

1,107,441. 

British    patent    specifications    relating    to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each)  1 
from    the    Patents    Office,    25  Southampton 
Buildings,    Chancery    Lane,    London,  W.C.2, 
from  March  13. 

NOTES  ON  NEW 
MEDICAMENTS 

G.    500. — Constituents :    Hexamine  mandetate 
^/-methionine.  It  is  well  known  that  hexamine 
is    hydrolysed    in    acid    solution    with  the 
liberation  of  formaldehyde,  and  the  use  of 
hexamine  as  a  non-toxic  urinary  antiseptic 
is  based  upon  that  reaction.  Mandelic  acid 
also  has  antiseptic  properties,  but  these  are  J 
only  exhibited  in  solutions  of  pH  5-5  or  less.  J 
The  combined  product,  hexamine  mandelate,  II 
has  the   antiseptic  properties  of  both   sub-  I 
stances,  and  the  limiting  factor  of  pH  is  over-  I 
come  by  the  addition  of  methionine.  That  | 
sulphur-containing  amino  acid  brings  about  an  I 
acidification  of  the  urine  to  a  point  at  which  j 
formaldehyde   is    liberated    from    hexamine,  n 
and   mandelic   acid   can   exert  an   optimum  a 
antibacterial  effect.  It  should  be  noted  that  a 
the  necessary  low  pH  cannot  be  maintained  J 
in  the  presence  of  ammonia-forming  organ-  |j 
isms  such  as  Proteus  vulgaris.  In  infections  1 
due  to  that  organism,  G.  500  is  unlikely  to  I 
be  effective,  although  other  common  urinary  II 
pathogens  are  more  easily  controlled. 

MYLANTA. — Constituents:  Magnesium  hydro-  1H 
xide,    aluminium    hydroxide    and    activated  1 
methylpolysiloxane.    The   antacid    effects  of  HJ 
magnesium    and    aluminium    hydroxide    are  ■ 
well    known,    and    the    drugs    are    widely  1 
used    in    the    treatment    of    peptic    ulcer,  HJ 
gastric  hyperacidity  and  related  conditions.  I 
They   are   undoubtedly   effective   in    neutra-  11 
lising    gastric    acid,    but    the   patient    does  H 
not   always   experience  the  anticipated   sub-  IB 
jective    relief.    That    may    be    due    to    the  ■ 
retention  of  gas,  trapped  as  bubbles  of  foam-  II 
ing   mucus,   which   leads  to   the  feeling  of  III 
fullness  and  distention.  Such  foam  may  be  IB 
eliminated  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the  \tm 
addition  of  a  surface-active  defoaming  agent  J- 
which    by    breaking    down    the    barrier    of  |I> 
bubbles  permits  a  dispersion  of  gas,  a  pas-  UT 
sing   of  flatus,   and   a  relief  of   distention.  H 
Silicones  are  water-repelling  substances  with  Hr 
an  antifoaming  action,  and  that  action  can  HP! 
be  increased  still  further  by  the  addition  of  Mil 
4-7  per  cent,  of  finely  divided  silica.  "Acti-  H  i 
vated  polymethylsiloxane"  is  such  a  material.  jlB. 
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COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  heading  should  be  sent  in  time  to  reach 
the  Editor  not  later  than  first  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of  insertion. 


Monday,  March  4 

anco-British  Pharmaceutical  Commission, 
Department  of  pharmacy,  University  of 
Strathclyde,  George  Street,  Glasgow,  C.  1, 
it  3  p.m.  Professor  Maurice  Leclerc  (depart- 
nent  of  haematology,  Faculte  de  Pharmacie, 
i'aris)  on  "Therapeutic  Use  of  Anticoagu- 
ants." 

id-Glamorgan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  So- 
:iety,  York  hotel,  Bridgend,  at  8  p.m.  Illu- 
strated, taped  lecture  on  "Tranquillisers." 
Dr.  P.  Nicholls  (Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy) 
will  answer  questions. 

>rthampton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  So- 
;iety.  Coronation  room,  Wedgwood  restaur- 
int,  Abington  Street,  Northampton,  at  8 
3.m.  Dr.  H.  J.  Voss  (consultant  pathologist, 
Kettering  General  Hospital)  on  "Haematol- 
>gy,  with  Particular  Reference  to  Blood 
Grouping." 

dckport  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Belgrade  hotel,  Stockport,  at  8  p.m.  Dr. 
W.  Mitchell  on  "A  Journey  through  Aus- 
tralasia and  the  United  States  of  America." 

Tuesday,  March  5 

mbridge  and  Huntingdon  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Owen  Webb  House, 
Gresham  Road,  Cambridge,  at  8  p.m.  Dr. 
Glyn  Daniel  (Fellow  of  St.  John's  College, 
Cambridge)  on  "False  Archaeology." 
iventry  and  Warwickshire  Branch,  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  Fletch  hotel,  Fletch- 
nampstead  Highway,  Coventry,  at  8  p.m. 
Members  night  (Branch  slides  on  drug  addic- 
tion presented  by  Mr.  G.  Paisley)  and 
business  evening. 

.asgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Redwood  suite, 
Unto  Firs  hotel,  Kilmarnock,  at  7  p.m. 
Dinner  and  dance. 

.asgow  Pharmacy  Club,  R.  A.  Peacock  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  tearooms,  28  Westminster  Ter- 
race, Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow,  at  7.30 
p.m.  Whist  drive. 

verpool  Regional  College  of  Technology, 
Byrom  Street,  Liverpool,  3,  at  8  p.m.  Dr. 
W.  L.  Selkirk  (Health  centre,  Mill  Street, 
Liverpool,  8)  on  "Drug  Dependence." 
htonal  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Rougemont 
hotel,  Queen  Street,  Exeter,  at  7  p.m.  Staff 
training  conference. 

jrwich  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Assembly  House,   Theatre   Street,  Norwich, 


at  7.30  p.m.  Dr.  H.  R.  M.  Johnson  on 
"Poisoning — Accident,  Suicide  or  Murder?" 
Western  Pharmacists'  Association,  Great 
Western  Royal  hotel,  Paddington  station, 
London,  W.2,  at  7.30  p.m.  Demonstration 
of  hair  preparations  and  colourants  arranged 
by   Loreal,   Ltd.   (Change  of  day.) 

Wednesday,  March  6 

Franco-British  Pharmaceutical  Commission 
and  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, 17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London, 
W.C.I,  at  7  p.m.  Professor  Maurice  Leclerc 
(department  of  haematology,  Faculte  de 
Pharmacie,  Paris)  on  "Therapeutic  Use  of 
Anticoagulants." 

National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Continental 
hotel,  Millbay  Road,  Plymouth,  at  3  p.m. 
Staff  training  conference. 

North  London  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety, School  of  Pharmacy,  Brunswick 
Square,  London,  W.C.I,  at  7.30  p.m.  Pro- 
fessor A.  H.  Beckett  on  "The  Problem  of 
'Dope'  in  Sport  and  Society  and  some 
Methods  for  its  Control." 

Reading  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Top  Rank  suite,  Reading,  at  7.15  p.m. 
Annual  dinner  and  dance. 

South  London  and  Surrey  Pharmacists' 
Golfing  Society,  Royal  Blackheath  golf 
club,  Court  Road,  London,  S.E.9,  at  1  p.m. 
Stableford  competition. 

Thames  Valley  Pharmacists'  Association, 
Worcester  rooms,  Worcester  Park  hotel, 
Maiden  Road,  Worcester  Park,  at  6.30  p.m. 
Annual  dinner  and  dance. 

Thursday,  March  7 

Aberdeen  and  North-eastern  Scottish 
Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Tree  Tops 
hotel,  Aberdeen,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  A.  Hendry 
on  "Work  of  a  Police  Surgeon  with  Special 
Reference  to  Toxicology." 

Cheltenham  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Queen's  hotel,  Cheltenham,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Film  evening  arranged  by  Beecham  Research 
Laboratories. 

Coventry  Technical  College,  Whitley  Abbey 
school,  Abbey  Road,  Coventry,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Dr.  D.  H.  Lawton  (department  of  rheuma- 
tology Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital) 
on  "Anti-rheumatic  Drugs." 

Franco-British  Pharmaceutical  Commission, 
University  of  Wales  Institute  of  Science  and 


Technology.  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff,  at  2.15 
p.m.  Professor  Maurice  Leclerc  (department 
of  haematology,  Faculte  de  Pharmacie, 
Paris)  on  "Therapeutic  Use  of  Anticoagu- 
lants." 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Room  L  410  Uni- 
versity of  Strathclyde,  Glasgow,  C.l,  at  7.45 
p.m.  Dr.  A.  M.  Shenkin  on  "Changing 
Vistas  in  Psychiatry — the  Role  of  Pharma- 
ceuticals." 

Huddersfield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety, Pack  Horse  hotel,  Kirkgate,  Hudders- 
field. at  7.45  p.m.  Speaker:  Mr.  D.  E. 
Sparshott  (a  member  of  Council  and  chair- 
man of  the  Law  Committee). 

National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Bristol  hotel, 
Narrowcliff,  Newquay,  at  3  p.m.  Staff  train- 
ing conference. 

Reigate  and  Redhill  Branch,  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society,  Upjohn,  Ltd.,  Crawley,  at  7 
p.m.  Mr.  G.  Teeling  Smith  on  "The  Phar- 
macist and   the  Nation's  Health." 

West  Ham  Association  of  Pharmacists, 
Quaglino's,  Bury  Street,  London,  S.W.  1,  at 
6.30  p.m.   Annual  dinner  and  dance. 

Friday,  March  8 

Exeter  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Rougemont  hotel,  Exeter,  at  7.30  p.m.  Pro- 
fessor F.  E.  Camps  (professor  of  forensic 
medicine,  University  of  London)  on  "Poison- 
ing— Accident,  Suicide  or  Murder?" 

Merseyside  Branch,  National  Association  of 
Women  Pharmacists,  Royal  Institution,  Col- 
quitt Street,  Liverpool,  3,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Speaker:  Dr.  B.  Travis  (public  health  de- 
partment, Liverpool). 

Square  Association  and  Students'  Union, 
School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of  Lon- 
don, Royal  Lancaster  hotel.  Lancaster  Gate, 
Hyde  Park,  London,  W.2,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Annual  ball. 

Exhibitions  and  Fairs 

Daily  Mail  Ideal  Home  Exhibition,  Olympia, 
London,    W.14.    March  5-30. 

Impo  68  (Photographic  Importers'  Association 
travelling  exhibition,  Sophia  Gardens  Pavi- 
lion, Cardiff,  March  4-5;  Granby  hall, 
Leicester,  March  7. 

Medical  Group,  Royal  Photographic  Society, 
Claire  Wand  gallery,  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, Tavistock  Square,  London,  W.C.I. 
Annual  exhibition  of  medical  photography. 
March  8  to  April  26.  Open  9  a.m.  to  5.30 
p.m.  Monday  to  Friday,  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Wednesday,  9  a.m.  to  12  noon,  Saturday. 
Closed  Sunday. 

Courses  and  Conferences 

Institute  of  Packaging,  National  College 
of  Food  Technology,  Weybridge,  Surrey,  Sep- 
tember 15-27.  Residential  course  in  packaging 
technology.  Details  from  the  Institute's  Educa- 
tion Officer,  Malcolm  House,  Empire  Way, 
Wembley,  Middlesex. 

Industrial  Society,  48  Bryanston  Square, 
London,  W.l,  on  March  12.  One-day  con- 
ference on  fire  and  security  problems.  Details 
from  the  Society's  administrative  officer  at  the 
above  address. 

Industrial  Society,  Grand  hotel,  Birming- 
ham on  March  13  and  Bridgford  hotel,  Not- 
tingham on  April  2.  One-day  courses  on  the 
fundamentals  of  a  retail  staff  training  scheme. 
Details  from  the  Society,  48  Bryanston  Square, 
London,  W.l. 

Advance  Information 

Aston  Research  68.  Exhibition  displaying 
the  full  range  of  research  activities  carried 
on  within  all  departments  of  the  University 
of  Aston  in  Birmingham,  Gosta  Green,  Bir- 
mingham, 4,  April  3-5.  Detailed  programme 
available  from  the  Research  Exhibition  secre- 
tary at  the  University. 

Department  of  Pharmacy,  Chelsea  College 
of  Science  and  Technology,  Manresa  Road, 
London,  S.W.3,  at  3.50  p.m.  on  March  19. 
Professor  B.  Belleau  (University  of  Ottawa, 
Canada)  on  "Recent  Progress  in  the  Biophysical 
Chemistry  of  the  Regulatory  Actions  of  Quater- 
nary Ligands." 


:XPORT  DRIVE  "IN  THE  HIGH  STREET" 


HE 


Manufacturer  helps  retailers  to  "Back  Britain" 


flares  of  the  "Backing  Britain" 
mpaign  must  be  kept  alight,  said 
R.  Terence  McCarthy  (managing 
rector  of  Thermos,  Ltd.)  in  launch- 
g  a  three-point  plan  by  his  company 
increase  exports  and  curb  imports, 
eluding  a  competition  among  its  re- 
il  outlets  for  the  best  dressed  "Buy 
itish-made  Goods"  window.  "We 
int  everyone  to  do  something  —  and 
pecially  the  man  in  the  street,  who 
n  make  everyone  think  twice  before 
lying  a  product  without  'Made  in 
itain'    stamped    on    it,"    he  said. 

eating  Export  Salesmen 

Thermos  dealers  are  being  asked  to 
te  up,  during  the  period  April  1-27, 
portion  of  their  window  displays  for 
"Buy  British"  window;  the  prize:  a 
ique  opportunity  for  the  local  re- 
ler  to  provide,  at  the  expense  of  the 
mpany,  a  language  course  for  several 
ung  men  about  to  enter  the  world 
commerce.  Each  window  will  be 
kotographed  and  the  winner  selected 


by  a  panel  of  judges.  The  winning  re- 
tailers will  then  be  able  to  approach 
local  training  colleges,  schools  and 
universities  to  put  forward  the  most 
eligible  young  men.  The  country  needs 
top  salesmen  overseas.  By  taking  part 
in  the  competition  the  local  retailer 
can  do  something  to  train  them.  "I 
hope  that  perhaps  fifty  or  sixty  manu- 
facturers might  join  us  in  this  venture 
and  create  500  new  export  salesmen," 
said  Mr.  McCarthy.  Already  Thermos, 
Ltd.,  export  around  60  per  cent,  of 
the  10  million  flasks  they  produce  every 
year.  Retailers  seeking  further  details 
should  ask  their  Thermos  representative. 

Mr.  McCarthy  went  on  to  say,  "Al- 
though devaluation  and  the  associated 
measures  have  given  us  some  imme- 
diate problems,  there  are  three  things 
we  are  determined  to  achieve.  One, 
show  the  flag;  two,  continue  to  improve 
productivity  and  maintain  employment 
levels;  three,  increase  our  share  of  the 
export  market  by  hard  selling  and  first- 
class  products." 
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PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 


EIGHTEEN  manufacturers  of  cosmetic 
and  allied  products  have  booked  adver- 
tising space  in  the  monthly  magazine, 
Fashion,  the  first  issue  of  which  is 
being  published  on  March  15.  Issue  of 
the  new  periodical  will  itself  be  the 
subject  of  considerable  Press  and  tele- 
vision promotion  before  that  date. 
Among  manufacturers  or  products  pro- 
moted in  the  first  issue  are  Eylure, 
Coty,  Lancome,  Worth,  Helena  Ruben- 
stein,  Polycolor,  Chanel,  Cutex, 
Lentheric,  Revlon,  Fenjal,  Max  Factor, 
Cyclax,  Estee  Lauder,  Noxzema, 
Dorothy  Gray,  Slimsil  and  Guy 
Laroche.  The  publishers,  Fleetway  Pub- 
lications, Ltd.,  Farringdon  Street, 
London,  E.C.4,  are  offering  dealers, 
free  of  charge,  full-colour,  double- 
crown  posters  of  the  cover  of  Fashion 
to  tie  up  with  window  displays. 


COSMETIC  "DALEK":  A  new  stand  produced 
by  Coty  (England),  Ltd.,  London,  W.l,  on 
which  are  displayed  the  new  lipstick  collection 
(C.  &  D.,  February  3,  p.  99)  and  other  Coty 
cosmetics. 

PRESS  ADVERTISING 

Cuticura  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Clivernont  Road, 
Cordwallis  Trading  Estate,  Maidenhead, 
Berks:  Cuticura  products.  In  women's  maga- 
zines. 

Dixor,  Ltd.,  St.  Leonard's  Road,  Mortlake, 
London,  S.W.14:  Velouty  powder  cream. 
In  women's  magazines. 


SHELF  AND  STORAGE  SPACE  SAVED: 
Compact  counter  unit  for  new  UltraLucent 
creme  lipstick,  of  Max  Factor  Hollywood  and 
London  (Sales),  Ltd.,  London,  W.l.  (see 
C.  &  D.,  February  3,  p.  100)  has  been  de- 
signed to  save  shelf  and  storage  space  by 
combining  lipstick  colour  testers  with  a  "dis- 
pensing" unit.  All  twelve  shades  are  clearly 
indicated.  Back  of  the  merchandiser  holds 
2  doz.  lipsticks, 

Fisons  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Loughborough, 
Leics:  Bisks  products:  In  Woman,  Woman's 
Own,  Woman's  Weekly  and  Daily  Mirror. 

Goya,  Ltd.,  161  New  Bond  Street,  London, 
W.l:  Free  Cosmetrics  beauty  maker  compact 
offer.  In  nine  women's  magazines  during 
April. 

Laughton  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Warstock  Road, 
Birmingham,  14:  Lady  layne  heat  retaining 
rollers.    In   women's  magazines. 

Misslyn  (U.K.)  (distributors  Italian  Labs., 
Ltd.,  33  Newman  Street,  London,  W.l: 
Misslyn  cosmetics.  In  March  edition  of 
Vogue. 

Thomas  Guest  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  92  Carruthers 
Street,  Manchester,  4:  Sure  Shield  fruit 
flavoured  laxatives.  In  Woman  and  Woman's 
Weekly. 

PUBLICATIONS 
Medical  Propaganda 

May    &    Baker,    Ltd.,    Dagenham,  Essex: 

Phenergan  (folder). 
Ortho    Pharmaceuticals,    Ltd.,  Saunderton, 

High  Wycombe,   Bucks:    Ortho-Novin  1/80 

(folder). 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Staines  Road,  Hounslow, 
Middlesex:  Parke,  Davis  preparations  for 
veterinary  use  (folder  and  print). 


What  doctors  are  reading  about  developments 
in  drugs  and  treatments 

IN  the  Lancet,  February  24,  Dr.  E.  H. 
Reynolds  (National  Hospital  for 
Nervous  Diseases,  London)  presents  a 
hypothesis  on  the  relationship  and 
biochemistry  of  epilepsy  and  schizo- 
phrenia in  which  he  restates  the 
hypothesis  that  the  two  disorders  are 
biologically  antagonistic  to  one 
another.  He  points  out  that  drugs  used 
in  the  treatment  of  epilepsy  may  pre- 
cipitate a  schizophrenia-like  illness  and 
that  those  used  in  the  treatment  of 
schizophrenia  may  precipitate  epileptic 
fits.  Dr.  Reynolds  suggests  that  the 
therapeutic  and  neuropsychiatric  side 
effects  of  the  major  anticonvulsant 
drugs  are  partly  mediated  through  dis- 
turbances in  folic-acid  and  vitamin-Bu 
metabolism.  Folic  acid  and  vitamin  B,- 
should,  he  states,  be  used  with  caution 
in  epileptic  patients  in  whom  it  may 
aggravate  fit  frequency.  With  co- 
workers, Dr.  Reynolds  reports  the 
effects  of  the  vitamins  when  used  to 
treat  megaloblastic  anaemia  produced 
by  anticonvulsants  in  epileptic  patients. 
Workers  at  Birmingham  University 
and  three  Midlands  hospitals  also 
report  on  seven  cases  of  grand-mal 
epileptic  fits  probably  caused  as  a  side 
effect  of  therapy  with  the  tricyclic 
antidepressant  amitriptyline.  They 
recommend  that  such  drugs  should  be 
used  with  caution,  especially  in  cases  of 
presumed  low  convulsive  threshold. 

CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Subjects   of   contributions   in   current  medical 
and  technical  publications 

5-Carbamyl-l-cysteine.  Anti-tumour  activity  of. 
Nature,  February  24,  p.  751.  1 

Effects  of  drugs  on  conditioned  "anxiety. 
Nature,  February  24,  p.  769. 

Topical  toxicity  and  testing.  J.  pharm.  Sci., 
lanuary,  p.  1. 

Mechlorethamine  hydrochloride  and  cyclo- 
phosphamide in  Hodgkin's  disease  and  the 
lymphomas.  /.  Amer.  med.  Ass.,  February 
5,  p.  392. 

Amitriptyline.  Epileptic  fits  as  a  probable 
side-effect  of.  Lancet,  February  24,  p.  390. 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announcement  wrll,  dur.ng  the 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds.   


Period — March  10-16 


PRODUCT 


London 

Midland 

North 

Scotland 

Wales  & 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

2/37 

2/60 

1/00 

1/30 

5/51 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/15 

1/30 

2/45 

3/90 

4/120 

3/110 

2/70 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

2/60 

4/120 

4/120 

3/90 

3/90 

1/15 

North 

Anglia 

Ulster 

Westward 

Border 

2/60 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

3/90 

3/29 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

17  30 

2/45 

1/15 

2/45 

2/30 

3/100 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

2/60 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

2/60 

4/120 

4/120 

4/120 

4/120 

4/120 

3/90 

1/15 

Alka-Selzer   

Anadin... 

Anne  French  cleansing  milk 
Askit  powders 

Dentu-creme  

Disprin 

Horlicks   

Nulon  

Ostermilk  and  Farex 

Steradent  ...   

Supersoft  hair  spray  ... 
Trufood  baby  milk  ... 
Wright's  coal  tar  soap 


2/60 
3/44 


1/30 
1/30 
2/60 


4/120 

3/90 

1/15 


1/30       _  1/30 


2/14 

1/30 

2/45 

4/140 

1/30 

2/60 
4/120 
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_  4/120 
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